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INTRODUCTION. 



The volume, of wUcIi the foUowing pages are a 
reprint, is nurely to be met with ; it was rery 
early in youth placed in my hands by my vene- 
rable father ; and I have; indeed, scarcely found 
any one who is at aU acquamted with its exist- 
ence, excepting those to whom I have myself re- 
commended it Whatever^ therefore, its merits 
may be, it may £surly be looked upon almost in 
the light of a new publication. 

The book contains an account of the conver- 
sion of the Danish Count Straensee from Scep- 
ticism to Christianity ; which was at last happily 
effected through the agency of Dr. Munter, 
minister of one of the German Churches in 
Copenhagen, whom the government had s^it to 
attend the Count during his imprisonm^t. In 
Struensee Dr. Munter had no ordinary powers 
to contend with; by his own talents alone he 
had raised himself from a comparative^ humble 
situation, almost to despotic poww in the Danish 
Court The conversion of such a man ¥tu. 
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therefore, no mean victory over the sophistry and 
artifices of infidelity. 

Before, however, he proceeds, let the reader 
bear in mind that this is no high wrought tale 
of instantaneous conversion, nor was it written 
for the sake of serving any fanatical purpose, or 
of producing '* eflTect.*' It has not even the pe- 
culiar solemnity and eloquence to recommend it 
which we find in Bishop Bumef s. account of 
the death-bed of Rochester. It is a plain and 
simple diary of the occurrences which took place 
at each interview, which Munter regularly re^- 
eorded after leaving the Count 

• 

Count Struensee was the son of a German 
divine of some eminehce, who, among other 
prefemients, was Professor of Theology at Halle, 
in Saxony. His mother also descended from a 
respectable family. They were both persons of 
the most simple and fervent piety, as appears 
both from their letters, which the reader wiU 
find in the course of the volume, and from the 
account which Struensee himself gives of their 
anxiety with respect to his religious principles 
during his youth. The Count was bom, Aug. 5, 
1737 ; he was educated first in the celebrated 
Orphan House of Dr. Franke, and subsequently 
a>t the University of Halle, where he devoted his 
mind to physic, and iS' supposed to have then 
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first imbibed, firom the companions of bis studies, 
those infidel opinions which distinguished him 
through life. He then went with his &ther to 
Altona, where he settled, and entered into the 
practice of his profession both with reputation 
and success. By what means he was first intro- 
duced to the notice of Christian VIL, the King 
of Denmark, does not appear; we find him in 
1768 raised to the rank of physician to his ma- 
jesty,, and appointed to attend him during his 
tour through some of the courts of Europa 
Stru^usee accordingly accompanied Christian on 
his travels, and while at Paris, he formed an in- 
timate friendship and connection with a Dane of 
good fiunily, Brandt, the subsequent associate 
of his crimes and of their punishment. During 
his stay in France, Struensee had insinuated 
himself into the good graces of the King ; and, 
to so high a degree of favour did he eventually 
rise, that soon after the King^s return to Copen- 
hagen he was raised to the rank of a privy coun- 
sellor, and was. presented to the Queen, the sister 
of our late Monarch, with whom he soon became 
as great a favourite as with her husband. He 
received every day from both of them fresh and 
valuable marks of their consideration and regard. 
Brandt, who had been for some little time in 
disgrace, was recalled from Paris and reinstated 
in his office at court, through the intervention 
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of Struensee ; and they were both shortiy after^ 
at tihie same time, raised to the rank of Count. 
Straensee was now the declared and confidential 
favourite of the King, and in a very short space 
of time was appointed prime minister, with al* 
most unfimited political powers^ — ^an eleyatioa 
suffickmt ijo dazzle the eyes and to corrupt the 
heart of a man, even though he were fortified 
by nmeh stronger principles of reUgion and mo- 
rality than those of the unfortunate Count* 

Meanwhile the attachment of the Queai to 
Struensee exceeded, in appearance at least, the 
bounds <^ all inoderation ; as nothing criminal 
liowever has been proved, let nothing criminal 
Ve supposed. Of all this the King was a quiet 
and an indifferent spectator* Christian, weak« 
ened both in mind and body by every species of 
excess, had sunk into a state of total apathy and 
imbecility. He was quite disqualified from 
taking any part in the management of public 
affisiirs, the administration therefore of the State 
devolved entirely upon the Queen, Struensee and 
their adherents, who ruled without responsibility 
or control. 

Had Struensee confined himself to politics, he 
might perhaps have escaped the weight of gene- 
ral indignation which at last overwhelmed him. 
abilities wiere commanding, his powers of 



application great, his views enlarged, his reso- 
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lations were both rapidly taken and deci^vely 
carried into effect. Many of his public measures 
were calculated to improve and to aggrandize 
the State. Yet even in this department he ex- 
posed himself to much unpopularity by measures 
equally odious and unadvised; and by none 
more than by banishing from court Count Bern*- 
fitorff^an old and &vourite minister of the crown^ 
a man of the most unimpeached integrity and 
character. This was a transaction which gave 
him (as we shall find) much uneasiness during 
his confinement. 

Profligacy was the rock upon which Count 
Struensee split. He was generous, open, and 
without hypocrisy, but his moral principle was 
«omipt, and his life a tissue of licentiousness^ 
which the extraordinary powers of his mind 
enabled him for some time to reconcile with the 
discharge of his political duties. Towards the 
dose of his administration, however, he seemed 
to have partly lost his strength of understanding, 
and amidst the difficulties which were increasing 
upon him on every side, to have acted without 
any sort of foresight or vigour. But it would 
have been a happy circumstance had the profli* 
gacy of Struensee been confined to himself alone. 
It was the object of his perverted ambition to 
corrupt the purity and to undermine the princi- 
ples of the whole court and capital, to remove 
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the land-marks of right and wrongs to hold out 
every incentive to iniquity, and to create every 
facility for its indulgence. Upon all points of 
religion and morals he was a professed scoffer^ 
and appeared peculiarly anxious that his opinions 
upon these points should be both disseminated 
and adopted. Masked balls and other kinds of 
foreign amusements, especially calculated to 
foster profligacy and intrigue, were introduced 
for the first time at the Danish Court. Of all 
these amusements Struensee was the indefatiga* 
ble leader and the devoted partaker ; and he un- 
fortunately found but too many of the Danish 
nobility, who either in the spirit of adulation, or 
from the love of indulgence, became his asso- 
ciates. In most capitals these scenes of dissipa- 
tion and vice would have had a most injurious 
effect upon the general morality of the country, 
and would gradually have corrupted the middling 
and lower orders by a descending contagion. 
But the primitive and sturdy principles of the 
Danes, aided by the purity of their national re- 
ligion, withstood the infection, and instead of 
the popularity which Struensee probably ex- 
pected to reap from his relaxation of ancient dis« 
cipline, he excited rather a feeling of disgust 
and abhorrence. One of the boldest of his acts 
was to repeal a very old and severe law against 
adultery ; this measure was considered as no less 
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than holding out a reward for the commission of 
the crime^ and was received accordingly with 
strong marks of national indignation. 

But it pleased the great moral Governor of the 
world soon to arrest this infatuated man in his 
career of crime. While Struensee was lulled by 
the indulgence of his passions into a fatal se- 
curity, his enemies were active in preparing for 
his destruction. The Queen Dowager and her 
Son were at the head of the hostile party, but 
from their general want of political talent, they 
created little apprehension. They were joined 
by some of the ancient Nobility, who were indig- 
nant at seeing the Danish Monarchy under the 
command of a foreigner, to the exclusion of 
themselves and others who had juster claims to 
public rank and authority. In one plan to seize 
the persons of the Queen and the Count, they 
were disconcerted, but shortly after, a more 
favourable opportunity presented itself. They 
had already gained over to their party, a sufficient 
number of the Soldiery, with whom Struensee 
was no favourite, and all other circumstances 
were arranged with admirable dexterity for the 
-execution of their purpose. Accordingly at the 
conclusion of a masked ball, which was given at 
the Royal Palace, on the 15th of January, 1772, 
Koller Banner, after the whole party had retired, 
and all was quiet, entered the Bedchamber of 
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Christian^ and informed him that there was a 
conspiracy against his person and dignity, at the 
head of which were his wife. Count StruenseCj 
and their associates. He urged the King to sign 
an order for their immediate arrest. Christian 
however at firsts whether from affection for the 
Count, or from that ohstinacy which is the 
natural consequence of imhecility, steadily re- 
fused. The Queen Dowager and Prince Frederic 
were then called in to enforce the requisition, 
and at last, by means of absolute threats, they 
obtained his reluctant signature. Not a moment 
was lost : Koller Banner made his way instantly 
to the chamber of Struensee, forced open the 
door, and found him asleep in his bed. The 
Count made no resistance to the order, but suf- 
fered himself to be quietly conveyed in a coach 
to the Citadel Count Brandt, having made 
some shew of resistance, was at last forced to 
surrender himself, and was lodged in the same 
prison ; their adherents also shared a similar fate. 
Early the next morning, the Queen was hurried 
away to Cronsburg, a fortress about twenty-four 
miles from Copenhagen, in which she was for 
some time confined. It is an extraordinary &ct» 
that had Struensee gone to his apartments before 
the ball, he would there have found Count 
Rantzau, who was prepared to acquaint him with 
the whole conspiracy, which would have enabled 
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him not only to have extricated himself from the 
danger by which he was surrounded, hut to have 
revenged himself on its authors ; circumstances 
however were otherwise ordered ; contrary to his 
usual custom he did not go to his apartments, 
hut having been detained until very late by busi^ 
ness, he went straight to the Ball, where the con- 
spirators, who had discovered Count Rantzau's 
treacherous design, prevented their meeting. 

After Count Struensee had been in close con 
finement for nearly six weeks, the Government 
of the country well knowing the fate which must 
ultimately await him, and desirous to afford him 
an opportunity of changing his infidel opinions 
before he should be called out of the world, ap- 
pointed Dr. Munter, the Minister of a German 
(^hurch, in Copenhagen^ to visit him in j^isos, 
aibtd to administer such spiritual advice and con- 
solation as might best be adapted tp the Count's 
unhappy situation *. 

It is with Dr. Munter^s first visit that the pre- 
sent volume commences. It contains an account, 
in Dr. Munter's own words, of the process by 

"^ The best account of these tnnsiictions is to be tomi m 
Wraxall's Memoksqfthe CowrUqf Berlin^ ^c; that which is 
given in the Aimual Raster of 1779, in some points is not 
^uite correct. There h an excellent account of his political 
life in a small volume, entitled An authentic Elucidatwn of the 
HiUory ofComU Struensee and Brandt. 
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which the Count was led from the grossest infi- 
delity^ to the stea4iest conviction of the great 
truths of the Gospel^ of the difficulties which 
impeded his progress, and of the arguments and 
books which were used to remove them. It is 
not given in the form of a continued Narrative, 
but of ^' Conferences," or Journals of each separate 
visit. This is a form which cannot fail to create, 
a peculiar interest in the mind of the reader, as 
it relieves him from the notion of dry and ab- 
stract argument, and brings the reality of the 
scene before his eyes. 

Of Dr. Munter, the instrument in the hands of 
Providence of so extraordinary a Conversion, no 
account can be procured, excepting that he was 
an eminent Theologian, which the work before 
us most unequivocally proves, and that he was 
the Minister of one of the German Churches in 
Copenhagen. That he must have been a man, 
not only of much professional skill, but also of 
great piety and innocence, appears from the fol- 
lowing Conferences. Many a reformed libertine 
may declaim against his former vices with much 
sincerity and utility; but he cannot look sin 
steadily in the fiace ; it must be a man of unsul- 
lied purity of soul alone, who could carry the 
probe of a severe examination so deeply and so 
steadily, yet so gently, into the very heart of 
51 sinnf^r: and afterwards administer with so 
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judicious a hand^ the healing balm of Christian 
consolation. But though forgotten and dead, 
Munter '* yet speaketh/* and it may be hoped 
that his voice will yet be heard in all thpse quar- 
ters where libertine principles, infidel opinions, 
and vicious practices prevail, and that this voice 
may awaken, convince, and save. It is thus, that 
even in his grave, the servant of the Gospel is 
daily increasing his account for good in the Book 
of God; and though his memory be faded off 
from the face of this present world, there is yet 
an everlasting remembrance in which that righ- 
teous man shall he had! who shall have rescued a 
soul under circumstances of difficulty and danger 
from perdition, and conducted it home to the 
bosom of its Redeemer and God. 

Of the Editor's part in the present Work, little 
need be said. It was written originally in 
German, by Dr. Munter, and translated from 
thence in 1774, by Mr. Wendeborn, Minister of 
a German Chapel in London. Though the tran- 
slation displays a remarkably free and accurate 
knowledge of the English language, yet there are 
sentences occasionally to be found, where a mis- 
take as to the usage of a word or expression tends 
to diminish the force, obscure the meaning, and 
sometimes even to change the sense of a passage. 
Wherever this has happened, I have taken the 
liberty of makings slight verbal alteration, which 
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has seldom extended beyond the single wotd or 
expression. In other respects^ I have made no 
alteration nor omission^ except that of a single 
sentence^ for which any reader, who possesses thfe 
original, will see my reason. The Translator, as 
it appears from his Pre&ce> has taken more liber* 
ties with the work, and has omitted some of the 
drier parts of the demonstration ; this is a cir* 
cumstance which should be borne in milid by 
the reader, as it may account for some occasional 
deficiencies in the course of the argument, which 
otherwise might not be warrantable. Wherever 
Dr. Munter recommends to the Count a book ixk 
German Theology, I have endeavoured to find 
another that would answer the same purpose in 
English. I have omitted the Prefaces^ both of 
Dr. Munter and the Translator, as the former has 
no other view but to establish the authenticity 
of the Confession of Count Struensee^ whidi does 
not now admit of a doubt ; and the latter con* 
tains nothing interesting to the Reader. The 
Narrative of the Conversion of Count Brandt,by 
Dean Hee, I Jiave not inserted, as» although it 
may exhibit another feature in the ehaiacteir of 
infidelity, it is still a repetition of much which 
appears in a much more interesting point of vieiir 
in the History of Struensee. The Confession of 
Count Struensee, and his Account of the alterar 
tion of his religious sentiments^ have not received 
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even a verbal correction. Indeed, there was 
little necessity for so doings as they are better 
translated than the rest of the work. I have 
adopted the same course with respect to the 
letters which he received from his parents ; from 
these uncorrected specimens of the original 
Translation, and the strange idioma which now 
and then occur, I shall stand justified for what* 
ever verbal alterations I have made in the body 
of the work. 

Should this Book happen to fall into the hands 
of a professed unbeliever, he will not perhaps 
find it uninteresting to observe the progress of 
opinions the same with his own in a strong ani 
powerful understanding, and to find the sources 
of infidelity dissected and laid open^ by one who 
knew well the human heart in others^ and was at 
last brought to a knowledge of his o wn» He may 
then perhaps be tempted to look inwardly upon 
himself, and to examine whether tiiere is any re* 
semblance between his own Scepticism, and that 
oftheunfortunateStruensee — ^whetheritproceeds 
from the same cause, and has been attended by 
the same effects— whether the fabric of both 
systems is not reared on the same shallow and 
dangerous foundations. Could he, under the 
blessing of a higher powa, be induced to invest 
tigate with calmness and with candour these 

a 
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most important points^ this little history wifi not 
have fallen into his hands in vain. 

By the young man just entering into the world 
this volume may be read with peculiar advan- 
tage. He will first observe upon what lender 
grounds all objections against revelation are 
raised and sustained^ and that they are the result 
not Qf investigation but of indolence, not of 
knowledge but of ignorance. Stru^isee, like 
Hume, had never, since his childhood, read with 
the slightest attention the very Scriptures which 
h^ affected to deride ; he knew nothing of the 
evidences of religion, nor of any, excepting the 
most popular, objections which might be urged 
against them. 

He will afterwards be enabled to trace all infi- 
del opinions to their principal, it maybe said their 
single, source — corruption of heart and profli- 
gacy of life. It is not, perhaps, a single act of 
intemperance (tiiough single acts are sufficiently 
dangerous) that will lead the young and inexperi- 
enced mind into Sceptieimi ; but it is a continued 
indulgence in some bad habit, which is contrary 
alike to the laws both of reason and revelation. < 
It is the unwillingness to relinquish a favourite 
sin and a growing attachment to the object of 
some desire, added to a consciousness of an 
increasing neglect of the Almighty, of his laws, 
and probably of his worship, which renders the 
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mind of a young man dissatisfied both with itself 
and with those principles which are the cause of 
such dissatisfiBu^tion ; he finds them incompatible 
with his mode of life^ and then he listais to any 
jsuggestioa that would teach him how to abandoa 
them ; and thus it is that Scepticism finds an 
easy access to the mind. Struensee confesses, 
p. 114, that he was *^ prejudiced against religion 
first through his own passions f and in the ac* 
count of his own conversion which he left behind 
hitfk, he thus expresses himself: ** My unbelief 
and my aversion to religion were fi>unded neither 
upon an accurate inquiry into its truth, nor upon 
a critical examination of those doubts which are 
generally made against it. They arose, as iit 
usual in such cases, from a very genial and 
superficial knowledge on the one side, and much 
inc^ation to disobey its precepts on the other, 
together with a readiness to entertain every ob- 
jection which I discovered against .it." P. 197. 
From these pages the young man may also 
discover the full extent of his danger, when he 
quits the path of Christianity, and trtists himself 
to the shoals and quicksands of infidelity. A 
man, when he begins to reject the Gospel, gene- 
rally reserves to himself the privilege of makiDg 
a system of religion and a code of morality of his 
own, which he fully believes will answa every 
purpose of those which he has abandoned. But 

a2 
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lie little knows how soon each of these w3l 
dwindle into nothings or, what is perhaps worse, 
accommodate themselves to his favourite pas« 
£^ons and sins. The description which Stru-* 
ensee gives of his own case undet these circum- 
stances is well worthy attention. P. 198. '' The 
violence of my passions, which made me abandon 
myself in my youth to all sensual pleasures and 
extravagancies, left me scarce time to think of 
morality, much less of religion. When ex^ile- 
rience afterwards taught me how little satisfac- 
tion was to be found in the irregular enjoyment 
of such pleasures, and reflection convinced me 
that a certain inward satis&ction was requisite 
for my happiness, such as cannot be attained 
either by the observance of particular duties, or 
by the omission of scandalous excesses ; I there- 
fore endeavoured to imprint on my mind such 
principles as I judged proper to govern my 
actions, and which I thought would answer the 
end I had in view. But how did I undertake 
this task ? My memory was filled up with moral 
principles, but, at the same time, I had various 
excuses -to recondle a compljring reason with 
the weaknesses and the infirmities of the human 
heart My understanding was prepossessed with 
doubts and difficulties against the infallibility of 
those means by which we arrive at truth and 
eeirtainty. My will was (if not fully determined 
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yet) secretly much inclined to comply only with 
such duties as did not lay me under the necessity 
of sacrificing my favourite inclinations." 

These are but treacherous safeguards ; they 
90on give way and leave the unfortunate dupe of 
his own moral and religious systems to fall from 
one step of infidelity to another^ till he denies 
the superintending Providence of God^ the essen* 
tial distinction between right and wrong, and 
lastly the immortality of his own soul ; in short, 
until his wretched career terminates in practical 
Atheism. We have seen how Struensee began, 
let us now observe how he concludes. In his 
first conference with Munter he fairly owns, that 
^^ he looked upon himself and all other men as 
mere machines f that '' every thing man could 
do was in itself indifferent ;" and that *' man's 
actions would be accounted moral only as far as 
they related to society^' Again, he confesses^ that 
^^ I thought myself no more than an animal, and 
believed there was no difference of species, but 
only that there was some higher degree of per- 
fection in a man above a beast" Thus it is that 
he who commences his infidel career by abandon-* 
ing revelation, wiH soon find that his objections 
are equally strong against the religion of nature ; 
they have both the same Almighty Author, they 
»re bpth parts of one connected system, and they 
Tuie and fall together. 

4 
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The student in Theology may not altogether 
find the time lost which he may expend upon the 
volume before us. He will there find the best 
and surest method of treating a case of infidelity 
whenever^ in the course of his future profession, 
such a one may come under his care. The ten- 
derness and the anxiety of Dr. Munter, accom- 
panied as they are by the most decisive appeals 
to the conscience and the most deliberate system 
of reasoning are admirable : the plan which he 
adopts is most judicious, and so exactly suited to 
the circumstances of his convert, (and the cases 
of all infidels are more or less of the same cast) 
that Struensee himself testifies, p. 150. '^ I assure 
you that by no other means you would have 
found access to my heart than by those which 
you have chosen/' It would, also, be no useless 
employment to supply the omissions in the chain 
of argument by making an abridgment of those 
books which are recommended for perusal. 

But, as the theological student may learn firom 
the narrative of Munter how he may best convert 
a dying sinner, so the practical minister may also 
learn how he may best treat him after he is con« 
verted. To those who may, either from duty or 
inclination, be desirous of preparing the soul of a 
recently converted sinner for heaven, this book 
will prove a mo^t useful and practical guide. Of 
the validity of a death-bed repentance we must 
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always speak with caution^ as we cannot be com- 
petent judges of its sincerity ; that can be known 
to the Almighty only. To promise^ therefore^ 
to the sinner the highest degrees of bliss and 
glory, and to encourage in his mind the feelings 
of enthusiastic triumph, is a line of conduct un- 
warranted at once by experience and by Scrip- 
ture. How often in these days do we see the 
unhappy criminal sent out of the world by his 
spiritual attendants in all the extasies of fimatical 
assurance, and generally without having per- 
formed any one act by which his repentance 
could be accounted sincere — ^without confession 
^-*-without even a desire of making reparation. 
Widely different was the case of Struensee; under 
tiie guidance of Munter he was led not only to an 
ample confession of his particular sins, but to an 
anxious wish to make some reparation to society 
for the injuries which they had inflicted upon it. 
The account of his conversion, written with his 
own hand, is no mean proof both of the sincerity 
and of the depth of his penitence. But even 
under circumstances so strongly testifying his 
sincerity, Munter would encourage no other 
feelings but those of a calm, steady, and scrip- 
tural faith in the propitiation of the Redeemer, 
and a confidence of pardon through his blood. 
These are his remarkable words : '* I wish to see 
you on the scaffold with visible signs of repent- 
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ance and sorrow, but, at the same time, with a 
peace of mind which arises from a confidence in 
being pardoned before God/' p. 183. A more 
difficult task cannot, perhaps, be imposed upon 
the Christian minister than so to preserve the 
balance of feeling in the mind of his penitent as 
to prevent hope from growing into presumption 
and faith into enthusiasm ; to repress the risings 
of unwarrantable triumph, without diminishing 
the assurance of pardon and acceptance. The 
returning prodigal was received with joy into 
his father's mansion, but what was his lot after 
his reception, the Gospel has not revealed. 

I now leave the volume in the hands of the 
reader ; perhaps in what I have said I may have 
over-rated its merits, and thereby disappointed 
his expectations. Be this as it may, I am, not* 
withstanding, assured that if the blessing of the 
Almighty attend its progress, it may be a source 
to the Christian world of much real and practical 
utility. 
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CONVERSION AND DEATH 



COUNT STRUENSEE. 



Count Struensee had^ neither before nor during 
the time of his greatest prosperit^^ shewn himself 
a religious or a moral man^ at least no one qould 
think him to be such ; his own example^ some of 
his public regulations^ and his abolishing such 
laws as were made to restrain vice and immo- 
rality^ seemed clearly to prove, that the general 
opinion concerning his sentiments upon religioa 
was not altogether ill founded. Even those who 
had the most favourable opinion of him, thought 
him an inconsiderate man, who had given himr 
self up entirely to pleasure and ambition, and 
who perhapa might recover from his errors. 
But all sensible people agreed in this, th^t dur- 
ing his administration religion hfid every t^ing 
to fear, and that the morals of the pi^oplcj.at 
least in the metropolis, were in danger of becom- 
ing wild and ungovernable. 

B 
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These reflections occasioned many honest and 
good people^ who are incapable of rejoicing at 
the misfortunes of others^ to look upon the 17th 
of January^ the day when Struensee fell> as one 
of the happiest days in their life : they saw the 
rights of virtue and piety secured from that 
danger which seemed to threaten them; they 
wished that the man^ from whom no more was 
to be feared^ and whose unhappy fate might 
easily be foretold^ would acknowledge his errors 
and his crimes, and that God afterwards would 
grant him mercy. 

When by the committee that was appointed to 
inquire into his affairs, so much was discovered 
that it was sure his life would fall a sacrifice to 
public justice, I received the King's orders to 
visit him in his prison, and to look to the welfare 
of his soul. I did not know the man, nor did he 
know me ; and as to our principles and senti- 
ments, they were to all appearance very different. 
I had even to expect that my profession and the 
intent I visited him with would make him dis- 
trust me ; nor, on the other hand, had I much 
reason to put any great confidence in him. How- 
ever, 1 entertained some hopes, that in his pre- 
sent situation he might find even a conversation 
with a clergyman not quite insupportable i and 
the compassion I had for him would never per- 
mit me to prepossess him against me by severe 
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and ill-timed expostnlatimis. Besides, I was 
told by some of his former acquaintance, that he 
waa open, and in some respects sincere ; I thought 
it therefore not impossible to establish a friend- 
ship between us that might promote my intei^ 
tion concerning him. With these hopes I began 
to visit him, and I praise God for the blessing he 
has granted to my labours. 

Tie First Coi^erence, March 1, 1772. 

I coux^ at present have no other view but onty 
to lay' some foundation for our mutual cmifi- 
dence, and to make him look upon the intention 
of my visits as important, and, when an oppor- 
tunity should offer, to know his sentiments about 
religion. . 

When. he was UM I was there, and wished to 
speak to him, he inquired whether I camie by 
command? Being answered in the afl&rmative, 
he complied. He received me with a sour and 
gloomy countenance, in the attitude of a man 
who was. prepared to receive many severe re- 
proaches, with a silence that showed contempt. 
We were alone, and I was greatly moved, behold* 
ingitfae misery of a man who, but a few weeks 
nf^ was the first and the most powerful of aU 
the King's subjects. I could neither hide my 
feelings, nor would I. Good Count, said I, yo.a 
see I cove with a heart that is sensibly affecjbod. 

b2 
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for you : I know and feel the regard tbat is due 
to an unhappy ipan, whom God, I am siire^ 
never intended to be bom for such a misfortune. 
I sincerely wish to make my visits, which I am 
ordered to pay you, agreeable and usefoL— Here 
he quitted his affected attitude, his countenance 
grew more serene, he gave me his hand, and 
thanked me for the share I took in his fate. 
Oi;gr conversation, continued I, will be now and 
then disagreeable both to you and me ; but I 
profess most solemnly, that I shall tell you ered 
thne melancholy truths, which I have to com^ 
miilicate, witlK^ut severity to you, but not with-* 
out pain to myself. I know I have no right to 
give you any unnecessary uneasiness, and you 
may depend upon my sincerity. Should it happen 
that accidentally in our conversation a word 
should slip from me which perhaps may appettr 
offensive, I declare beforehand thait it never wm 
^laid with such a design, and I beg that in sudi 
instances you will overlook my precq>itation. 
With an air and a look that appeared to me not 
very fovourable, he replied, '' Oh ! you may say 
what you please/ 

1 shall certainly, good Count, say nothing but 
wVt my great desire to contribute towards yimr 
future happiness, as much as lieis in my poww, 
shall oblige me to. I wish to raise your atten* 
tkm to a serious consideration of your moral 
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slate, iMBid how you stand in regard to God* You 
4o not know how your &te in this world nuty be 
decided, and Christianity, which I teach and 
believe, makes it my duty e«mestly to wish for 
your everiasting happiness. Consider my visits 
and my conversation only in this vierw, and I 
hope you will not disapprove of them. I had 
several reasons to dedine the King's order which 
brings me to you : hut the hope of comforting 
you in your misfortupes, and of advising you to 
avoid greater ones, was too important for me. 
Do not charge me with views of a meaner sort. 
I come not for my own sake« but only with an 



intent of being useful to you. He then confessed 
twice that he was fully convinced, I did it for his 
own advantage. 

If you are convinced of this, continued I with 
emotion, grant me then that confifidence, which 
you cannot refuse a man, who is anxious for 
your welfare. I shall return it with the most 
thankful friendship, although you in the begin- 
ning should take me for a weak and prejudiced 
man. I shaU not be tired in this friendship, but 
endeavour to make it useful to you, since I am 
your only friend upon earth, bjoA since you cer* 
tainly will call upon your only friend fSoor comfort 
Here he stared at me, as I think, with tears in his 
eyes, and pressed me by the hand. 

I found him moved, and endeavoured to make 



6 eoKV^RSlON AND DfiATfl 

use of this advantageous moment. If yott wish 
to receive that comfort^ said I, which, in my 
opinion, I can promise you as the only true one, 
do not cherish that unhappy thought of dying 
like a philosophical hero ; for I doubt whether 
you will be able to keep it up to the end. I am 
afraid your courage will leave you vtt last^ thaugb 
perhaps you may force yourself to show it out- 
wardly. Firmness and tranquillity of mind, on 
the near approach of death, is certainly the efiect 
only of a good conscience^ '' In all my adversi- 
ties,** answered he, '' I have shewn fimmess of 
mind, and agreeably to this character, I hope I 
shall die not like an hypocrite.'* Hypocrisy, said 
I, in such moments, would be still worse than an 
affegted firmness, though even this is a kind of 
hypocrisy. In case of death, do not trust to your 
former resolution, and do not compare your for^ 
mer adversities, which were perhaps nothing but 
sickness and distress, with that fate which is now 
ready to fall upon you. — But perhaps you enter- 
tain some hopes of saving your life? — ^''No!'* 
said he, '' I flatter myself with no hopes at all.* 
But you do not see death near you, said I ; you 
do not know the time when you shall leave 
this world ? Perhaps it is at some months dis- 
tance. But, (here I took him by the hand) my 
dear Count, suppose I was ordered to tell you 
that you were to die to-day or to-morrow, would 
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not yoiff coiin^ fail ? ^' I do not know," 8ai4 he. 
But, continued I, if your courage should leave 
you, and it was then too late to look out for 
oon^rt and hope, how do you think your heart 
would stand affected? He answered nothing. 
You see by this that the intent of our conversa- 
tion is of great importance to you, and deserves 
all your attention. I aim at nothing less than 
to prepare ypu for eternity, that it may be |i 
happy one. But I must expect that we are not 
both of the same opinion, in regard to the state 
of man after death. Yet, though you might have 
persuaded yourself that there is no h£e to come, 
and consequently neither rewards nor punish- 
m^ts, I cannot help thinking that there nev^r 
was a time, when you were fully convinced of it 
Your inwardfeeUngshaveirequently contradicted 
you. The thought of eternity frightened you^ 
though unfortunately you had art enough to 
fitifle.it in its birth. — However, it will be always 
out of your power to prove that there is no 
eternity. 

He heard me with attention,' but he would not 
own that he ever had any inward impressions of 
immortality, or had been afraid of it. Perhaps 
he might have boen— but he did not recollect it. 
He owned that the thought, that he should soon 
entirely cease to be. Was disagreeable to him ; it 
frightened him, he wished to live, even if it were 



witlk less lia|)^iidss tMan he mow anjoyedv in 3ns 
prison. ButheAdded^bedijdnoifliidtliethou^ 
of total smniiiflation so teitiUe m he had foiHn^ 
it yreua to manyi yth(k. e&tetrtaitidd: the saooae s^atc* 
ttents wil^ hiM. 

I coBtinuckli you cannot 4My the possibility 
of a future life; for' liiere il^iat. least as mueh prb^ 
%a/bility for it as thigre is against it. I believe 
I couM evinee frotn mere reaison^ .thait eternity 
iS to the highest degree probable, and that this 
degree of probability in suoh cases amounts 
afanost to certainty *• But suppose it was only 
probable, which you must agree to^. it is e^eii 
then a matter of great importance to yon, fosr 
^jicou to know what may perlmps faajipen ta you 
hereafter. In case you had to &ar an unhappy 
life, you should prepare yourself against it, or 
make it at least tolerable* — He agreed to Ibis, 
but added, '' You will hardly make me .belieire 
that there is a future life, and though you per^ 
haps may convince my understanding by reasons 
which I cannot overthrow, my heart however 
will not yield to the convictioDt My opinion, 
which is opposite to your's, is so strongly woven 
into my sentiments ; I have so many argumcttits 
in favour of it ; I havo made so many observa^ 

« 

* This is adinkably enlargefl upoa in Butkr'* Awdogy, 
^oUi. p. 1. . 
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liiiiis koA aaatcmy And pkysie; mbkok oonflnd it, 
Hiat I tbiiik it will: iKimpwsiUe iaatwt ta re* 
nounoe iliy ^dnciplet* T&is himev w I proniiseb, 
tinit I Witt not wflftiHy ^rpfme your endeaTouts 
to 6idi|;liten me, but mther wish, as far as it lies 
iA JB}^ pomet, to conour wltii 3rou. I ik^U tmA 
disfenibk, 'but hcoieskly teB yeu of what^ I am 
daawnoed^ and what sot. I witt deal with yon 
openljr; fkus is. my chJucacter, and nyfriefnds can 
bear witness to it" In our inquiries,: I desired 
him to guotd agaitist his eaveless way of thinking, 
t<t which, in my opiniofti, he. had been liithertd 
Mdietedy^ adid ibhvA had thrown him into this 
djbjjpth of misery. Heansweired: 
' ^ I do not deny my having lived inconsider^ 
aifeely in Ute- world, and I feel now the con^ 
tequeoces of it;'' 

I trust in your promise, added I, that yon wiU 
deal with me honestly. If you did not, yon 
Irould impose upon me^ though perhaps but for 
a few days. But you certainly cannot deceive 
the Supreme Being and your own eonsoience* 
it would give me tiie highest pleasure if my in* 
tentiooDS should succeed* But besides the assist^ 
ance ixf God, you must do aU the rest yourselfj 
I can oniy guide you, and it is your own interest 
to miHdyomr welfare, and you are obliged ito em- 
p}<^ all the thnte which is left you upon th» 
business. 
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I afterwards desired him to aeqaaint me with 
his sytiltem of religion^ that I might be able to 
judge where our opinions differed. I am in- 
clined to think you are not a Christian, and you 
may easily guess how much I wish you to be 
one. It is not my intention to force Christianity 
upon you; but I hope to represent it to you 
as so important and amiable, that you yourself 
will think you stand gready in need of it. He 
answered : 

*^ It was true, he was very ftff fiom being a 
Christian, though he acknowledged And adored 
a Supreme Being, and believed that the world 
and mankind had their origin from God. He 
could never persuade himself, that man consisted 
of two substances. He looked upon himsdf 
and all other men as mere machines ; he had 
borrowed this system, not from de la Mettrie, 
whose book he had never read, but had formed 
it by his own meditation. It was God that first 
animated this human machine; but as soon as 
its motion ceased, that is, when man died, 
there was no more for him either to hope or 
to fear. He did not deny that man was en- 
dowed with some power of liberty, but his free 
actions were determined only by his sensations. 
Therefore, man's actions could be accounted 
moral, only as far as they related to society. 
Every thing that man could do, was in itself 
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indifferent. Ood did not concern 
our actions, and if their consequences were in 
man*s own power, and he could prevent their 
being hurtful to society, nobody had a right 
to reproach him about them. He added, he 
must own that he was very sorry for some of 
his actions, and in particular, that he had 
drawn others with him into misfortunes; but 
he feared to 1)ad consequences or punishments 
after this life. He could not see, why such 
punishments were necessary to satisfy the justice 
of God, even though he allowed that God regarded 
our actions. Man was punished already enough 
in this world for his transgressions. He him* 
self was certainly not happy during the time of 
his greatest prosperity. He had, at least during 
the last months of it, to struggle with many 
disagreeable passions. — One of his principal ob<- 
jections against Christianity was, that it was not 
universal. If it were really a divine revelation, 
it absolutely should have been given to all man- 
kind*. 

* This objection is answered in the most convincing manner 
by Bishop Butler, in his Analogji p. 904. Dr. Munter how- 
ever, with good reason, avoids any argument at present upon 
the subject, but very judiciously places in the hands of the 
Count, an elegant and weU written book. A corresponding 
work I fear that our language does not possess. We have " Evi- 
dences of the Christian religion" in every form and suited to 
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' • I said at tliis time but little, ta answer aJl thiii 
but re<3ommended to bim an exc^lknt booki 
wbioh, as I hoped^ wdoid contribute towards 
eleaiing up his ideas about religion. Hd asked^ 
with a kind of diffidence^ ''What bookr 
lerusalem's C!<nisideTatioi» oh the . principal 
Truths of Religion, said I ; a book which, you 
mtL read with pleasure, if' it even was only £»r 
the elegance of its style. He desired me to 
bring it to him. 

I had observed that he really was very uneasy 
about some of his actions, and I thought proper 
to increase his uneasiness. I suppose my readers 
know how much he was to be blamed for his 



every capacity ; but we have no treatise upon the truths of 
Iffiitural religiout taking up th^ chain of argument where Paley 
leaves it* which is at afl adapted to the perusal of a man of the 
wodd. BuUer's Analo|^, which would otherwise be the very 
booki is unfortunately written in language so inti^icate, as to 
require the attentioii of a student to comprehend. The first 
part of ClarkeV Evidences is, again, so condensed in its rea- 
soning as to be unfit for the purpose. Paley's Natural Theo^ 
logy however might with great advantage have been placed in 
die hands of Struensee^ as it woidd hare ckared his ideas 
respecting the design and the providence of the Deity ; and 
afterwards the 9th Section of Woolaston's Religion of Nar 
tare, eatitled '< Truths bc^i^gipg to a private; man."* With 
ihis hO'Coiild mt fail to have been interested, an it is .wjritten 
both with peripi«uity and with elegance, and comiss close to 
the points in question.* 
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eonduct iowardacQunt Bertistbrf ^; I acquainted 
him^ therefor^ upon taking my leave of luni> 
wUh his death. He called out With an e«i9tiol| 
of heart : '' What, is he dead 2" and seemed to 
shudder. Yes, said I, he is. His wisdom^ reli^ 
gioa^ and piety^ have presenred him the chaxac[t$t 
of a great man to the last ; and it is generally 
bdiieved, that the gritf of lu& last years had hast 
tened his death. When J spoke this, I looked At 
him with aa air which lie seeined: to tmdevstandi 
for he blushed. 

The Second Conference* ' Maitch 3. 

The first thing I had to do now, with Count 
Stmensee, was to convince him of the falsity of 
his system, that man was a mere machine. For 
hence he concluded, that there was no fisture 
fife. Besides, as he looked upon eternity as a 
mere fable, he coidd play no regard to religion 
find morality. 

I reminded him of \a& promise, not 4o oppose 
tratb wilfully, but rather to meet it half way. 
Yoo tiiink your opimon, said I, of nun^s being a 

* €ount Bernstorf was minister of state in Denraaric since 
die year 1750. Struensee got this great and beloVed minister 
dismissed, by a letter of the king's, dated September the 1 5th, 
1770, widi a pension of 6000 crowns ; he retircKd to Hamburgh; 
where he died the 18tfa of February, 1772. T. 

7 
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mere machine^ to be true^ and you conoltide from 

thence more than there is in reality foundation 

for. However, I presume, you think this opinion 

of yours is no more than a philosophical hypo^ 

thes is, and in this view let us consider it to day* 

It is not very necessary ta enter into a particular 

consideration of it, for it cannot be proved from 

thence, that there is no futurity. However, let 

us consider it, that you may not think I intend 

to surprize you.— When I had exhausted all my 

arguments and reasonings*, I found they had 

but little effect upon his understanding. At last 

he owned, that the hypothesis, of the existence 

of a soul, was better founded than his. But he 

said, he had good reasons to maintain his former 

sentiments ; for the knowledge of man was in 

general very uncertain. He might, perhaps^ 

hitherto have imposed upon himself: but he was 

liable, as often as he adopted a new opinion, to 

be deceived. Besides, his mind was, in his pre<- 

sent situation, neither composed nor serene 

enough to examine his present principles. He 

should have done this sooner ; it was now too 

late. * Several things being replied to^ the whole 

* Though it does not appear that in this stage of the gucs* 
tion any arguments would have much weight, yet if the reader 
is desirous of possessing himself of the best on the subject, he, 
will find them in that valuable but neglected book, Baxter on 
ike Said. 
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concluded with a serious and tender exhortation, 
tiot to let the few last weeks of his life slip away 
useless for eternity^ but to do his best, to enter 
into it with good hopes. He then looked very 
earnestly at me, and casting down his eyes, re- 
plied : 

^' You must have a great deal of goodness, 
humanity, and faithfulness of a minister, since 
you are so anxious about my welfare, and are not 
displeased at my not agreeing with you exactly 
in opinion/' 

I assure you, continued I, I shall not, until the 
very last day of your life, desist from exhorting 
and intreating you, and X hope God will bless 
my endeavours. But, good Count, I am afraid 
•of your unhappy disposition, which has contri- 
buted so much to your misfortune ; your ambi- 
tion, and your confidence that you are always in 
the right, prevents your doing justice to truth. 
How is it possible, that you can be still fond of 
an inclination, which has thrown you into such 
a misery ? 

'' Oh !•• said he, ^nhis inclination is gone, I am 
now very little in my own eyes ; and how could 
I be ambitious in this place !*' This passion, an- 
swered I, rages certainly still in your soul. The 
occasions of shewing itself as formerly are only 
wanting. But though it may oppose the truth, 
if you , indulge it, yet take heed, lest despised 
truth should revenge itself. 
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. Sinoe it was now greatly my interest to softer 
his hesu:t forhtunane and tester feeling&^^pr by 
thia I hoped to make way for rdigion — } ]i>egg^ 
Mm to consider^ how ii:ifinitely he had a$ic^ 
liis parents^ aad how much it^ therefore^ wa« hi^ 
duty to use all his endeavours to procure them 
that only domfort which was left them> not to re- 
main in anxiety about his future state. He an- 
ftwered^ '' My^&ther is an honest man, he aots 
aoosrding to hi» own sentiments ; but I belieiife 
he has treated me too severely." You nuiy thittfc: 
no, said I, but I fiincy you ate mistQi^en. Without 
doiibt you have been extravagant from your v^?y 
yotithj which your l^optest fstther disapproved. 
This you called severity. " This is true, but"— r 
But, said I, you knew he was father, and you sco^ 
Were you ignorant that you owed obedience to 
your &ther, who was besides an honest man ? 
" I was dutiful to a certain age." But, said I, 
were you after certain years less son, and he 1^ 
lather ? Confucius, whose morol sysitein, ai; I 
remember to have heard, you prefer .to thafe of 
Christy might have informed ypik better. < He 
replied, *' You are in the right!" 

I left him Jerusalem's Meditations *, whiich jip 
promised to read with attentiivi^ and took my 

* Pascal's Thoughts would be an acbairaUe substitute for 
the book here recommended. Bishop HalFs MedxtaJtUms might 
be useful ; though, perhaps, they would haTc more effect in 
a later stage. 
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leave of him, moved and in tears on accoumt of 
his mbery. He desired me to visit him sooiEi 
again. 

The Third Conference. March 5. 

When I came to the Count, I addressed him 
thus, — ^^ My heart tells me that we shall advance 
to-day a step forwards. I see you read Jerusa- 
lem's Meditations. How far are you advanced^ 
and how do you like the book T '' I am come 
already to that meditation which concerns the 
morality of man. The book is excellently writ- 
ten, and I find nothing which contradicts my 
reason. I found something against my opinion 
of man's being a machine ; but still I think sen- 
sibility proves it, and explains every thing." I 
answered, that the organs of our senses were no 
more than mirrors and spy-glasses, through 
wjuch we observed the objects; that neither 
mirror nor spy-glass could see any thing; but 
there must be a third, who observed the objects 
through these instruments, and this third was 
our soul. 

He was sensible of this, but it seemed to be a 
hard matter for him to own he was in the wrong. 
Nevertheless, it was necessary he should make 
this confession before I could proceed any farther. 
I tmdertook therefore to prove, that the manner 

c 
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m which his opinion had taken its origin^ and 
had interested his heart so much^ tended neither 
to his credit nor to his advantage. I looked 
upon this as the hest means to expel one shame 
hy another. — He interrupted me very seldom 
during the time I was speaking, hut heard with 
much attention, and owned that I had exactly 
pointed out the way which had led him to his 
opinion. After a short pause on hoth sides, 
during which he seemed to be in a deep medita-- 
tion, he called out : '^ Oh ! I hope now, and wish 
for immortality." I guessed directly that the 
reading of Jerusalem had brought him so far, 
and he soon afterwards said himself; '' It is im« 
possible not to be brought over by that book." 

As he now hoped and wished for immortality, 
I thought it needless to enter into more ample 
disquisitions about the existence^ nature, and 
immortality of the soul. Besides, I was afraid 
that these speculative truths might detain us too 
long, and mislead us to various researches which 
are but little adapted to make the heart better. 
It was enough for me that he now was sensible 
of the existence of eternity : however, we talked 
to-day about the arguments for the existence of 
a soul. 

The false ease, which hitherto had rendered 
the Count insensible, and which was supported 
by his persuasion of there being no future life. 
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was now interrupted. I thought it necessmry to 
ramove it entirely before I eould procure him 
true ease of mind. I must ccmviiice him^ there- 
fore» that in that future life, which he hoped and 
wished for, he could not prcnnise himsdf an 
agreeable fivte; and for this purpose his notions 
of the morality of actions were to be rectified 
first. He believed human actions only so far 
good or bad as they were attended with good or 
bad consequences to society. Before I could 
attack this proposition, I thought proper to 
shew how little, even according to this principle, 
he would be able to account for his actions before 
God. I might at present, siedd I, leave your rule 
by which you judge of the morality of actions 
unmolested. Your actions even then would not 
bear scrutiny. I was surprized when he an- 
swered: 

^ I find now, that it is by &r better and surer 
to derive the motives of our actions irom Ood, 
and to consider him as observing them." 

Saying this, he pointed at Jerusalem's book, 
and I thanked in my heart this excellent man 
that he had promoted my endeavours so far* 

In the mean time, I begged of the Count to 
reflect how immoral his actions had been, even 
according to his former principle of morality. 
I had now discovered that side where the wounds 
of his conscience smarted most He was not by 

c2 
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fair so much grieved at thinking that he had 
offended God^ and made himsdf miserable^ as 
that he had ruined his friends with him. This 
sensation of his I laid hold on*^ and endeavoured 
to support and to increase it. I hoped his pain 
might by degrees become more universal^ and 
extend itself over his other crimes. 

I had scarcely began to touch him on this side^ 
when he burst into tears, and owned that he 
found himself in this respect very culpable^ and 
was absolutely at a loss to say any thing in his 
defence. 

* Tbis view of Munter is quite correcti and worthy of atten* 
tion. Ail attempts to eradicate confirmedinfidelity by abstract 
argunaent alone will be fruitless. A sceptic has seldom any 
objection to enter into discussions respecting the nature, the 
immateriality, the immortality, of the soul, or such sort of sub- 
jects, as they give him ample scope for the display of his so- 
phistry and ingenuity ; and even if by an able opponent he should 
be utterly defeated, he is still'as far removed from conviction 
as ever. His pride, the very enemy whom it is our object to sub- 
due, is flattered and increased by the contest. If infidelity 
proceeds ultimately from corruption of the heart, the heart 
must be the object of our attack, otherwise the understanding, 
influenced asit always is in such- cases by the passions, will 
never have free play^ nor come tp an unbiassed determination. 
Some good feeling,' which yet remains, must be awakened and 
brought into action. Such was the course pursued by Munter 
in the case before us. He touched the heart of Struensee upon 
one of the few good points which yet remained^-^his aflection 
for his friends — and we see the beneficial result. 
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Supfpose then^^continued I^ you had to repiaoach 
yourself only with heing the ea;uB6 of all the mkh 
fortunes your friends now labour under, it must 
even then be very difficult or rather imposrihle 
to account for it before God. 

'^ I acknowledge this/' said he, '^ and there- 
fore shall say nothing to excuse myself before 
God, and I hope he yhSl not demand this of me. 
I trust in my repentance and his mercy. Do not 
you think God will forgive me on account of this 
philosophical repentance T 

" According to my notions of repentance^ I 
can give you no hopes. I know but one way to 
receive God's pardon, and tiiis is not by a phflo^ 
sophical but By a Christian repentance. I can- 
not yet produce the reasons why I am obliged to 
think so ; but if you only reflect on God's mercy, 
in which you trust, you will find that it is this 
very mercy which makes it necessary for him to 
be just^ and to shew his aversion to moral evil 
Such mercy as that of God, which cannot dege- 
nerate into weakness, must no doubt be very 
terrible to him, who has offended against it. I 
entreat you not to put a blind and ill-founded 
confidetice in it." — Perhaps I pronounced this 
with a visible emotion of heart, for he interrupted 
me, saying, ^' Your humanity must be very great 
since your patience is not tired." 
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^ I eerteinly siudl not be tired^ baft I am uneasy 
and in pain about you."* 

** You must not be so mudi concerned for me* 
•—What would you do if I was so unhappy as to 
remain unconvinced V 

*^ It would griere me unspeakably. I should 
wish to conceive good hopes of you^ but I fear 
without reason. Pray do what lies in your 
power^ God wfll bless your endeavours. I hope 
you will even yet^ upon good grounds, think 
yourself pardoned by God> and be able to die 
with comfort and a fair prospect into eternity.'' 
Here he called out, with a deep-fetched sigh : 
''May God grant itr 

He added, '* You wish, and I believe from good 
ireasittis, that I might become a Christian.'' 

To be sure, (replied I) I wish it very much ; 
but you know favours are not forced upon any 
body ; and it is nattiral for you to look out fisr 
the greatest that can be bestowed upon you* 
Learn first to feel how dangerous your condition 
is, and your own wants and misery will then 
compel you to search for God's mercy, where it 
is oriy to be found. 

' But pray,^ said he, ^ how can Christianity 
be the only way that is revei^ by God for our 
everksting happiness, since it is so little known 
among mankind, and since there are, even among 
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ChristigQS themselveB> so few that keep its pre- 
cept^r 

*' From yoot first deubts," said I, ^' you mean 
to draw the inference^ that it was against the 
goodness and justice of God not to reveal to all 
men a doctrine which is the only one that can 
render man perfectly happy. But do you know 
whether God will not save those who are igno- 
rant of Christianity by its dispensations^ if they 
behave as well as lies in their power ? And can a 
man, whom God haa presented with a blessing, 
which he denied to others, think himself for this 
reason entitled not to mind this blessing or not 
to value it, because God has not given it to aM 
men? Has he not distributed aH the blessings of 
his mercy unequally among men ; for instance, 
honour, riches, healthy talents, and even the 
knowledge of natural religion ? You see by this 
that your objection proves more than you in^ 
tended.'' 

*' From your second doubt you will conclude^ 
that, because Christianity is observed by so very 
few, therefore it cannot be a sufficient means to 
answer the purpose, it is said, God intended it 
for, and ccmsequently its origin cannot be a 
divine one. But I would wish you to observe, 
that it is a religion ctf free beings, and that they 
are under no control in a matter which concerns 
tiieir happiness. Besides, umandices, errors, and 
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passions, can render the strongest moral argu- 
ments ineffectual. However, it cannot ^be de- 
nied that mankind, upon the whole, since the 
establishment of the Christian religion, has been 
j^eatly reformed, and that its power oyer the 
human mind is strongei: than you seem to 
credit.** 

'^ But even good Christians/' added he, ^' of- 
ten commit sins ! Shall, or can a man in this 
world be perfect? and is it the intention of 
Christianity to produce effects, which, as to our 
present condition, are quite impossible V* 

'^ There is a great difference between the sin of 
a true Christian, of whom we speak only, and 
between the crimies of^a wicked man. The 
former falls but he rises again : the latter con- 
tinues in his transgressions and repeats them. 
And if there was but one Christian only upon 
the whole earth, whose life did honour to his 
profession, it would be a sufficient reason for 
every one that knew him, to examine the religion 
of this only Christian, and to adopt it when he 
found it was well-grounded.'' He said : " Oh ! 
I have so many of these doubts, that it will be 
the most difficult thing to satisfy them all." 

He uttered this with a mien that expressed 
great concern, and I thought proper to comfort 
him by saying, that his doubts would lessen ac- 
cording as he got more acquainted with Christi- 
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anity. And if there ^should be left an uncertainty, 
about some point or other, he might rest satisfied 
with^hinking that God would judge him, accord* 
ing to the time he had had, the condition he was 
in, and the sincerity he shewed in his searching 
after truth; Christianity concerned more the 
heart than the understanding. — I discovered a 
hope that he soon would become a Christian, 
which he seemed to be pleased with, and when I 
exhorted him to pray to God to enlighten his 
mind, he asked : 

'^ Whether a hearty wish, addressed to God, 
was not already prayer or adoration ?" 

I answered in the affirmative ; and after some 
exhortations took my leave, and gave him the 
book of Reimarus * on the principal doctrines of 
natvral religion. 

The Fourth Conference. March 8. 

I HAD now afaready great advantages in my hands. 
The Count was sensible of an approaching eter- 
nity, neither could he, nor would he, any more 

* Bendey'a two first Sermons ogmnH Atheism would have 
much power over the xniad, but his style is so coarse and full of 
invective, that it might perhaps create disgust. Bishop Home's 
Letters on Infidelity, could not £ul to produce a very be- 
neficial effect, Berkley's Minute Philosopher, is an excellent 
book. 
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oppose the impressions which the prospect of 
it made upon him. He was concerned ahout 
his moral condition^ but not enough yet; at 
leasts not on account of the displeasure of God* 
which he was labouring under. He wished 
Christianity might comfort him> but he thought 
it still an impossibility to be fully convinced of 
its truth. I now endeavoured to make Christi- 
anity necessary to him^ for reasons which were 
derived from the misery and danger he was in. 
I intended to give him an opportunity from tim? 
to time to get acquainted with the arguments of 
the Christian religion; that in the same measure, 
as his desire of its comforts increased^ the 
difficulties which he expected to meet with^ might 
decrease. But^ before I could make him truly 
sensible of the danger which his immoral life had 
thrown him into, we had first to agree about the 
reasons^ which the morality of human actions is 
grounded upon. 

Since the Count now believed in the immor- 
tality of the soul, and in some respects in the 
morality of actions likewise, I undertook to cour 
vince that human actions are not good or bad, 
merely on account of their consequences in so- 
ciety, which hitherto had been his opinion. 

The reading of the seventh of Jerusalem's 
Meditations, which treats on the morality of 
human actions, had, as the Count himself owned. 
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already removed many of his doubts, and taught 
him that triie moral liberty did not consist in d^ 
temining one's self according to the first impres- 
sion a thing had made upon us, but that it is 
required to consider a matter properly, and not 
to choose a thing before we are sufficiently ac- 
quainted with it. I shewed him, how impossible 
it was for man always to foresee and to regulate 
the consequences of his actions, on account of 
the infirmity and narrow bounds of his under- 
standing, and because he is so easily blinded by 
his passions. 

Am to this last reason, the Count himself said^ 
^ That our passions would orerpower us, even 
then, when we see that the actions to which they 
excite us might be deterimental to society. They 
would persuade us, that the consequences they 
mij^t be attended with are in our power ; that 
by precaution and acting secretly, we might avoid 
them. They would supply us with various ex- 
cuses, and incline us to think them to be true." 
He did not take it amiss, wh^a I applied this to 
his own life. 

I afterwards proved, that the will of God is 
the only rule by which the morality of actions is 
to be determined ; not because God had ordered 
that this action or another should be absolutely 
good or bad, but because his infinite understand- 
ing found them really so from all eternity, even 
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vrithotit regard to meri^ created with liberty to 
-tresspass against his moral laws. 

The next point I thought necessary to be 
.proved was^ that God had really revealed his wiU 
respecting the morality of actions. I would not 
draw my arguments from the Bible^ since I had 
not yet proved it to be a divine revelation^ but 
rather from the dictates of conscience. 
. This being done^ as well as the nature of the 
proposition would admit of, I answered the ol>- 
jections which the Count made. The, first was, 
^' That though he had no inclination for raising 
any doubts, but should rather endeavour to avoid 
them ; yet the sincerity wherewith our confer^ 
ences were to be carried on, required him to 
tell me plainly, what he was not convinced of* 
Therefore, he owned, that notwithstanding there 
was such a moral sense * in man, he nevertheless 
was uncertain, whether it was bom with him<. 
Perhaps it might be a certain prejudice r . 

If this was so, replied I, how could it happen 
that this prejudice was an universal one, common 
both to the virtuous and the wicked ? 

'^ Perhaps then/' said he, '' it is the effect of 
experience or custom, that we are used to con- 

* For an exposition of the doctrine of the *^ Moral Sense" 
see the invaluable work of Dr. Reid, to whom we owe all the 
clear ideas which we possess on the subject. 
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sider the actions of others^ as relating to our- 
selves.** My answer was, that this . moral sense 
is found in man, before he. is taught it by expe- 
rience and custom. 

'^ And suppose/' said the Coimt, '' we should 
find it a consequence of education ?" 

Neither can this be, replied I, for it is in a 
child prior to education. It is to be met with in 
a savage Greenlander and a Hottentot, who rea- 
sons on some actions more soundly than nations, 
whose. moral sense is tainted by education, and 
by their way of living. 

He now owned, '' that the notion of morality 
was born with us, and that it laid deep in our na- 
ture. That it took its origin £com our Creator, 
and that we, by the dictated of this inward feel-^ 
ing, were informed of the will of God in regard 
to good or bad actions." 

From what he had said, I now drew some in-^ 
ferences, and told him, that in order to qualify 
himself for God's mercy, it was necessary to 
search his .former life, and to acknowledge his 
faults and crimes. I was afraid to leave thfs self- 
examination entirely to himself; and therefore 
told him, that I should review with him his life, 
though it was a disagreeable task for both ; hopiqg 
he. would assist me therein with all sinc^ty. 
He promised to confess every thing, and giving 
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me his hand, he said, be would take me entirely 
for his guide. 

After some silence on both sides, and amidst 
his tears, he looked at me with an air that 
betrayed both anxiety and confidence, imd said, 
*' If my tears come only out of the right source I" 

Good Count, said I, I suspect the reason why 
you cry. It is certainly the misfortune which 
you have thrown your friends into. This is 
your tender side, which pains, even when it is 
but slightly touched. Examine yourself, whe« 
ther it is but personal friei|dship, and tl^ remem- 
brance of mutual enjoyed pleasures, and regret 
for haying lost the hope of their continuation — 
or, whether it is the consciousness that you have 
offended God, religion and virtue, in the persons 
of your unfortunate friends ? 

He considered a while, and at last called out : 
'^ Oh ! it is extremely difficult, to come to any 
certainty in this point 1*^ 

Not long after, he added : '^ I fear it is now 
too late to beg for God's mercy! and per- 
haps I do it in my present situation out of ne- 
cessity !** 

I told him upon this, that though he had rea- 
son to reproach himself very much, that he had 
spent his whole life without thinking of God, or 
ttdeavouring . to mako^ him his friend ; yet there 
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was no distinction betwixt those that came early 
and those that came late *• It was only the sin- 
cerity with which we seek for God's mercy. 

He added, "^ Perhaps I do it out of com- 
plaisance to you.'' To which I replied, that I 
could scarce believe this, because he shed so 
many tears, and was so sorry and so much con-- 
cerned. 

After some consideration, he said : *' Of what 
use would it be to me ? No, (here he took me by 
the hand,) it is not out of complaisance to you." 
He then said : '' I remember that in the Christian 
instructions, which I received in my younger 
days, I was told, a Christian ought to die with 
the utmost cheerfulness , and confidence. But I 
am so anxious about doubts. They return al- 
ways again, notwithstanding I endeavour to re^ 
move them, and wiU not let them gain ground.'* 

I suspected, and found afterwards but too 
justly, that he was throwing out a hint about 
some strange inward feelings, which some Chris- 
tians pretend to have, as indisputable signs and 
consequences of their being pardoned before God. 
I therefore told him, that such inward feelings, if 

. * If tlus be spoken (as it probably was) of acceptance and 
pardon, the doctriae is Scriptural and true; but if it be 8po](ea 
of glorificatbn and reward, it is liable to the strongest objec- 
tions. 
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there ever were things of that kind^ could not be 
looked upon as absolutely necessary^ and as 
things which must inevitably follow. I knew 
many sincere Christians that were without them ; 
and I myself, though conscious of being a 
Christian, had never perceived them. 

He interrupted me, by saying : ^' I myself saw 
a pious man dying, who left this world in great 
anxiety." 

I continued. Good Count, that ease of mind 
which I wish you, when you are dying, and, 
which it is possible you may attain, does not con- 
sist in a visible joy ; it is rather a certain tran- 
quillity of the soul, which arises from a convic- 
tion, that we have fulfilled all those conditions 
which God has laid down as the only ones for 
our receiving his pardon. 

" How tottering," said he, ^^has been my 
former system, and how sure^was I, nevertheless, 
of its truth ! I was resolved, that if I should die^ 
I would adhere to my principles ; . I would sup- 
pose them .to be indisputable, and would let 
death approach without any further scrutiny. 
And for this very reason, I had begged to be 
excused from seeing any Clergyman." 

You see from this, good Count, replied I, 
what a difference there is between truth and er- 
ror. What you mentioned, were your sentiments 
about eight days ago. And now you read Jeru* 



OF COUKT STRUENaSE* 88 

8alem*s work with the greatest assiduity^ though 
he contradicts your principles every where. 
< '^ Oh !" said he^ '' it is an incomparable book ; 
pray bring me the other volumes/' How sorry 
was I^ that then only one volume was pub- 
lished. *' Could you not,** continued he, '* give 
this book to be read by some of my friends, who 
think of religion as I did, and were perhaps in- 
duced to do so by my exan^ple and conversation r 
I promised I , would look out for such oppor- 
tunities. 

I now wanted to conduct him further into 
Christianity^ with whose moral side he was to be 
first made acquainted ; for, as to the dogmati- 
cal part he knew already more of it, though he 
thought it impossible to believe its mysteries. 
However, I was sure, that even here, he would 
become a believer^ if he was first convinced of the 
excellency of the morals Christ has preached, and 
if the mysteries of Christianity were laid before 
him, as Scripture proposes them, separated from 
human explications. To make him conversant 
with the precepts of the Gospel, I thought it best 
to let him read the history of Christ I told hjm, 
I wished that he might learn from the moral 
character of Christ, that he was a good and divine 
man, and one that deserved great credit Per- 
haps it may prepossess you in his favor, when I 
tell you, that even Voltaire, inclined as he is to 
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tealumniate Christy does justice to his moral cha^ 
racter. "Does he?" replied the Count. I will 
read to you^ continued I^ some passages^ from the 
Evangile du jour, which no doubt is a work of 
Voltaire. I added^ that Rousseau was quite 
charmed with Christ's morals^ and his death. He 
remembered to have found something of this 
kind in his Emle. I might recommend to you, 
continued I^ the New Testament^ to read the 
History of Christ ; but I choose to decline this at 
present^ since it is dispersed through all the four 
Evangelists^ and since many places are wrongly 
translated ^^ and many more^ on account of their 
reference to the manners of the times and people, 
and the situation of places, might be obscure to 
you; and since you yourself, probably, have 
abused some Scripture expressions, to ridicule 
and to make a jest of them. *' Yes,*" said he, 
** you are in the right." I promised therefore, 
to bring to him the history of the three latter 
years of the Life of Christ, as it is properly 
compiled, regulated, explained, and told in a 
modern style. 

Cramer had desired me to give his compli* 
ments to the Count, and to tell him, that Count 

* Tliis might be^the case with the Danish version, But cer- 
tainly does not hold good with respect to our own. The English 
Gospels might be placed in the hands of the man of the most 
elegant and fastidious taste. 
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Beimstorf had forgiven him, and that he, in the 
latter days of his life, was very much concerned 
about the salvation of his soul. He asked: 
'f Has Bemstorf lived to hear of my being ar- 
rested ?" Yes, said I, he died about a fortnight 
ago. He burst out into tears agam, and desired 
me to tell Cramer, that he wished to be worthy 
of his remembrance, and that he was obliged to 
him for his intelligence. • 

I left him to^lay Gellert's Lectures on Mo- 
rality *. He had almost finished Reimarus's book. 
During my absence, he always employed the 
greatest part of his time in reading those books 
which I had brought him. 

The Fifth Conference. March 10. 

I FOUND the Count reading Gellert's Lectures 
on Morality, about whose excellency he did not 



* These Lecture* an Morality^ read in the university of 
Leipsic, by the late Mr. GeUert^ were translated last year into 
French. See the Appendix to the 47lli volume of the Monthly 
Review, page 508. T. 

Nelson's Practice of True Devotion is a short, simple, hot 
a very pleasmg exposition of the moral duties of a Chiistian. 
Law's Serious Call and Christian Perfection will afterwards be 
read with much interest ; and also Bishop Taylor's Holy Living. 
The prayers, which are inserspersed throughout the latter are 
very awakening. 

1)2 
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know how to express himself properly. He 
said: 

. '^ Had I but a year ago read such books in 
retirement from dissipation^ I should have been 
quite another man. But I lived as in a dream. 
However^ where are such Christians as are here 
described T 

I told him that I believed Gellert himself to 
have been such a Christian as is described in the 
book^ which was chiefly written^ to shew that 
perfection a Christian was to strive for. I 
reminded him of our agreement^ to examine 
more minutely his moral conduct^ in order to 
convince him more of the greatness of his sins, 
and the necessity of his repentance. 

In a serious exhortation, I begged of him to 
act now. with all sincerity ; and the Count then 
began : 

'^ I know very well that I cannot apologize fox 
my actions. But for this very reason I wish the 
existence of eternity, because God, who knows 
exactly the complication of circumstances and 
the situation I have been in^ will determine more 
truly and justly the morality or immorality of 
my actions, than men ever can do." 

I now delineated the outlines of his character 
as I had reason to think it to be. God, said I, 
has given you not a common understandings 
and^ as I believe, a good natural disposition 
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of heart; but through voluptuousness^ ambi- 
tion and inconsiderateness, you have, corrupted 
yourself. He confirmed my conjectures^ and 
added: 

^ That voluptuousness had been his chief 
passion, and had contributed most to his moral 
depravity." 

We will begin, said I, with this passion, and 
see to what sins it has led you. After describ- 
ing how far it was extravagant, the Count owned 
with great emotion of heart, 

^^ His opinion had always been, that he lived for 
no oflier purpose but to procure himself agree- 
able sensations. He had reduced every thing to 
this point, and if now and then he had done some- 
thing good, he had never considered it as an obli- 
gation of charity, or of obedience towards God,, 
but as a mere means to promote his own pleasure. 
In his very youth, he blindly had abandoned 
himself to all sorts of extravagancies. When he 
found the bad consequences of his irr^ukr life, 
he endeavoured to restore his health again by 
regularity and continence, in order to enjoy plea- 
sure the longer. Having recovered his health, he 
again indulged himself in the irregularities of vo- 
luptuousneiss under a degree of rational restraint, 
antd refr^ned himself from abandoned extrava- 
gancies. What humbled him most, was, that he 
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could not accuse any body of having seduced 
hi]B> hut that he must confess hunself to have 
been his own seducer^ by reading eertidn books, 
which he mentioned.** 

The more minute examination of his life in 
regard to this chief passion of his^ I regulated 
according to certam questions. During the 
whole inquiry, he did not leave off crying. It 
seemed as if he felt a kind of ease, by entrusting 
me with the anxiety of his heart which he felt 
on account of this species of transgression. I 
will write the questions down in the manner I 
proposed them to him, and add those of his 
answers, which are more than a simple oonfes^ 
sion, and can contribute to clear up his former 
way of thinking, and serve to increase the abhor- 
rence of the vice of debauchery. 

How much time has hy yomr eager poisuit of 
pleasures been squandered away, that might and 
should have been employed better t — He gave 
for answer, 

'^ I always imposed upim. myself by thinking, 
because I could work very quick, and could di&r 
patch the business of my difib'ent stations in life 
in less time than many others, that therefore the 
rest of my time ought to be dedicated to my 
pleasures, and was in a manner gained. But I 
see now too late^ how mock it was my duty to 
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hftye been anxious in promoting good^ according 
to that measure of talents which God had trusted 
me with.'* 

How many good actions have been left un-^ 
done 7 and how insatiable have you been in your 
lust ? How much have you meditated to procure 
self new sensual enjojrments ? 

'' To be overloaded with pleasures^ is attended 
with an inevitable emptiness^ and to fill up the 
vacancies makes us study variety of pleasures.'' 

How much did you neglect by this the im- 
proving and forming of your soul and heart ? 
Remember the years you have spent at school 
and the university ! 

'^ It kept me very backward, and not till late 
years did I begin to make myself acquainted 
with those things which I shoidd have learnt at 
school. Being at the university, I lived now and' 
then for whole months together in dissipation 
and extravagancies, but then I kept to iny 
{Studies for a time again. Improving and form;- 
ing my heart I never thought of, before I was 
two or three and twenty years of age. Since 
that time I collected by d^^es those princi^le&: 
of morality I informed you of*" 

How neglectful has your lust made you to-: 
* wards God, yourself, and other men, even in 
.those duties which your particular station iii li3fe> 
required of you ? : . . 
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''I turned my thoughta very little towards 
God^ and did not believe that I owed him any 
thing more^ than a general gratitude for my ex- 
istence. I might perhaps have often neglected 
the particular duties of my respective stations in 
life, for the sake of enjoying pleasures, but at 
other times I have, as a physician, taken great 
pains about my patients.'' 

Veiy likely you have, by the perpetual enjoy- 
ment of sensual pleasures, heated your fancy,' 
and filled it with foiil images, which perhaps 
disturb you still, and hinder your serious reflec- 
tions. In what a giddiness of lust have you lived 
or rather not lived, but only dreamt ? 

'' When I now recollect, I find that my life has 
been but a dream. I remember to have done but; 
little good, by which I might know that I really 
have lived." 

How much has your lust degraded your dig- 
nity as a man, and ranked you among irrational 
creatures, whose pleasures consist only in that 
which is sensual? 

'' I thought myself no more than an animal, 
and believed there was no difference of species, 
but only that there was some degree of perfection 
in a man above a beast." 

Has not your character suffered very much by 
this ? 

^' I always liiought I need not care what 
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the world said. I therefore endeavoured to please 
but a few* But now I find how valuable a name 
is that which is obtfdned by virtue." 

How indifferent has this made you towards 
moral pleasures^ which are the most effectual 
springs to promote virtue^ and are an essential 
part of real happiness ? 

^' In my younger years I was quite indifferent 
towards good sentiments and actions. After- 
wards^ though I was perhaps pleased when I had 
done something which I thought to be good; yet 
I never made any distinction between this nobler 
joy^ and the gratification of my lustful desires." 

How many has your voluptuousness ruined ! — 
Your example^ and the propagation of your prin- 
ciples, have seduced young men into profligacy. 
Many of them have lost their characters, ruined 
their constitutions, and even met their death in 
the pursuit of profligate pleasures. Perhaps des- 
titute widows and orphan children, whose hus- 
bands and fathers were killed by the profligacy 
which you taught them, are now crying to the 
all-knowing God against the author of their mis- 
fortunes! 

He acknowledged, in a very repentant man- 
ner, that he might be guilty of all these crimes. 
His expressions, his countenance, and his whole 
attitude seemed to beg of me not to go on any 
further. I continued : 
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Might you have not been the seducer of innd^ 
cent young women^ and might you not, on such 
occasions, have wilfully sacrificed to your volup- 
tuousness, religion, honour, and virtue? Might 
you not have ruined them in this world, by bin** 
4ering their being married, and throwing them 
into contempt and poverty ? 

'^ I cannot deny that I have been a dangerous 
seducer. I have often deceived innocence by 
my principles. Even women of good sense I 
have conquered; and more than this, I have 
made them afterwards easy again about their 
transgressions. None among those that I at- 
tacked was at last able to resist me, if she did 
not avoid me presently. I was never at a loss 
bow to conquer ; though I must say^ I never 
promised any thing which I did not intend to! 
perform. Notwithstanding I did all that laid in, 
my power to keep those, who through my &ult 
had been temporally ruined, from misery and 
poverty^ I am, nevertheless, now convinced that 
this by no means can excuse me.'' 

Perhaps there axe children that do not know 
you to be their father, who for want of education 
wiU become a burden to society, and are in dan- 
ger of being ruined in this and the future world. 

Here he desired me to take upon me the care 
and education of a child, two years aid, because 
it was his. 

4 
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I scarcely had made inquiry, wheii I heard it 
was dead. I mention this as a proof of his smr 
cerity. I continued : 

And matrimonial ties, which according to the 
unanimous opinion of all nations should be bbt 
ered, I suppose you have broken/ What m ii^ 
reparable injury is hereby done to both parties t 
— and how much must this injustice have afSict* 
6d the injured party ? Remorse of conscience on 
the side of the seduced persons was or will be 
the consequence thereof. Wherewith will yo^ 
excuse yourself, if grief or despondency should 
be fatal to the health or the life of the injured? 
Have not matrimonial happiness and domestic 
peace been frequently disturbed by these your 
transgressions ? 

^ The injured party/' said he, " had often never 
known of it, and in some instances he had rather 
promoted domestic peace by good advice, which 
he had given to the female criminal He owned 
that he thought these excuses formerly sufficient, 
but he did not mention them now with the game 
intent.** 

Perhaps, said I, honest &thers are obliged to 
maintain children, which they are convinced are 
not their own. Of what confusions, enmities; 
and law-suits may this be productive, even aftev 
your death, in &milies that might have remained 
happy, if you had left them undisturbed ? In 
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reply to this and another question^ he confessed 
that^ 

'' In his younger years he had indulged him- 
self in every thing his passion had driven him to^ 
but as to the other question, he knew himself to 
be. innocent/* — ^And this was the only accusation 
of our to-day*s scrutiny^ to which he pleaded not 
guilty. 

NoWj continued I, what misery have all these 
extravagancies thrown you into ? Forget for a 
little while that you have offended God to the 
utmost^ by creating so much mischief in the 
world. Reflect rather on this question only^ 
How has my lustful passion rewarded me^ after 
having served it so faithfully ? You have been 
rewarded with transitory^ disgusting joys^ which 
never have satisfied your desires ; with the dis- 
dain, contempt, and reproaches of all sober peo- 
ple; that knew of your wicked life ; with im- 
prisonment and fetters, with a premature and 
ignominious death. Pray now consider seri- 
ously, suppose I and every body were to live in 
this manner, what would become of human so- 
ciety ? — He answered : 

^^ I foolishly persuaded myself that it was con- 
sistent with the laws of society. The great ones 
in England and France," said I to myself, '' lead 
such unrestrained lives." 

But, said I, does this unrestrained way of life 
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of the great in England and France contribute 
towards the happiness of either nation ? And can 
it be believed that they, in doing so, are more 
happy than people of the middle sort, that lead a 
Kfe which is more strict and more solid ? And 
lastly, are these great ones the whole of society, 
or are they not the smallest part of it, and if 
numbers are to be considered, the most incon- 
siderable part ? 

• During the whole time of this conversation the 
Count was very much moved, and ready to cry. 
I saw how affecting and humiliating the scene of 
his past life was to him. 

''How is it possible," said he, ''that I could 
ever be so convinced of my former principles, 
and could ever forget myself so far ?" 

I recomm^Qided to him to search the whole 
course of his former life more minutely, and left 
him for this purpose further written instructions. 
I gave him likewise the two first parts of the 
three last years of the Life of Christ. The Count 
then said : 

" That he valued the morals of Christianity 
very much, and thought them truly divine ; but 
he was afraid the mysteries of religion might 
prevent his being fully persuaded of its truth, 
though he promised to spare no pains to become 
convinced.** 

Upon this I told him, that the grace of God 
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Would assist Ms endeavours^ and thai his douhts^ 
w<mld cease in time. He then started three ob- 
jections : the first, why the immortality of the 
soul was not taught in the writings of Moses ? 
the second, how Christ could be the Son of God? 
and thirdly, how three persons could be in one 
!Deity ? To the first I replied, that if it was agreed 
that in the writings of Moses * no mention wa» 
made of the immortality of the soul, it did never* 
theless by no means follow, that this doctrine 
was unknown to the Jews, or that the truth of it 
was less certain* And as for his second and third 
objections, I told him, that since their refutation 
Is grounded upon right explanations of Scripture 
passages, for which he was not yet prepared, I 
could only tell him this beforehand, that ther 
Words wherein these mysteries are revealed, 
must be cautiously explained, since they were 
more adapted to inform men of the existence of 
what is above their conception, than to express 
fuDy the nature of the mystery. 

The Sixth Conference. March 12. 

I NOW conducted the Count to the second great 
source of his transgression, which, I thought, 

* The reason for this omission will be better given by any 
one who has read The Divine Legation of Warburton. 
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tvas his ambition* You had> said I^ too great an 
opinion of your understandings and of the good* 
ness of your intentions, which at the bottom were 
but the means to satisfy your chief passion. He 
teplied : 

^ He had been so weak as to suffer himself to 
be persuaded by a person that made too much of 
him, that his understanding was so great, that he 
could do every thing which was in the power of 
man. Helvetius, whom he had read much, had 
likewise induced him to believe this. For he 
says, that since the organization of every man 
was the same, consequently every one was capa^ 
ble of doing the same thing another man could 
do. He had thought himself convinced of the 
goodness of his intentions, though he must own 
he had pursued principles which ought to be 
rejected, and that always the chief end he had in 
view was his pleasure.'' 

I then put him in mind how many people he 
had made unhappy through his ambition ; how 
unjust and hard he had been to satisfy his pas^ 
sion ; how obstinately he opposed those thit un- 
derstood the affairs of state better than himself, 
even then, when he knew he was in the wrong. 
What dangerous and violent means he had used 
♦o keep himself in his dignity, and to what danger 
he had exposed the subjects of the King, particu* 
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larly the inlmbitants pf the metropolis. To thii 
he replied : 

^ It was true^ that he for his own safety had 
made regulations which he had not thought to be 
dangerous, since he knew instances wherein even 
the sight only of such preparations had prevented 
and quelled disturbances. But now, when he 
considered matters more coolly, he saw very well 
that he might have been the author of great mis^ 
chief;* 

I desired him to consider, whether he had not 
made too free with the revenues of the. state ? — 
At how great; an expence he had lived at last 7 — 
What an unconstitutional power he had arrogated 
to himself? &c. 

The two chief passions of the Count, voluptu- 
ousness and ambition, being accompanied with 
great want of reflection, I reminded him of his 
inconsiderate treatment of religion, and how, he 
had made a jest of the most serious things in the 
world> and studied perhaps to communicate his 
opinions to others. To which he gave for an-- 
swer : 

^' He could not deny that religion had fre* 
quently been with him a subject of ridicule. But 
he had been guilty of this kind of inconsiderate- 
ness, mostly in the company of such persons aa 
l¥ere already prejudiced against religion. He 
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n^ver had made it his business to make prose- 
lytes^ though he had made no secret of his irreli* 
gion. He acknowledged himself in all this cul« 
pable before God and his conscience." 

After several other questions^ I asked the Count 
how he could presume to sit at the helm of go- 
vernment, when he knew himself by no means 
qualified for it, being without knowledge of the 
laws and the language of the country, and never 
giving himself the trouble to learn either. I 
charged him with having given new laws incon* 
siderately, and abolishing old ones without reason. 
I blamed him for having discharged old and 
approved of ministers of state, and choosing new 
ones, without knowing them, and trusting in them 
without being sure of their being honest men ; 
only because he thought they would prove them- 
selves to be his friends. 

When I told him that he never had cared for 
the morals of the nation, but had rather pro- 
moted immorality by bad examples, by giving 
every opportunity to do evil, and even by making 
laws tending to promote it, he said : 

'' He always believed, that it belonged only to 
the clergy to attend to the morals of the people. 
He judged of the sentiments of the nation by his 
own, and imagined that every one, like himself, 
looked upon pleasure and an unrestrained life as 
the only happiness.*' 

E 
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When I represented to him, that during his 
administration there was> especially in the metro- 
polis, an entire stop to trade, he replied : 

'^ He had been sensible of that, and it was no 
matter of indifference to him, for he had been 
thinking how to open new ways to promote 
trade,** 

When I asked him how it was possible for him 
to see the universal discontent, and to be sensible 
of it, to be cautioned by friends and foes, and 
neverthdess to neglect all this, he answered : 

^ He had always made himself easy by the 
hopes that this discontent would cease at last^ 
and that the measures he had taken would keep 
him safa" 

Though all these reproaches were severe and 
very humiliating, the Count seemed, neverthe- 
less, not to be^offended by them. Now and then 
he would say somq things in his excuse, which 
were nothing to me, because they did not relate 
to what I h^ in view, and of which I was not a 
judge. However, he was upon the whole full of 
repentance, thoiigh he thought he could apolo- 
gize for some pi^rticular parts of his political 
ponduct. 

'^ He expressed his anxiety, that he thought 
his repentance was not serious enough, or at least 
that he was more sorry on account of some tran»» 
gressions than others." 
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t answered, this fear of his was a good sign, 
and a proof of the sincerity of his repentance* 
I reminded him of God's mercy towards him> 
since in his prison he had time and opportunity 
toconsider his former actions^ and to repent of his 
crimes, I asked what might have hecome of 
him, if an assassination had taken place, which hQ 
was so oft^i threatened with, and which so easily 
could hftve been put into execution ! 

Since the last 4^n&rence, th^ Count had read 
the tw^ first parts of the history of Christ, and ( 
inquiring how he liked tie man 9 he said ; 

^' His morals and his personal conduct ara 
exedlent. The first are undouhtedly the best 
adyice i^r men to make themselves happy in all 
situations in U|e« Here and there I foupd ^omci- 
thing which I did not understand, and which 
perhaps is to be chained firpm the manners wd 
condition of those times. But I have met with 
inany thkigs that have affected me much. It 
has humbled me to find here many good things 
which I had leuned in my youth from Scripture, 
and which I afterwards believed I owed to the 
reading of other book?*" 

When I inquired of him, if it was likely that 
^ man wh^sf Ufa and morals were so excellent, 
and who acted so disinterestedly ('' and," w hf 
added himself, "^ who sacrificed his life to con^ 

£ 2 
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firm the truth of what he preached") was capable 
of imposing upon the world by false miracles, he 
answered : 

^' No ! it is quite improbable.'' 

I then told him that there are two ways to be^ 
eome convinced of the truth of the Christian re- 
ligion. The first and the more sure one, was a 
constant practice of Christ's precepts. By this 
a mai\ may be convinced by his own experience 
of the excellency of his religion. The other 
was a candid examination whether Christ had 
proved himself to be a true messenger of God, 
by delivering a doctrine which was worthy of 
God, and by performing undoubted miracles. 
As to the doctrine, he had owned already that it 
was really divine; and if the greatest of his 
miracles, his resurrection, could be proved, it 
followed in course, that the rest of his miracles 
were true, or at least could be so. I told him it 
was necessary for him to examine the evidences 
in behalf of this miracle himself; and for this 
purpose I should give him a book which was 
written by a deist, who was induced to turn 
Christian after examining the resurrection of 
Christ. 

The Count seemed to be greatly pleased by 
this ; and I left him with sanguine hopes, after I 
had given him the third and fourth parts of the 
Life of Christ. 
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The Seventh Cintferenee. March 14. 

General Lieutenant Holb^i^ the commander of 
tiie castle where the Count was prisoner^ told me^ 
that since my last visit he had been very uneasy : 
that he frequently on a sudden started from the 
couch upon which he used to lie during the 
whole time of his imprisonment: that he had 
been sitting for half an hour together^ hanging 
down his head^ buried in deep thoughts^ and 
sobbing had shed a great many tears. When I 
entered the prison^ I found him reading Gellert^ 
and reading indeed I always found him whenever 
I came: 

** I must be quite deprived of all my reason," 
said he, *' if I did not own, that I should have 
lived as this book teaches me. Oh ! had I but 
read such books in the days of my prosperity, I 
am sure they would have convinced and reformed 
me.'* 

His countenance expressed great concern, 
shame, and uneasiness. And when I asked him 
how he did, he replied : 

^M am very uneasy since yesterday. I cannot 
seriously enough repent of having led so bad a 
life, and of having acted upon such wicked prin- 
ciples, and used means so detrimental. My pre* 
sent condition, and even my death, do not con^ 
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cern me so much as my base actions ! And it is 
quite impossible to make any re{Mirati6n fot what 
I have done to the world* — Pray^ my dear friend, 
do not be tited^ tibd do not leave me." 

Though I had the greatest compassion toW^U^ 

him^ yet I thought I had tot reason enough at 

piresent to make him quitfe cote]p0s6d. But wheki 

he deemed to hk &^aid hU tep^ntahc^ might b6 

too late, I comifol*ted hitti in this IreiSpeet, hhd 

proinised to show liiyiself his friend to the tety 

last* My iiitention by this visit Was to give him 

opportunities to recollect his former li^, and to 

point out to him the Way for a iseirious repentance; 

but the uneasiness I found him in, would not a]-* 

low me to act so seriously as I intended. Among 

other subjects which we were talking upon, was 

the pain and grief which he had caused to his 

honest parents from his earlier days, and now in 

particular towards the latter end of his life. I 

entreated him to consider how often he had of» 

fended them by his disobedience and obstinacy, 

and made them grieve about his open OOntempt 

of all religion. — ^What anxiety, continued I, tfiust 

you have caused to these venerabte petsolitt, by 

those inconsideriate steps you havetfiikfen dutifig 

your residence in this lAetropolift ! — Evetf hewn 

of the too hasty itaiirease of th^ir son s ptospority, 

of the means he got at it, and the use be made of 

his power, must liave struck ti kind of deadly 
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terror into them! — They must have trembled 
every day on account of the danger which 
threatened their flon ; and into what an unspeak- 
aUe grief must your sudden £edl have thrown 
them! — How dreadful must thdr expectation be 
on account of the issue of your affairs^ and the 
danger your soul is in!~How humiliating to 
them wQl be the manner of your death ! Will 
they ever be comforted^ and may it not shorten 
thdr lives ? And who is the author of all this ? 
Are not you, their son ? 

I had, folr several days, had a letter of the fa- 
ther of the unfortunate Count in my pocket, and 
I thought this motnent the properest to deliver 
it The whole letter is as follows : 

^* I could wish that these lines, if possible^ may 
reach you, that you may read and consider. The 
melancholy, grief, and anxiety of your parents, 
on account of their sons, I am not able to ex« 
press. Our eyes swim in tears, day and night. 
Our souls cry fbr mercy to God without ceasing* 
But I will speak no more of this. There is but 
one thing which lies heavy upon my mind, and 
that of your much afflicted mother. You know 
our sentiments. You know our intention whei^ 
we educated you. You remember how often and 
how seriously we inculcated this great truth, that 
^ godliness is prt^able unto all tUngs.' 

'' As often as I had occasion to speak to you^ 
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even then^ when you were in a public character, 
I reminded you of the omnipresent God^ and ex- 
horted you to be careful in preserving a good 
conscience. Your own heart will tell you^ how 
£Eur you have lived up to the exhortations of your 
&ther* 

'^ It is already a long while that your parents 
have been in great anxiety about you. Since we 
lead a retired life> and have very few acquaint- 
ance, and you yourself have written nothing 
about your circumstances, the prayers and sighs 
of our straitened hearts have ascended to God in 
secret, and in our anxiety we cried, that your soul 
might not be lost. Three different times, at 
Halle^ Gedem^ Altona^ you were looked upon as 
a dead man by those that stood about your sick 
bed. God has saved you and preserved your 
life : certainly with that only intent^ to prepare 
you in this time of grace for an happy eternity. 
The same is now the chief intention of your 
gracious Redeemer^ in your prison. You are 
his creature^ he loves you^ you are redeemed by 
the blood of Jesus. God is a reconciled father. 
Ypu are baptized in the name of the Trinity. 
He will make an everlasting covenant with you^ 
and he wiU not desist from doing good to you. 
Return to your God, my son^ he will not hide 
his face of grace from you. Mind the voice of 
your conscience, and the conviction which the 
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Spirit of God produces in your soul. Pray to 
God that he may disclose to you the true inward 
state of your soul^ that you^ enlightened by God» 
may see how much you are corrupted. Employ 
the solitude you are in now to search your whole 
life in the sight of the all-knowing God^ that you 
may see how great and how detestable your sins, 
are. Do not flatter yourself. Be rigorous with 
yourself. Accuse yourself and judge yourself 
before the tribunal of God^ whilst you are still 
enjoying this time of grace. 

" When you shall feel your sins to be a heavy 
burden^ your heart then will humiliate itself be- 
fore God, you will pray for mercy, and you will 
seriously detest and abhor your transgressions. 
You then will see the great importance and ne- 
cessity of the redemption of Christ. You then 
will take refuge in him who receives sinners, 
who was made to be ^Hnfor us, who has paid the 
debts of our sins, and suffered their punishment, 
that we might be made * the righteousness qf God 
in Mm, €md might have redemption through his 
hlood, the forgiveness of sins, (according to the 
riches of his gra4:e.* Still the blood of Christ 
speaks for you. He that is merciful still stretches 
forth his hands. Without Jesus there is no sal- 
vation. He is the cause of it. Even for your 
sake ^he has received gtfts' You may have in 
him righteousness for your peace of mind and 
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for your sancdfication. O tHat Jesus might be 
glorified in your heart In him we have happi- 
ness whibt vfe Mre, whilst we suffer, whilst we 
die, and after death. 

^ Your mother gives her love to you. She 
weeps, — ^sbe prays with me, for our unfortunate 
sons. My son, my son, how deeply do you 
afflict us! Oh! could we but have this only 
comfort, that our sons turned with all their heart 
unto the Lord, and that we with joy might find 
them again in eternity before the throne of the 
Lamb! 

^ Your crimes, which brought you into prison, 
are not properly and sufficiently known to us« 
What is talked of and read in public about you, 
is of such a nature that your parents condemn 
and detest it. Oh ! I wish to God you had re« 
inained a physician. Of your rise to honours we 
were informed by the newspapers ; but it waa 
no matter of joy to us ; we read it with grief. 
Oh ! that you had kept, in all your transactionsji 
a clear conscience with much wisdom, piety^ and 
humility, for the good of Denmark, and that you 
might have submitted, with all due subjection, to 
an the commands of your Sovereign, We can- 
not altogether judge about this matter for want 
of information. But know, that though we love 
our children, we neverthdess do not approve of 
their crimes, nor will weexcusieor palliate thenu 
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or call thein good ; we rather hate all sms, de-* 
test, condemn, and abhor them, and praise God 
when lie manifests his jnst wrath oy« the 
wicked, and shews his mercy to the repenting 
and the fiuthful. The Lord our God be your 
physician in your imprisonment, and cuie tbo* 
toughly the w6unds of your soul. 

^ We your parents recommend you to the love 
of the Lord that has mercy on you. May Jesus, 
who is b, compassionate High-priest, remember 
you for good at the right hand of God, that you 
aiay receive mercy before the throne of grace, 
and be pardoned unto everlasting salvation. Yea, 
Jesus ! thou great friend of mankind, who wilt in 
no wise cast out him that comes to thee, help 
|»arents and children to life everlasting I" 

Jicndiburgi March 4, 1772, 

When I told the Count that 1 had a letter from 
bis fiither to him, he took it with a kind of 
eagerness, and began to read. But he had not 
half finished it, when he laid it down, weeping 
bitterly. Looking then at me with an air of 
4ionfidence, he said, '^ It Is impossible for me to 
read any further ; I will begin again by and by." 

My answer was. Read it by yours^, and read 
it often. It is a letter of an honest, afflicted, 
.and tender parent. Endeavour to comfiNrt your 

9 
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virtuous father and your pious mother^ by a 
Christian-like answer. You know very well what 
alone can comfort them. 

'^ Oh ! my God/' said he, in a manner which 
cannot be expressed, ^^ I cannot write to them, I 
do not know how I shall act !" 

You will have time, replied I, to consider 
about this. — ^He afterwards praised his father for 
being an honest man, whose actions agreed with 
his sentiments, and his mother for being a 
matron, that deserved reverence and was really 
pious. He said, she had given him the best 
opportimity to learn by her own example, prac^ 
tical Christianity. He begged of me, " To write 
soon to his parents, to tell them the whole truth 
how I found him, and to assure them that he 
would do his best, and had the best intention, to 
die like a Christian." — He was so much affected, 
that he was scarcely able to pronounce these 
words. 

I had now given him opportunities enough 
for self-e;xamination. His repentance was really 
sincere, and I could trust in it so much the more, 
as he was a man of cool blood, and one who, 
through principles and practice, had obtained 
great power over his passions, and who certainly 
could not have been moved by any thing else, but 
by the serious remonstrances of his conscience. 
I reminded him of that hope, which he formerly 



OF COUNT STRUENSEE, 61 

had entertained^ that God would shew him mercy 
on account of his philosophical repentance. I 
desired him to tell me whether he thought this 
still to be true? He hardly knew what to 
answer, but at last, he said : ^' I feel it too much, 
that I have no grounds for such a hope. I am 
no more inclined to deceive myself." 

I now wanted to make him acquainted with 
the proofs of Christianity ; for which purpose, I 
had brought him West's Observations on the 
History and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. I de- 
sired him to read this with attention. And if he 
should find, that there was the greatest credibi- 
lity in the history of the resurrection of Christ, 
he then should ask his reason, whether he had 
no obligation to believe him, that was risen, to 
be a messenger of God to men, and his doctrine 
to be true and divine ? 



The Eighth Conference. March 16. 

My first question was : Is it probable that sins 
should be punished in a future world which 
were committed wilfully, which were often re- 
peated, and which were terrible on account of 
their consequences ? 

He answered, "That if one looked upon it 
with mere reason, it should seem probable that 
the uneasiness of conscience and the natural 
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amsequences of sins, were sufficient for their 
punishment" 

Many r(^asons being produced o« ipy iMb, 
mi among the rest, tlmt many went out of this 
world without any remorse of conscience at all ; 
the Count gave his ohjection up, And when I^ 
at the conclusion of those arguments which are 
in favour of rewards and punishments^ proposed 
tjie question : Why even a sinner who disap- 
proves of all religion^ is at k^t th^ afraid, when 
he sees certain deaUi before hLsi eyes ? 

The Count said: '' It might perhaps be no- 
thing else but that natural fear of death whidi 
is common to all." But he found afterwards 
this Objection removed by his own ejcperi^ce { 
for he 0¥nied he was now less afraid on account 
of his death than of his sins. However, he be^ 
lieved he should have died with v^ry little fear, 
even if we had not become acquainted, and he 
had not read those books I brought him. 

When I endeavoured to prove that mere re- 
pentance is not sufficient to satisfy divine justice 
respecting our crimes^ and asked what he would 
think of a judge who should pardon every crimj^ 
nal when he shewed signs of a serious vepenV 
ance ; he answered, ^ he should think him to b9 
a good man though a weak one, who was i|ei- 
ther just nor wise, and unfit to be a judge^** 

Upon this, I undertook to convince him tiiat 
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imtei repentance, or reparation of damages^ or 
reformation of life^ were insufficient to expii^ 
onr iBiQ$ before God t I concluded, that these 
three mentioned meaps^ which reason recom** 
mends for obtaining pardon, are insufficient 

I afterwards told the Count, that though )i« 
could not repair the damages he had done, be- 
cause he was so near eternity, he nevertheless 
could still do something which resembled, in 
some respects, a reparation ; and this was, that 
he should endeayour to effiice those bad impress 
sions he had made upon the mind3 of the people* 
by shewing himself now quite a different man in 
his conversation and his whole behaviour. The 
Count assured me, '' that he himself already had 
thought this to be his duty. He had spoken ta 
an officer about the moral doctrines of Chris** 
tianity, and exhorted him to obey them strictly. 
But he had not spoken like a fully-convinoed: 
Christian, for he was none yet, and he thought 
he had no right to play the h3rpocrite.'* He ad^ 
ded, '^ that he heartily wished he could only con* 
tribute something towards the re&rmation of 
those of his friends, whose morals and aentimenta 
he had corrupted by his example and by hia 
conversation." 

When I had proved that laith in Christ wa» 
the only way for reconcHiatkm, I inquired of 
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him how he had found the evidences of Christ's 
resurrection. 

'* You know/* answered the Count, *' that for 
some days past my mind has been very uneasy 
and my body sick. I confess both have hindered 
me from reading that part of the book with suf- 
ficient attention, which examines and compares 
the circumstances of the resurrection of Christ. 
However I have found in the latter part the fol- 
lowing arguments, which have made a great im- 
pression upon my understanding. The disciples 
of Christ were not credulous, but were with dif- 
ficulty convinced of the resurrection of Christ 
by the unanimous testimony of all their senses. 
The Jews never examined the affair judicially, 
though they had the best opportunity for it, and 
it was their interest to shew it was fictitious. 
I likewise look upon the propagation of Chris- 
tianity as another argument of the truth of 
Christ's resurrection ; for if it had not been cer- 
tain that Christ had risen, Christianity could not 
have spread so quick and so far as it has done. 
The doctrine of Mohammed is in regard to its 
propagation not to be compared with Chris- 
tianity. However, I could wish to know, whe- 
ther any testimonies for Christ's resurrection are 
to be met with in heathen authors." 

I told him, that Suetonius, Tacitus, Plinius, 
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and Josephus made mention of Christ, though 
there was a dispute about the passage of the 
latter being genuine. 

^ I cannot deny,** said the Count, '' that 
Christ's resurrection seems to be probable ; but 
it appears to me a little odd, that he, after his re- 
surrection, did not shew himself to his enemies.'* 

This objection I endeavoured to remove, by 
shewing that such a testimony would have been 
of no use, and would never have convinced the 
Jews, on account of their obstinacy. 

The Count being exhorted to pray, he assured 
me that he already frequently prayed. And 
when he repeated his complaint that his repent- 
ance, on account of some actions, and in relation 
to some persons, was greater than on account of 
others, I told him, that this was very natural ; 
that he always would find himself more concerned 
on account of the misfortunes he had brought 
upon his friends, his parents, his brothers, and 
Count Brandt. 

After some silence he said : '^ I do not know 
whether error and passion might not carry me 
away a second time, in case I should enter the 
world again. But such as I find myself now, I 
detest my extravagancies, even those which gave 
me pleasure ; and I believe that in case I had an 
opportunity of indulging myself itgain, I should 
not commit them.** 
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When I exhorted him not to commit any 
wrong action which be might in his presmit cir- 
cumstance be capable of doings and desired him 
to be upon his guard against telling any untruth 
before his judges^ or apologizing for himself 
when he had no ground for it^ or concealing 
what was true, he answered : 
. ^^ I know that by a sincere confession, I gain 
in the opinion of honest men. I am convinced 
that all my future happiness, which I now hope 
to obtain, would be lost if I should attempt to 
conceal the truth. I even believe, according to 
the morals of Christ, that a lie, though told with 
a good intent of promoting Christianity and 
virtue^ would be culpable. You therefore may 
depend upon my telling without reserve every 
thing I shaU think myself guilty of." 

When I took my leave of him, he said : '' I 
see how much you are concerned about my sal- 
vation ; that you love me, and as a sincere friend 
want to promote my real good. . I look upon 
you as my only true friend in the world. When 
shall I see you again? I am longing for you 
when you are not here T — I replied. 

The day after to-morrow you will certainly 
see me again; but the nearer the time draws 
that shall decide your fate, the more frequently 
I shall visit you, and stay longer with you. 
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He smiled and said : '' I hope you will not fall 
sick." 

I gave him to^iay * Bonnets philasopkical 
Examnation of the Arguments of Christianity. 



The Ninth Conference. March 1& 

I NOW recommended Scripture to the Count. 
The New Testament said I, gives the most per- 
fect information, and the Old Testament agrees 
with the New, particularly in that chief point of 
man's redemption. I pointed out and explained 
several passages of the prophets which corre- 
spond with the Evangelists, and drew the infer- 
ence, that even this must prepossess usr greatly 
in favour of the truth of the Gospel history. The 
Count replied : 

'' If one had a mind to entertain a suspicion, 
one might say Christ had formed himself after 
the character of the Messias> as it was drawn by 
the prophets, to act the part of this great Per- 
sonage.^ 

I answered : If he had had a mind to do 
this, he would have acted his part in conformity 

* Locke on the Reasonableness of Christianity , and the two 
chapters in his Essay on the Human Understanding, on Faith 
and Enthusiasm, are peculiarly happy in hringing the soundest 
phjtosophy to the aid of the Gospel. 

F 2 
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with the prejudices of the Jews^ and appeared in 
the character of a worldly hero. 

^' To be sure, (was his answer) he then would 
have employed quite different means. It is im* 
possible for an impostor to act thoroughly the 
part of an honest man. Besides, there are pro- 
phecies, which, in regard of their being fulfilled, 
did not depend entirely upon Christ. For in- 
stance : the casting lots over his garments, and 
his being crucified. One as well as the other 
depended on accidental circumstances. If the 
Romans had not been at that time masters of 
Jerusalem, he might not have been crucified, 
but rather been stoned to death.** 

We examined hereupon those Scripture pas- 
sages which treat of the redemption of mankind 
by Christ. I endeavoured to prove that this re- 
demption, as it is taught in Scripture, does not 
contradict any of God's attributes, but is in all 
respects adapted and suitable to the condition of 
men. — This ^being done, after it had taken up 
much of our time, I entreated the Count most ear- 
nestly to convince himself of this chief doctrine 
of Christianity, that there is no salvation without 
Christ, and to adopt it for his own everlasting 
welfare. He said, '' he should raise no diflicul- 
ties, but should do as much as he could to become 
convinced of a doctrine which must be of so 
great importance to him. He had no other 



OF COUNT STRUENSEE. 69 

hopes but from this quarter only, and why- 
should he therefore not be desirous of partaking 
thereof?" 

I found him at once greatly moved again. 
He complained with tears in his eyes — '* that 
his old idea of a total annihilation of our whole 
existence after death, would return now and then 
and make him uneasy." 

I told him it was very difficult to eradicate old 
ideas we were formerly so much pleased with : 
But I hoped he would always get the better of 
ihem, if he kept those arguments in view which 
he had found convincing in those books he had 
read upon this subject. 

He then asked me ; " If I never .had enter- 
tained any doubts about eternity ?" No ! was 
my answer ; I always found it suitable to my 
wishes. I got early acquainted with its proo&. 

Upon the Count's complaining that he still 
was afraid his repentance might not be sincere 
enough ; I advised him to do just such actions 
as were opposite to his former vices, and to seize 
every opportunity which was left for him of 
doing good. I said I would propose something 
to him. The proposal was, that since he was 
very sorry for having many of his former friends 
prepossessed against religion by communicating 
to them his principles, he should renounce these 
principles publicly. He should give an account 
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to the world of the sentiments in which he 
mtended to die, and of the manner they took 
place. 

^ This is what i shaU do/ replied he ; ''I 
will consider in what manner I could draw this 
up to make it most useful/' — ^Lastly, he wished 
^' that he might have a lively sensation o! the 
comfort of religion :" He said, ** he prayed 
heartily to God for it." I told him, God would 
grant him his wishes, and that it would follow in 
course the more he became convinced of the truth 
of the Christian religion, and of the sincerity of 
the alteration in his sentiments. 

He answered : ^' I hope to become convinced. 
I formerly thought that whoever embraced Chris- 
tUnity was to renounce aU reason; but I now 
see plainly^ that nothing stands more to reason 
than Christianity ; and I promise you, that I will 
do my utmost to make my sentiments conform- 
able to the will of God.'* 

I then continued : Your mind will grow easy, 
and you will feel the comforts of the Gospel. 
But, nevertheless, you may feel anxiety and fear 
towards the latter end of your life, and upon the 
way to the scaffold. I tell you this before-hand, 
lest you may think xeligicm could not comfort 
us when we are to die. Natural feax of death, 
the terrifying circumstances your's will be at- 
tended with, and your being conscious that you 
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by your crimes brought yourself to it, will not 
be altogether removed. But by the assistance 
of religion, you will have a ccdm and hopeful 
prospect into eternity. 

He had now finished Bonnet's book which I 
had left with him, and declared it had given him 
great satisfaction. And since Rousseau had been 
his favourite author, and I feared his objections^ 
agamst Christ's miracles might appear to him of 
consequence, i gave him Claperede on the Miror 
clesqfthe Gospel* , to let him see how weak 
Rousseau's objections are against facts. 

The Tenth Conference. March 20. 

My intention in this conference was to convince 
the Count that reason could make no objections 
of any consequence against the doctrine of the 
redemption of the world by Christ. 

'* I myself,*' said the Count, ''have been 
thinking already on this subject. Perhaps God 
will try our intentions towards his precepts, by 
demanding our faith in favour of this doctrine of 

* Our language is rich in defences of Scripture mii;acle8» 
CampbeUi Adams, Beatue, may each be read with satisfaction, 
especially the latter. Powell's ^th and 7th Sermons are short 
and acutCi and contain the marrow of the question* 
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xedemption. And if this should be the case^ it 
is sufficient reason for us to believe it" 

Hereupon I proved that the doctrine of re- 
demption glorifies the divine perfections, and is 
absolutely necessary to human happiness. At 
the conclusion of my arguments I intreated the 
Count to profess himself a Christian by believing 
in Christ. '' Cease, said I, good Count, to be an 
unhappy man. Believe in Jesus, and your sins 
will be forgiven you. Your death will open you 
the door intaa blessed eternity." 

Here ensued a scene which was movii^ tame 
beyond description. Never felt I such joy. 
Never have I been so sure of the happiness of 
having brought back a sinner from his errors ! I 
shall never forget this solemn and joyful hour, 
and never cease to praise God for it. 

^* I should be guilty of the greatest folly," 
said the Count, ^* if I would not embrace Chris- 
tianity with joy, when its arguments are so over- 
balancing, and when it breathes such general 
benevolence. Its effects upon my heart are too 
strong. Oftentimes I cannot help crying when 
I read the history of Christ. I think already 
with hope on my death. I have acquainted my- 
self with the most terrifying circumstances. I 
do not know how I shaH be when the awful hour 
comes.. At present I am not uneasy about it ; I 
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find nothing that makes me anxiously wish for 
this life. I will confidently expect . forgiveness 
of my sins through Christ* And to you, my 
dear friend, I am infinitely obliged that you 
have brought me so far." 

I embraced him, and exhorted him to thank 
God for it We prayed together. 

I would now have left him, but he begged of 
me to stay half an hour longer, which I did. 

He complained that his former idea, that there 
perhaps was no eternity, now and then returned 
to him (and in fact it did not leave him ^otirdy 
until a few days before his death). He said, 
with a kind of indignation and grief : Some- 
times I think again ; suppose my former idea 
was true, that we have no existence after death ? 
But I comfort myself by reflecting, that I abhor 
the idea ; and that I am sensible it would be a 
very unhappy prospect if all my wishes and ex« 
pectations of futurity should be vain. I tremble 
when this melancholy thought disturbs me, and 
I ann myself against it by recollecting the 
various convincing proofs which are alleged in 
favour of Christianity as well as of a future state. 
I am now fully determined to follow the same 
rule in my new principles which I had laid down 
in regard to my former ones. For my intention 
was, to think on the approach of death in the 
following manner : I have examined my idea that 
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every thing ceases with this life, and I have fotmd 
it to be true. Therefore, if I should die, nothing 
shall make me think otherwise ; and I will die 
with a confidence, that, in case I should be wrong, 
God is a benevolent being who wiU forgive my 
error. But I see now that my former notions of 
God's mercy are unworthy of the Supreme Being. 
I have now examined Christianity with greater 
exactness than I ever did my cdd system, and by 
this examination I am convinced of its truth. I 
therefore will remain firm. Neither my old sys* 
tem, nor new doubts, shall henceforth stagger 
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He then, after some questions about the in- 
spired writers, told me, that he now was fre- 
quently reading the Bible since I had given him 
one. He sud, '' he should like to know what 
reasons there were to believe the sacred books 
were really written by those authors to whom 
they are inscribed." 

For this very purpose I had brought with me 
D. Less's* book on the Truth of the Christian 

• The Trathof the Christian Religioii, byD. Less, Piofessor 
ind Doctor of Divinity at Gottingen. Bremen, 1 768. Svo. T. 

There is no book in which this is shown in a more dear or 
convincing manner than in Paley*s Evidence^^-^ book which 
should, on every account, be placed in the hands of the con. 
wt. Jortin's Six Disamrser am ike Truth of the Christian 
^Hgim, Qonld not fidl of making a deep lAprassion upon a 
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Religion. I desired him to read it, and he would 
find sufficient historical proofe to believe that 
the books of the New Testament were really tho 
writings of those Evangelists and Apostles ta 
whom they were attributed. 

He told me after this, that he frequently prayed 
to God to enlighten and confirm him in truths 
He added, ^M am sure God will hear my prayers 
and bless my endeavours." 

The Eleventh Conference. March 21. 

I FOUND him reading D. Less's book on the 
Truth of the Christian Religion, and he said : 
^ It was something remarkable that there were 
so very few evidences in the first century of the 
authenticity of the books of the New Testament."^ 
To which I repHed, that it was owing partly to 
the books of the New Testament having been 
written either about the middle, or towards the 
end of the first century, and that for this very 

cultnrated mind. Dr. Clarke^s Evidences, when they ccnne to 
die subject of Chnatianity itsdf, lose much of their previous^ 
dryness, and may be read by any man, but more especially by 
a scholar, with great satisfaction. Bisbop Gibson's Pastoral 
Letters are happy in uniting practical morality with evidence 
and argument. Their style, however, is perhaps too didactic 
to suit every reader. But in this, as in all other points, the 
spiritual adviser must use his own discretion. 
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reason but very few copies could be taken; 
partly that there were but few writers of the first 
century that had an opportunity of mentioning 
any thing concerning the authenticity of the 
writings of the Apostles. 

The Count said further : '' That from thfe short 
mention made in this book of the chief deistical 
writings^ he found that the objections against 
revelation were but very triflings and that he was. 
ashamed of having suffered himself to be imposed 
upon by such insignificant objections. He never 
imagined that Christianity was founded upon 
such strong arguments, and that they would so 
convince him.*' — He then spoke much in praise 
of those books he had read during his imprison^ 
ment ; particularly of Gellert's Lectures on Mo- 
rality. He wished that those who had been 
seduced by him from virtue might read them. 
He said, he had in this respect Count Brandt 
particularly in view, and added : *^ I hear that he 
still is very gay, but I imagine it would make a 
great impression upon his mind if he was told 
how my sentiments are altered. Though he has 
not been more virtuous than I have, yet he al- 
ways had a better opinion of religion than I bad. 
Would you be so kind as to go to him, and tell 
him how you find me, and beg him to be now at 
least a little more serious ? Or would you rather 
write to him T 
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I answered^ there are difficulties both vrays, 
which may be avoided if you will charge the cler- 
gyman who attends Count Brandt with this mes- 
sage. Are you ready and inclined to do this ? 

^' Yes," said he, *' bring the Dean Hee to me, 
I will beg this favour of him in your presence. I 
am not ashamed to confess what I am so well 
convinced of. I wish I had an opportunity to 
declare it to all my former acquaintance." 

Here he told the truth, for hitherto he had 
said nothing to the officers who guarded him; 
but now he began to entertain them frequently 
with religious conversations. He said: ^'That 
he had been recommending religion and a virtu- 
ous life to an officer, and his answer was : He 
had nothing to say against religion ; but to obey 
its precepts in regard to sensual pleasures and 
lust, seemed to him impracticable. He then, by 
quoting his own example, shewed him how neces- 
sary he himself had formerly thought these things 
to be, and how unhappy they had made him. He 
had intreated him to read Gellert often, who 
would convince him how useful it was to conquer 
even our favourite sins«" 

He added : " What a difference is there be- 
tween that virtue which Christianity demands, 
and that which the world calls an honest life ? If 
mere worldly people, that think in the same man- 
ner as I have done formerly, should judge of my 
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actions according to their system of morality^ I 
bdieve they would think them to be honest 
enough, as I did formerly mysel£'' 

Tou must even now> said I^ take great carenot 
to think too well of some of your actions ; to which 
he replied : 

^ I know very well that respecting all my 
actionsj which I thought to arise from good in- 
tentions, ambition and voluptuousness had as 
great a share in them as my love towards that 
which is good. I count them nothing before God 
and my conscience. When in my former situar 
tion, I fancied that I acted well and deserving of 
jNrabe, I thought like the Pharisee in the GospeL'* 

From this time I observed in the County a cer- 
tain calmness and serenity of mind» which seemed 
to arise from the hopes that God for Christ's 
sake would pardon him. This situation of his 
mind had been particularly visible to his judges 
in his last examination. They had not seen him 
since the time I haid visited hini^ and could there- 
fore better observe the alteration than I^ who had 
conversed with him so often during this time. 
One of them told me, that he had behaved cm 
his examination extremely well, and had appealed 
once> with a visiUe joy, to that blessed eternity 
he hoped to enter into. He had been amopg 
them as among his friends, and had talked about 
his affairs as one who speaks about indifferent 

1 
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things. His conduct had been very moving to 
them all. 

But since it appeared to me as if he expected 
still a certain particular sensation of his being 
pardoned before God, I endeavoured to set him 
to rights in this point. I told him> that with 
regard to these sensations, the matter was very 
uncertain. I would not absolutely deny their 
existence, but I found no Scripture proofs that 
they were either necessary or to be expected as 
certain consequences of repentance and faith. 
The best and most certain conviction of our 
being pardoned before God was, to be conscious 
that we repent of our sins sincerely, that we 
acknowledge Christ to be our Redeemer, that we 
perceive our progress in godliness, and that we 
most earnestly endeavour to conform our senti* 
ments and our actions to the will of God. Who- 
ever thinks other sensations to be necessary, is in 
danger of being carried away by enthusiasm. 

He then answered me : ^ That he never could 
bear enthusiasm in religion, and that this was 
one great reason that had made him averse from 
Christianity/' He said, '^ He remembered still 
that once in that public school *, where he had 
received his instruction in religion, some hun- 
dreds of young people were at once given out tp 

* The Orphan-house at HaUe. 
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be illuminated and converted^ though he himself 
was sure, that some of them, with whom he was 
neaity acquainted, were very immoral and 
wicked. Many strange things had been trans- 
acted by these converted boys ; so that he and 
others that were not among the number, could 
not help being greatly scandalized on account of 
religion.** 

I promised to bring him Spalding's book on the 
Value of the inward Feelings in Christianity, that 
he might inform himself more on this point. 

The Twelfth Cmference. March 24?. 

D. Hee, whom I had told of the Count's desire 
to speak to him, came to-day with me. The 
Count was not ashamed to confess the mistakes 
of his understanding and his heart. He told the 
Dean minutely, how he had &st quitted virtue 
and afterwards abandoned religion, and in what 
manner he had recovered from his errors. He 
expressed his fear, that his friend Count Brandt, 
through his natural vivacity, might be hindered 
from considering seriously on religion and the 
condition he was now in. But Count Brandt 
having always believed more of religion than he 
himself, and ^hown this even in his conversation, 
he hoped it would not only be agreeable to him 
to hear that he himself was now better informed 
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and convinced^ but that it would even make a 
happy impression upon his mind. Formerly he 
would not hearken ;to Count Brandt, when he 
wanted to speak to him about religion, but that 
he now thought it his duty to let him know his 
present sentiments. He looked upon himself so 
much more obliged to do so, since he was acces- 
sary to his misfortunes. 

The Count afterwards continued his conver- 
sation thus. '' I have been reading the book of 
D. Less, particularly that part which treats on 
the miracles, reported to have been wrought at 
the tomb of the Abb^ de Paris *. I wonder why 
this affair, that has made so much noise at Paris, 
is not by command properly inquired into. I re- 
member myself, when I was a physician at Altona, 
that I was called upon to examine the state of a 
person that was subject to convulsions, by which 
means I saw theunexpected and wonderful effects 
which an extravagant fancy can produce. Such 
things as the pretended miracles of the Abb6 de 
Paris, should not raise any doubts against the 
miracles of the Gospel. But I have other doubts, 
which appear to me of greater weight. How- 
ever^ I am resolved to think on them no more, 
for it is enough for me, after a calm examination, 

* This particular difficulty is admirably cleared up in the 
Criterion of Bp. Douglas. 

6 
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to have found the arguments for Christianity 
unexeeptionable. Would to God I had time to 
make myself f urth w acquainted with it, and to 
put it into practice.'' 

He complained that this mornings when he 
was reading the Gospel of St Matthew^ many 
blasphemies against Christ and the Virgin Mary 
came into his mind again^ which he had formerly 
read in some deistical book. '' Now,** said he, 
^' I despise such things, though formerly perhaps 
they might have raised scurrilous thoughts, and 
hindered my progress towards truth.** 

I brought him Spalding's book on the Value 
of Inward Feelings in Christianity ♦. I told him, 
that I hoped the reading of it would make rdi- 
gion appear to him in a still more amiable light, 
when he found, how much it was adapted to the 
nature of the soul, and stood not in need of in- 
comprehensibilities, of effects without a cause, 
of apparitions, concerning which it remains al- 
ways matter of doubt, whether they are becom- 
ing the wisdom of God. He answered : 

* Thoughts on the Value of Inward Feelings in Christianity. 
By John Joachim Spalding, Dean of Berlin. Leipsic. 1764. 
Second edit. T. 

See an Essay upon this subject published some years since 
by Dr. D'Oyly, the present Rector of Lambeth, entitled the 
*^ Doctrine of Asnarance,^ In this short publication all is said 
on the subject that can be desired. 
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'' Thill is what I hcqpe likewise. Revefattion 
must not contradict reasoii, sitfde God has giVeii 
it to rational beings. The more sound and solid 
reason calls it under examinationj the mo^re must 
it profit by it If those things which men havei 
foisted into religion^ were lefE out in the pulpiif 
and dogmatical writings^ almost all the weapons^ 
of the De&ts would become blunted. I remem- 
ber v^ well how much many^ perhaps well in- 
tended sermons^ which I heard at Halle^ have 
eonfirmed my unbelief. It was too plain to me> 
tlmt those things which were told me there could 
not be truths revealed by God^ though it was 
ccmfidently asserted that they were.*" 

The Thirteenth Conference. March 25. 

I COULD stay but a short time with the Count> the 
following is the most remarkable part of our con- 
versation : 

** The Count mentioned some objections 
against Christianity, which he had read in BofUr 
longer antiquitS devailSe, that fear was the origin 
of all religion among the ancients. All calamities 
which could befal men, as earthquakes, fires, in- 
undations, war, &c. they used to look upon as 
punishments from their gods, though they arose 
from natural causes ; and to appease the wrath 
of their deities they became to think of religion. 

g2 
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He at that time believed Boulanger to have 
proved his assertions very clearly from history." 
I told him that Boulanger .was a writer of no 
credit^ authority, or knowledge, either in anti- 
quity, history or languages. He was a fool and 
ft charlatan. A man who told untruths, contra- 
dicted himself, &c. like another author who 
wrote the JEvangile du jour, where he in one 
place proves, that there was no Moses, because 
an ancient writer Sanchoniathan did not make 
mention of him, though he lived in the neigh- 
bourhood where the history was transacted in 
which Moses was concerned. And in another 

« • * 

place, in order to make Moses a writer of later 
date, it is asserted that Sanchoniathan lived long 
before him. To which the Count replied: 
'' That Voltaire was dangerous and captivating 
merely from his wit and humour." 

When I was leaving the Count, he expressed 
his desire to inform in person Count Brandt of 
bis present sentiments about religion, and to tell 
him of his reformation. He said, " He should 
do this in the court of justice, if they should 
happen to be both confronted ; but he doubted 
that this would not be the case, since their con- 
fessions agreed together. Therefore he should 
beg leave to visit him, and to tell him the same 
before witnesses. If I were to tell it him myself, 
it would make a. greater impression upon him ; 
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I should give you to read if it was to be had 
here already. Our Berger^ what a professed, 
pious confessor of region is he ! 

" Zimmerman* likewise/* added he, ''is a 
Christian. And you must not, upon the whole, 
think that I brought this thought upon the 
carpet as a thought of any real consequence. It is 
of as little signification as the opinion I have 
heard maintained, that Miehaelis and Semler 
were Deists." 

If they really were such, replied I, they hardly 
would give themselves so much trouble in pro- 
moting Christianity as they really do. This no 
doubt is an accusation of intolerant Christians 
which is sufficiently refuted by the service which 
these men are of to religion. 

The Fifteenth C(mference. March 27. 

The Count having shewed a desire to know 
something more about prophecies, and their 
being fulfilled, I brought him, for this purpose, 
Newton's Dissertations on Prophecies. Among 
many things he said : 



* Dr. Zimmerman is physician in ordinary to his Britannic 
Majesty at Hanover. Some of his writings are lately transla- 
ted into English, particularly his Essay an National Pride^ and 
his Treatise on the Dysentery. T. 
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it Decenary to remind him> not to be carried 
away by a too quickly produced composure of 
mind^ and not to forget^ since he had hopes of 
being pardoned before God^ what he had been 
before his conversion : else his former careless- 
ness might gain power over him again^ and ob- 
struct his endeavours of conforming himself to 
the will of God, which might cause him a great 
deal of uneasiness towards the latter days of his 

life. 

'' I assure you/' was his answer, '' that I have 

not for one moment judged myself indulgently, 

and that hiHierto I have not ceased to repent of 

my former life seriously. I am rather convinced, 

that even in eternity^ happy as it might turn out 

for me, I shall remember my sins with horror 

and detestation.'' 

On another occasion, he asked, what might be 
the reason that physicians were so easily preju- 
diced against religion ? 

I know, said I, that the religion of physicians 
is commonly looked upon as suspicious ; but I 
think without reason. You yourself must know 
many great physicians that are, without contra- 
diction, professed Christians. Boerhave, Stahl, 
Junker, Hofmann, Werlhpf, were all Christians* 
You are acquainted with Mead's writings in 
favour of religion. Haller has but lately pub- 
lished a book^ in behalf of Christianity, which 
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I should give you to read if it was to be had 
here already. Our Berger^ what a professed^ 
pious confessor of religion is he ! 

" Zimmerman* likiewise/* added he, '*is a 
Christian. And you must not, upon the whole, 
think that I brought this thou^t upon the 
carpet as a thought of any real consequence. It is 
of as little signification as the opinion I have 
heard maintained, that Miehaelis and Sender 
were Deists." 

If they really were such, replied I, they hardly 
would give themselves so much trouble in pro- 
moting Christianity as they really do. This no 
doubt is an accusation of intolerant Christians 
which is sufficiently refuted by the service which 

these men are of to religion. 

» 

The Fifteenth Conference. March 27. 

The Count having shewed a desire to know 
something more about prophecies, and their 
being fulfilled, I brought him, for this purpose, 
Newton's Dissertations on Prophecies. Among 
many things he said : 
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his Treatise on the Dysentery. T. 
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'' I find now of how great importance that 
moral rule is^ to avoid the first sin. If we do 
not do this, but allow ourselves to delight in 
thinking of irregular desires^ without opposing 
the first emotion of them, it is frequently after- 
wards no more in our power to act well and vir- 
tuously. I know this by my own experience. It 
seemed to me by far too severe, when Christ 
says. Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust 
after her, has committed adultery with her already 
in his heart. The looking on a woman, thought 
I, even with a desire to lust after her, can be no 
crime if it goes no further. But the ruminating 
upon means how to satisfy our desires, follow in 
course. Whenever I saw means to gain my 
ends, I fancied it very hard if I should not make 
use of them. I did use them, I satisfied my lust, 
and committed a whole series of sins, which I 
might have escaped, if I had avoided the first sin> 
the taking delight in the wicked desire, and 
studiously entertaining it. I then endeavoured 
to apologize for my crimes. I cannot help it> 
said I, that my natural disposition and temper is 
so much for voluptuousness ; it therefore cannot 
be imputed to me as a crime if I live according 
to this my disposition. I was confirmed in this 
by that overbearing severity of those who taught 
me morals in my youth. They never told me 
that Christ did not forbid innocent things, and 
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that his morals did not deny us harmless joys^ 
Every thing I had an inclination for was told me 
to he sin^ without distinction. To wear ruffles, 
to powder the hair, were declared to he equally 
impious with other extravagancies which were 
openly sinful. I now concluded, that since it 
was impossible that the first mentioned things 
could be sins, and I found they could not be well 
avoided in the world, it perhaps might be the 
same case with the others ; they might also be 
innocent things, and not to be avoided. I know 
I was in the wrong ; but I was young, my pas- 
sions ragedi and my leaders should have had more 
understanding. '^ 

He added : '^ In the same manner much harm 
is done by those teachers of Christianity who 
require always a blind obedience, and do not lay 
proofs before their hearers of that authority upon 
which they shall build their belief in adopting 
these truths. — He said it was necessary that a 
teacher should prove the Bible to be a divine 
revelation ; and that whoever would take only 
proper time, and was not against the trouble of 
meditating, could never examine Christianity 
without being convinced of its truth. Eveiy 
thing is naturally and well connected, and re- 
commends itself to a mind given to reflection. 
I never found in deistical writings a system so 
well connected ; and, upon the whole, I am in* 
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dined to' believe that there is no such thing lus a 
i^ular system of infidelity.'' 

He continued : '' No objection can be made 
to Christianity, because it promises rewards to 
its true professors. Love of God, without any 
relation to ourselves, is but a mere idea. I am 
sensible that I could not continue for a long 
while to love a friend, who showed himself 
always cold towards me. And the Supreme 
Being cannot be displeased with a love that 
regards, at the same time, its own interest : for 
God can reap no advantage from our inclination 
towards him, but only we ourselves. And why 
should we not look out for rewards and accept of 
them, when God himself has offered and promised 
them r 

'' My great delight in sensual pleasures per^ 
suaded me always that as there was nothing of 
this kind among the joys of heaven, they would 
have no charms for me." 



The Sixteenth Conference. March 28. 

" I HAVE now finished," said the Count, '* the 
Acts of the Apostles, and by this means am in- 
formed of the wonderful foundation of the Church 
of Christ. It is very visible that a higher hand 
promoted this work. For otherwise, how could 
all this have been done in so short a time, by 



OF COUNT STRUENSEE. 01 

such persons as the Apostles were, and in spite 
of such an opposition from all sides ? One thing 
xather raised my surprize. I found that Paul 
and Peter once did not quite agree. But when 
<m the other side I perceived how much they 
agreed in the diief point of Christ's resurrection, 
of repentance and faith, this matter no longer 
puzzled me. They were men, and therefore 
might be mistaken in their private opinions." 

*^ Now and then," said he, ^' I cannot help 
thinking on my situation before my fall. This 
morning I asked myself, whether it would not 
have been better for me if I could have kept 
myself in my high station, and enjoyed my usual 
pleasures ? But when I had been considering for 
a few minutes, I found that I now am by far 
more happy than I was in my greatest outward 
prosperity. I have frequently told my friend 
Count Brandt, that I was by no means happy, 
when he believed me in many respects better off 
than himsdf. You cannot think what an infinite 
number of things always took up my time. 
Whatever happened abroad made me uneasy. 
I was obliged to think of means for my own 
safety, and to force myself to conceal my unea- 
siness both from myself and others. The day I 
spent in disagreeable occupations and tedious 
dissipations, and part of the night in reading 
^taie papers, smd in writing. Was it possible 
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for me to be happy in such a situation ? Now I 
am more serene and more easy. I occupy my- 
self with religion^ which interests me much, and 
which is my only comfort I have an hopeful 
prospect in eternity, and my death does not dis- 
quiet me much, and not very often. How I may 
be affected at a more trying crisis, I do not 
know, but I am convinced of my being now 
happy and composed, and that I am not desirous 
of returning into my former situation.'' 

The Seoenteenth Conference. March 30. 

/' The more/' said the Count, "I learn Christi- 
anity from Scripture, the more I grow convinced 
how unjust those objections are which it is 
charged with. I find, for instance, that all which 
Voltaire says of the intolerance of the Christians, 
and of blood-shedding caused by Christianity, is 
a very unjust charge laid upon religion. It is 
easily to be seen, that those cruelties, said to be 
caused by religion, if properly considered, were 
the production of human passions, selfishness 
and ambition, and that religion served in such 
cases only for a cloak. To be covinced of this, 
one may read only the history of the cruel trans- 
actions of the Spaniards in America." 

Having finished reading Newton on Prophe- 
cies, he made some remarks upon this argument 
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in &vour of the truth of the Christian religion^ 
and then concluded : '' My affairs of this world 
are now finished^ a few conferences with my ad- 
vocate, and a few letters, which I intend to write, 
excepted.** 

I then told him that we now could regularly 
carry on our conferences, and said, '' Let us now 
conscientiously employ the rest of our time in 
promoting the great business of your salvation/' 
He replied : 

^' This certainly I shall do with all possible 
earnestness. Thank God ! I am fully convinced 
of the truth of the Christian religion, and I feel 
its power in quieting my conscience and reform- 
ing my sentiments. I hope God will forgive me 
those doubts which, perhaps, might start in my 
mind, and those slight emotions of my former 
passions by which I was ruled, and which even 
now sometimes will disturb me. I find no plea- 
sure in them, and endeavour to suppress them 
immediately. I am ready to convince you by 
any fact you may demand of me to show how 
ready I am to sacrifice my former affections. 
Never should I have done so before I was en- 
lightened by religion. I do not know whether 
this is sufficient reason for you to be satisfied with 
me. Try me in what manner you shall think 
proper ; and if you are satisfied with me, do not 
mind if others should judge otherwise, according 
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to their opiiiioii^ and say you had attein|>ted to 
bring me over Iby reasoning. I acknowledge it 
with gratitude before God^ that you took this 
method. In no other mannei* you would have 
prevailed upon me. I should have opposed with 
obstinacy. Perhaps some impression might have 
been made upon me, but a solid and last&ig con- 
viction never would have been brought about. 
Besides, God cannot be displeased, since reHgion 
is so reasonable, that men are gained over by 
reason. Christ himself acted so, and Paul ac* 
commodated himself at Athens, and before Felix 
and Agrippa, to the way of thinking of those he 
had to deal witii. I hope the manner in which 
I came to alter my sentiments in regard to rdi* 
gion and virtue will raise the attention of those 
that think as I formerly did. The deists will 
never trust the conversion of their brethren, 
which is brought about in the latter days of their 
life. They say, they are taken by .surprize 
through the declamation of the clergyman— they 
have lost their reason — they are stupid or frantic 
by the violence of their illness — the fear of death 
made them ignorant of what they did. — But now 
since I came to learn Christianity in the manner 
I did, nobody shall say so. I have examined the 
Christian religion during a good state of health, 
and with all the reason I am master of. I tried 
every argument, I felt no fear, I have taken my 

8 
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own time^ and I have not been in haste. Tbe 
chief business which I^ &r the sake of my own 
mindfs eose^ have stffl to transact is, to search 
whedier I find those signs within me, whkh are 
required, if upon a good foundation I believe 
myself to be pardoned before God." 

I gave him a letter of his pious mother, which 
he took with an air of tenderness and tranquillity. 
He said, '' he should read it when alone." 

He added : *^ I never felt my love to my 
parents so great as now. I never was sa fiilly 
convinced of their good intentions towards me. 
And my good mother ! (here a flood of tears 
broke fortih) she always has loved me with a kind: 
of preference." 

The following is the letter : 

Rendslwrg, March 17, 1772. 

'' Instead of entertaining you with our mutual 
grief and pain, I rather find myself under a ne- 
cessity to acquaint you with those prevalent feel- 
ings of my heart, on account of that condition 
you are in at present. Many days and years the 
subject of my prayers to God has been, that he 
might save your immortal soul from everlasting 
ruin. I have, therefore, now sacrificed my de- 
sires, which made me, as a mother, wish for the 
happiness of my children, not only of their souls, 
but likewise of their body. If the mercy of God 
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cannot otherwise reach the welfare of your soul^ 
but by means that are hard and painful to the 
outward man^ I have submitted with an humble 
and composed mind to the most holy and most 
perfect will of the Lord^ who had mercy upon us 
from everlasting. But never could I expect that 
doleful situation you are in now. My maternal 
heart is thereby crushed to pieces^ and as it were 
immured alive. God is my refuge. My sole 
comfort under so hard sufferings will be the sal- 
vation of your soul. I shall praise the Almighty 
with tears of joy when I hear he^ as the friend of 
sinAil men, has still thoughts of peace over you, 
and that he with thorns has shut up the way 
which could lead you to everlasting ruin. I do 
not doubt but the Spirit of God has convinced 
your mind already, that your Redeemer would 
not have you lost for ever, since you are his pro- 
perty. Give but farther attention to that work 
of grace which the Holy Spirit is doing within 
your soul, for the sake of your conviction. He 
will reveal to you more than the tongues of men 
can make you acquainted with. Think you have 
to do with nobody but God and yourself; re- 
move therefore all your thoughts from things 
of this world. If the Spirit of God shall have 
only first glorified Christ within you; if you have 
been brought so far as to apply to yourself his 
fully su£Gicient redemption ; you then will ' count 
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aU things but loss far the exceUency qf the know- 
ledge qf Christ Jesus your Lard : you then will 
count it hut dung, that yau may win Christ' YoUr 
eternal and immortal mind will enjoy already 
here more ease^ comfort^ and joy, than ever the 
world, with all its splendour and pleasure, can 
afford us. It has pleased God to convince my 
soul of this from my youth. There is no happier 
state in the world than to be a true Christian, 
both in good and evil days. How much would 
it have pleased me, if all my children had like- 
wise let this blessed conviction be produced 
within them by the Spirit of God from their 
youth. But I have found, that this is only a 
work of God, and not of men. Now, my dear 
son, what may have been not properly conducted 
or neglected by men, let us be truly sorry for, 
and beg God's forgiveness. But do not despair 
of God's mercy, which he has so clearly revealed 
in Christ our Redeemer. Let us not lessen 
God's intentions, but give a faithful assent to 
those true assertions of- Scripture : ' God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him, should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.' But all these 
doctrines are such, that mere human reason can 
neither clear them up sufficiently nor convince 
us thereof. You must beg for the assistance of 
the Holy Ghost : for it is he that reveals unto us 

H 
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by his word^ Christ and the great work of his 
redemption, in a salutary manner. If you will 
only set about an examination of the chief doc- 
trines of our holy religion, with candid and sin- 
cere intentions, and earnest prayer to God for 
the enlightening of your understanding, you will 
find breaking forth a light in your soul, which is 
more than one merely natural, and which will 
serve you for better insight and greater confir* 
mation of these doctrines; I write this after the 
small share of knowledge which the grace of God 
has granted me* My faith has, notwithstanding 
all my verbal knowledge of the revealed truthi 
been obliged to work tlirough the mppt specious 
objections. 9ut praised b^ th^ Lord md his 
Spirit, who has strengthened my faith by his 
word, and by my own inward experience of its 
truth, that even the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail against it, as long as I keep close tp the 
Omnipotent God, and rid not myself of him. 
And this is my anchor in these my highest suf- 
ferings, else the waves of my distresses would 
soon set adrift the vessel of my foith. I wish 
and beg to God, that he may grant you this sup- 
port of your faith. Jesus Christ is, and remains 
for ever, the true comer-stone upon which the 
structure of our salvation is to be begun and to 
be finished. From your infancy you showed a 
character of mind that was sincere and without 
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disguise. Let this natural good disposition of 
yours be sanctified by the Holy Spirit^ that you 
may turn to your God with all sincerity. For 
God prospers the honest. ' Blessed is the man 
in whose spirit there is no guile.' Learn how 
deeply you are corrupted^ and come then as a 
cursed sinner to him who was made a curse for 
us. Your father and I will both cry to God and 
implore his mercy for you. I remain your hear* 
tily afflicted mother, &c. 

D. Hee came to-day again to see the County 
and to teU him, that Count Brandt greatly re* 
joiced to hear of his conversion. That he found 
his only comfort in religion, that he never lost all 
sense of it, and that he from his heart forgave 
him all that he had done to draw him into his 
misfortunes. Count Struensee gave his answer 
very affectingly, and D. Hee took his leave. 

The Eighteenth Conference. March 31. 

My readers will remember that the Count had 
already adopted the doctrine of Christ's redemp- 
tion, and was therefore a Christian. He was 
now ready to acknowledge the other mysteries 
of religion, which are connected with this doc- 
trine, to be divine. I thought it nevertheless 
necessary to show him how reasonable and use- 

h2 
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ful they were, that by this his belief might be the 
better grounded, and that no doubts on account 
of those mysteries might make him uneasy. I 
made, therefore, first the following general ob- 
servations on the subject. 

** If it has pleased God> said I, to reveal himself 
to men through Christ, his intention was, either 
to restore natural religion among men, which 
was nearly lost, and to lay before them, with the 
highest authority, those truths which were dis- 
persed in thousands of human writings ; or to 
reveal to them doctrines which were unknown to 
mere reason, though very necessary to be known 
for the happiness of men. Perhaps God had both 
these intentions.'* 

The first of them was certainly very beneficent 
towards mankind, and particularly worthy of 
God. The knowledge of natural religion was 
only to be met with among the Jews, and per* 
haps a few heathen philosophers. The end of 
revelation, therefore, was to restore this salutary 
knowledge, and to adapt it to the capacity of all 
men. But this was not the whole of the inten- 
tion ; for if Jesus was to teach only natural reli- 
gion, the preparations which God made to pro- 
cure credit for his messenger among men would 
seem to be too great. The doctrines which Christ 
preached in this respect were of such a nature 
that mere human reason, as soon as it got ac- 
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quainted with them, must find them clear and 
true. Therefore, if this had been aU, it was un- 
necessary to confirm the doctrine by means of so 
many miracles, particularly Christ's resurrection, 
and the inspiration of his Apostles. 

It appears from this, that it was the intention 
of God that Christ should reveal unto us doc* 
trines which were unknown to reason, at the 
same time that he was to teach us natural reli- 
gion : and since he has done both, it is a proof 
that both were the objects of his coming. Mi- 
racles became now necessary to serve him for 
credentials of being a messenger of God, and to 
convince men that those new revealed doctrines 
which Christ preached, and were above human 
reason, came from God. You see from this, 
that a religion, whose author performed mira- 
cles, must, according to its intention, contain 
mysteries. 

Besides, the great and mysterious doctrines of 
the Christian religion are of such a nature, that 
they inform us more fully of God and his will, 
and how a sinful man can be saved. In both 
respects it teaches us more than reason does. 
For -instance, reason tells us the unity of God, 
and revelation adds, that Three Persons are in 
one Deity. Reason looks out in vain for a suffi- 
cient means of reconciliation with God ; revela- 
tion teaches wherein this means consists. Is it. 
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therefore to be wondered at, that this revelation^ 
when it speaks of the infinite and incomprehen* 
i»ble God and his decrees which were unknown 
to reason^ should open unto us such prospects 
which our eyes could not otherwise fully discern, 
or which is the same, that it should teach mys- 
teries^ and require our faith to believe them? 
Whoever therefore declines adopting the Chris- 
tian religion, shews himself unacquainted with 
its intention and its objects. He does not do 
that justice to religion, which he does to other 
sciences. For though they contain more mys* 
teries than religion ever did, he nevertheless 
does not object to them. You yourself^ said I, 
have met with thousands of incomprehensibilities 
in physic and chemistry, but I suppose you never 
thought them for this reason altogether dreams 
and deceptions.'' He owned it was true. 

I continued : " If God was to reveal unto us 
mysteries unknown to reason, and which con- 
cerned himself and his will^ he must do this by 
signs which we could understand, and these must 
be words. But in the language of men there 
were no words which could exactly convey that 
idea God was to communicate to us; for we 
cannot have words in any language to express an 
idea we know nothing of. God was therefore to 
make use of such words as conveyed that idea, 
which he wanted to reveal unto us, as nearly as 
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possible ; but nevertheless these words must al- 
ways remain imperfect. He cannot apply them 
in their full signification^ and with all the ideas 
am^exed to them^ to those mjrsteries^ which God 
has made known to us. They are to he taken 
only in their primitire and unirersal signifiea« 
tion, and every thing imperfect is to be sepa« 
rated from them. 

I explained this to the Count by some exam- 
ples^ which he thought cleared up the matter 
very much. I said : There are certain ideas an- 
nexed to that relation which subsists between 
father and son. The father must have been be- 
fore the son ; he must have attained a certain 
age before he begot the son ; he must have been 
connected with a person of the other sex. Now 
if any body was to apply these ideas to the 
Scripture expression^ '' Christ is the Son of God,** 
he would not only mistake the matter, but even 
find many contradictions. Suppose an inhabitant 
of Iceland was to e^ptBaaiosoh Indian the firee^ 
ing up of the sea^ he would find no word in the 
language of an Indian to express this phenome* 
non. Nevertheless he is to speak to the Indian 
in his own language ; he therefore is obliged to 
make use of improper words and images. He 
could, for instance, say. In my country the sea 
by the influence of the air, changes, at certain 
seasons, into stone. Now the Indian is right, if 
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he thinks^ that the sea in Iceland is sometimes bm 
hard and solid as stone ; but he would be in great 
danger of representing the matter to himself quite 
ialsely, if he was to apply the rest of the proper* 
ties of a stone and its uses to the ideas of ioe ; If 
he should think that houses were built of ice^ 
and served like some stones for fuel to cook vie* 
tuals with. 

I now desired the Count to keep these general 
observations concerning the mysteries of religion 
always before his eyes, since I was about pro* 
posing them to him singly, to explain their scrip* 
tural sense, to shew that they did not contradict 
reason, and that they were beneficial to mankind. 

The first mystery connected with the doctrine of 
redemption is this — ^^ Christ is the Son of God." 
The chief passages of Scripture in which this doc- 
trine is mentioned, are. Matt. iii. 17. Mark ix. 7. 
John iii. 16. This last passage, where Christ 
emphatically is called the V only begotten San,*" 
shews that he is the S<m of God in a tax more 
eminent sense than men, and particularly the 
pious, who are called children of God. 

Now if God calls .Christ his Son, what shall 
we think of this ? . Christ has his essence of God, 
like as a son of his father, yet not in the manner 
that this expression conveys to us, which carries 
imperfections with it, but in an eminent manner 
which we cannot explain. Christ has the same. 
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essence which the Father has, and is therefore 
perfectly equal with him^ Heh. i. 3. Christ the 
first-bom and only begotten Son of God is enti- 
tled to every perfection of the Father, he is 
united with him in perfect, love, as an only son 
is with his father. You see from this that the 
Father has represented to us that relation which 
subsists between him and Christ under the image 
of a father and a son, because in the whole 
human nature no picture is to be found which 
expresses the most intimate union more exactly 
and more perfectly than this. — Do you find now 
in this representation any thing contradictory ? 
'' No/' said the Count, " here is no contradic- 
tion, the whole mystery lies in the inexplicable 
manner, by which Christ has his essence from 
God the Father/* 

I added: Reason, therefore, cannot pretend 
to object any thing to this proposition ; Christ is 
the Son of God ; it rather is under an obligation 
to believe it withc^ut contradiction, out of reve- 
rence for the testimony and authority of him who 
has revealed it unto us. 

I now made the remark, that all the mysteries 
of the Christian religion are beneficial to man- 
kind, and that it was to our own jeal advantage 
to believe them. In this respect it is very bene- 
ficial to us that Christ is the Son of God. Hence 
the Son of God is our friend, our benefactor, 
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our Saviour, our intercei^sor. Is there any thing 
good which he has promised us^ that he should 
not have it in his power to give it ? Every thing 
good, both in heaven and upon earth, is his as 
well as his Father's. God will certainly hear 
his only begotten Son when he intercedes for us. 
Are we to doubt that he that ** spared not his awn 
San, but delivered him up for us all, shall not with 
him also freely give us all things 9" 

'' Dear friend, this Son of God is your Redeemer. 
You acknowledge him to be such. Judge now 
what grace and mercy you may expect of him, 
if you firmly and confidently trust in his redemp- 
tion ; if you spare no pains to think and act, 
during the remainder of your life, like him, God, 
I trust, will not punish you in eternity, but be 
reconciled unto you through his own Son. He 
will not deny you life everlasting when Christ 
powerAilly intercedes for you. Praised be God, 
who has enabled you to entertain such a glorious 
hope, as no power, no splendour, no lust of this 
world, and not your own reason itself could pro* 
cure you. May he preserve you in this hope 
unto your death, for Christ's sake !" 

The Count was very much moved, and pro- 
mised to read what I had written on the subject 
of to-day, and which I left him for his further 
perusal. He had likewise those sheets before 
him which I had given him upon former subjects 
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to read them over agam, to see how all these 
doctrines stood connected. He said : 

^ He remembered that we had agreed once» 
that mere reason could not have found out the 
doctrine of redemption ; but he found that many 
heathen nations had attempted to reconcile the 
Deity, by means of sacrifices." 

I answered : Conscience teaches man to recon- 
cile God for sins committed ; but that sacrifices 
were thought to serve for this purpose, was per- 
haps founded in the Jewish dispensation. Even 
mere reason might have invented sacrifices, be- 
cause they were a proof that we rather would 
part with our property than entertain the 
thought of being under God's displeasure. But 
that God would give his own Son for a sacri- 
fice^ was a manner of reconciliation which we 
agreed that reason itself could never have found 
out After this the Count said : 

^' One of my former objections comes into my 
mind again, which is : Why God could choose so 
despicable a people as the Jews were, for his pe« 
euliajr one ?" 

When I had answered, that it was because 

they were descendants of Abraham the friend 

of God, of whom they had received the true 

natural religion, and that they formerly were 

not a despicable nation, though now they are 

thought to be 80, he added : 

9 
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^* It is true» we cannot prove from their being 
so despicable at present^ that they have been 
always so. Besides^ the despicableness of a na- 
tion, is entirely a relative notion. An English- 
man despises a Frenchman, and a Frenchman 
thinks his nation the most respectable one under 
the sun.'' 

The Nineteenth Cof^erence. April 1. 

The Count being told that since he believed the 
doctrine of redemption, he could not but believe 
the other mysteries, because they were founded 
upon the same authority ; he answered : 

^^ I shall make no difficulties about that ; if 
the one be true, the other must be so likewise « 
You have hitherto satisfied my reason, and I do 
not doubt but you will be able to do it further."" 

I continued : If Christ is the only begotten 
Son of God, and has of God his divine Essence, 
he must be the true God. The New Testament 
and Christ himself teaches this. It appears like- 
wise from John v. 18. that the Jews understood 
him very well, for they sought the more to kill 
him, not only because he had broken the Sab- 
bath, but said, that God was his father, " mdk%7ig 
Umsejf equal with God/* Christ confirmed what 
he had said, by what follows, particularly ver. 
21, 22, 23. Let us mind the following three 
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reasons : " The Son quickeneth whom he will — 
all judgment is conmiitted unto the Son — all 
men should honour the Son^ even as they honour 
the Father." 

St. Paul treats likewise, Heb. i. of the divinity 
of Christ. ^He caUs him the " Son of God, by 
whom the worlds are made ; the brightness of 
God's glory, and the express image of his person.'' 
He applies an expression of Psal. xlv. 7. where 
God is addressed, to Christ, and calls him abso* 
lutely God. 

When I had read and explained to the Count, 
the two passages of John v. and Heb. i. he said ; 
''It is undeniable, that it was the intention of 
Jesus and of Paul to tell the Jews that the Son 
is God.'' 

Having more fully proposed and proved this 
doctrine of Christ's Divinity, the Count, at the 
conclusion of the whole, said : 

'' I cannot describe to you, how much my 
reason is satisfied on account of these mysteries 
of religion. The more we think upon them, the 
more of divine wisdom we discover in them. We 
must only avoid asking every where : Why ? — 
We must rest satisfied with the authority of their 
author. Even in human sciences this modesty 
is requisite : else we never should come to any 
certainty. Most common things may employ 
our researches for all our life time, before we 
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discover the first cause. Every why ? would draw 
innumerable questions of the same nature after 
it^ though our reason is not calculated to go in 
infinitum^ 

The Count had now finished the history of 
Christ's sufierings, and had found the miracles 
that happened at the death of Christ very re- 
markable. He asked : 

'^ If any other historians^ besides the Evan^ 
gelists^ made any mention of them T 

He was told that Phlegon and Tertullian 
made mention of this famous eclipse. Upon 
this the Count said : 

''He had spoken yesterday with somebody^ 
who would not allow these events to be real 
miracles^ because they could be fully accounted 
for by mere natural causes; but that he had 
told him^ it was nevertheless remarkable^ that 
these events shouM have happened at the time 
when Christ died, and even at the hour of his 
death. It seemed as if God, even by this very 
circumstance, would raise people*s attention to 
the death of Jesus/' 

I told him he might have added, that this 
eclipse happened on the day before Easter, when, 
at the time of tlje full moon, this event could 
not take place in the natural way. 

The father of the Count had desired me in a 
letter which I had lately received, to assure his 
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son of the continuation of his love and his piray*- 
ers for him before God. I communicated to him 
the letter. He would Mn have answered some* 
thing, but his grief of heart prevented it« 
When I left him half an hour after: ''He 
begged me with tears in his eyes, to write to his 
parents, and to tell them that he certainly hoped 
to afford them the only comfort they wished 
for, which was, to find them again before the 
throne of God, amongst those that have received 
mercy/' 

The Twentieth Conference. April 3. 

Ths chief subject of this Conference was 
the doctrine of the Trinity, as it is taught 
in the Christian Church. This doctrine being 
stated to him in the most simple manner, he 
said : 

'' It appeared to him so as to excite his vene- 
ration. But as he was now a convinced Chris* 
tian, as to the theoretical parts of Christ's reli* 
gion, he wished only to be the same, as to the 
practical parts of it." 

I gave him joy of having now adopted the 
religion of Jesus with all his heart. If you now 
lose your life, you will find infinite compensation 
in eternity. — He answered : 

*' Certainly I shall lose nothing. The loM 
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would have been irreparable^ if I had re- 
mained in my former situation. For in all pro- 
bability I should never have become a Christian. 
But I know now for certain^ that if it was pos- 
sible for me to live any longer in this worlds I 
should never quit religion again. I have been 
oftentimes obstinate in my opinions^ and here I 
should be so for good reasons.'' 

He being told in what manner he might shew 
and convince himself of being a practical Chris- 
tian ; he said : 

" I am ready to do any thing demanded in this 
respect. It gives me pleasure to find myself 
willing for this. I look upon it as a good sign. 
Formerly I should not have been so. I would 
not have sacrificed my vicious inclinations. I 
shall consider in what manner I may give you 
and myself convincing proofs of the sincerity of 
my present sentiments. You frequently have 
dropt a hint as if you . thought I had still too 
great an opinion of my administration of public 
afiairs. I have taken my own time to go into 
the detail of it; I have searched the very 
springs^ and I will not conceal before you the 
result of my inquiries. Believe me then^ that 
I had no intention of doing mischief. Volup- 
tuousness and vanity were the springs of all that 
I did. The great opinion I had of my abilities^ 
and which was supported by others^ made me 
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resolve, at my first coining into Denmark, to act 
a great part. I cannot say I ever imagined it 
would be such as I have since acted. But 
you know, opportunities and circumstances lead 
us sometimes farther than we thought of in the 
beginning. One step follows the other. Even 
from this you may conclude, that I absolutely 
must find the whole chain of my enterprises 
reproachful before God and my own conscience. 
— But at the same time, I am conscious, that I 
was no enemy to what the great world called 
virtue and honesty. I do not tell you this in 
my own praise. I know this is not owing to 
my endeavours, but rather a consequence of my 
natural way of thinking, and every man has a 
certain general love of virtue. That I missed 
my intention, was my own fault. I was look- 
ing out for what is good, but I did not find it, 
for I took not reason and religion, but passion 
for my guide." 

He had now finished Spalding's book on the 
value of the inward feelings of Christifmity. He 
returned me thanks for having it given to him, 
and added : 

'' My ideas of that reformation in man, 
which is to be brought about by conversion, 
are greatly rectified by this book. I own with 
joy, I find Christianity more amiable the more I 
get acquainted with it. I never knew it before. 

I 
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I believed it contradicted reason tod the nature 
of man, whose religion it was designed to be. I 
thought it an artfully contrived and ambiguous 
doctrine^ full of incomprehensibilities. When* 
ever I formerly thought on religion in some 
serious momeats, I had always . an idea in my 
mind how it ought to he, which was^ it should 
be simple, and accommodated to the abilities of 
men in every condition. I now find Christianity 
to be exactly so ; it answers entirely that idea 
which I had formed of true religion. Had I 
bait: £oirmerly known it was such, I should not 
have delayed turning Christian till this time of 
my imprisonment. But I had the misfortune ta 
be prejudiced against religion, first through my. 
own passions, but afterwards likewise through 
so many human inventions, foisted into it, of 
yrhich I could see plainly that they had no foun^ 
dation, though they were styled essential parts 
of Christianity. I was oiFended when God was 
atways represented to me as an angry, jealous 
Judge, who is jnuch pleased when he has an 
opportunity of shewing his revenge, though I 
knew he was love itself ; and am now convinced^ 
that though he must punish, yet he takes no 
kind of delight in it, and is rather for par- 
Zoning. From my infancy, I have known 
but few Christians that had not scandali2e4 
me^ by thdir enthusiasm and wickedness, which 
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they wanted to hide under the cloak of piety* 
I knew^ indeed; that not all Christians were 
snefa, or talked such an affected language ; 
but I was too volatile to enquire of better 
Christians after the true spirit of religion. 
Frequently I heard sermons in my youth, but 
they made no impression upon me* That with^ 
out Christ there was no salvation, was the only 
truth which served for a subject in all sermons^ 
and this was repeated over and over again in 
synonymous expressions. But it was never set 
in its true light, and never properly proved- I 
saw people cry at church, but after their tears 
were dried up, I found them in their actions not 
in the least better, but rather allowing them- 
selves licence in every transgression, upon the 
privilege of being faithful believers. Lastly, I 
could not comprehend those inward feelings 
which many Christians pretend to have. It ap- 
peared to me unnatural and miraculous. Never- 
theless, it has made me uneasy during our ac- 
quaintance, that I have found nothing of these 
inward feelings: and I believe you have ob« 
served my uneasiness. I found my real sorrow 
for my sins not adequate to those expressions, 
which I had heard frequently in my youth, and 
which had terrified me so much. I endeavoured 
to heighten my grief to such a degree : but I 

i2 
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saw on the other side, that this forcing myself, 
by means of imagination, was not that grief I 
sought for, or what might have pleased God* 
Spalding's book has satisfied me on this account. 
I am now sure that the chief point is a con- 
fidence in God through Christ, and a true refor- 
mation of mind from what is bad to what is 
good. I myself can find out and be sensible^ 
whether I have this confidence, and I myself am 
able to judge, whether such a reformation has 
taken place within my mind. 

The Twenty-Jkst Conference. April 4. 

I REPEATED to the Couut all we had done toge- 
ther hitherto, and surveyed with him afresh the 
whole way that brought him to where he now 
was. After which he said : 

'^ That his present ease of mind was quite a 
different thing from what he believed he had 
formerly. Now he found himself really com- 
posed, whereas he formerly only forced himself 
to appear to be so. Perhaps he might have 
been able to die with an outside appearance of 
firmness, but he believed he should then have 
foimd himself quite different from what he hoped 
to find himself now in the hour of death/' 

The formal impeachment of the Count was to 
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come on in a few days^ and he was summoned to 
appear in person to hear it^ and to produce what 
he might have to say in his defence. 

This he told me^ and asked my advice^ whe- 
ther he should let his affairs have their own way^ 
or whether he should make the best defence he 
could? 

I told him^ Christianity never forbade him to 
use all lawful means to save himself. 

" Among the crimes," said he, '* that will be 

# 

laid to my charge, there is one incapable of any 
apology or mitigation. I see, therefore, that the 
probability of saving my life is by &r inferior to 
that of suffering death. And besides, I see no- 
thing pleasing before me, even if I should save 
my life. Imprisonment for life would be insup- 
portable to me. However, I cannot deny that I 
shiver when I think on the hour of death under 
such circumstances! Consider, if you please, 
what you would advise me to." 

I do not see any hopes for you, said I. Govern- 
ment has ordered you a Counsel. He knows the 
laws better than I do, and therefore can tell you 
best what you have to hope and what not. Your 
judges are conscientious men, and well versed in 
the law. 

" I am convinced of that,'* said he ; " they 
treated me like honest people." 
Being advised not to flatter himself with vain 
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hopes of saving his Me, he gave me his hand^ and 
promised that he would guard against it 

^' I believe," said he, '* God will not be dis- 
pleased that I feel the instinct of preserving my 
life, which he himself has implanted* I hope, at 
the same time, that if I am to die, even then I 
shall be supported by a prospect (at least) of not 
being worse off in eternity than I am now. — And 
do you think I should do wrong if I, at my ap- 
proaching painful and ignominious death, call 
to my assistance all the natural and even acquired 
fortitude which I am possessed of J** 

I told him it would not be wrong if he did, 
but without any views of vanity. I hoped, how- 
ever, religion would afford a much better and a 
much surer comfort, and prove a support ade^ 
quate to his sufferings. 

He read at present the Epistles of Paul to the 
Corinthians ; and said, he observed in St. Paul a 
great genius, much wisdom, and true philosophy. 
He was particularly pleased with his decision of 
the disputed question : Whether it was right to 
eat what was sacrificed to the idols ? He said, it 
4id honour to his prudence *. 

* Lyttelton on the Aposdeship of St. Paul would here have 
been of much advantage to Struensee. It not only places the 
character and ministry of the Apostle himself in a new and 
splendid light, but it bears an application to the other Apostles 
And martyrs, and indeed to all the first Christians, 
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I now gave iiim Spalding's Sermoas to read^ 
which he took with great readiness, being very 
partial to the author. 

The Twenty-second Coherence. April 6. 

To show the Count how far his reformatioin and 
his intentions of doing good were sincere, and 
how far his hopes of having received God's mercy 
we!re weU grounded, I laid the foBowing ques- 
tions for seif^xaminatiott before him, and took 
his answers down in wrking» that I mightcon^ 
sidar them by myself when alone, and tell him 
afterwards my i>pinion how far I found them 
agreeing witii the 9eme of the GospeL Thi 
following are the principal questions and his 
answers : 

Are you heartily sonry tSiat you have offended 
God by those vt)luptuous thoughts and actions 
of which you find yourself guilty ? 

'' I look upon it as one* of my greatest crimes^ 
and know that it has led me further and fiur&er 
from that truth which I might have found in tibe 
knowledge of religion, and I consider it as the 
principal source of all my crimes and vices." 

Do you think on these transgressions with de* 
testation which gave you, according to your for- 
ger sentiments, the greatest pleasure ? 
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'' I think not only with indifference on all those 
sensual pleasures^ but I even hate them^ since I 
find how opposite and detrimental they are to 
real happiness." 

Do you believe^ that if you had for the future 
any more opportunities to commit these sins^ you 
wouM avoid them out of obedience to God ? 

'M am sure I should not be able to avoid them 
for any other reason. Therefore^ since I begin 
to taste the happiness of virtue^ and am sure that 
I cannot acquire it but by a true fear of God and 
the desire of acting according to his will^ I am 
determined never to lose sight of this. I shall 
endeavour to rectify all my principles and actions 
by the efficacious assistance of these means^ 
whidi I am become acquainted with through the 
knowledge of God and his revelation." 

Are you truly sorry because you have offended 
God by leading on to immorality^ and by making 
unhappy^ through your inclination for sensual 
pleasures^ not only particular persons^ but num- 
bers and numbers ? 

" I am extremely sorry that I have rendered 
unhappy some persons by my principles, incon- 
siderateness, and inclination for sensual plea- 
sures, not only by hindering their temporal wel- 
fare, but likewise by . corrupting their moral 
character. At the same time I repent very much 
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that 1 have set sa bad an example^ and thereby 
spoiled the good morals of others. I reproach 
myself on account of those persons whom I have 
actually seduced/' 

Do you detest those trans^essions to which 
your ambition has instigated you ? the false 
principles upon which you founded your ambi- 
tion^ and the unlawful means you have used to 
satisfy it ? 

*' The first moral principles, according to 
which I acted, were against God*s precepts, and 
were founded upon a system of honour which I 
myself had formed, and where the principal view 
was always to gratify my own desires and self- 
interestedness. According to my present con- 
viction, I cannot but think the whole chain of 
my actions, in regard to honour, reproachful, 
even then, when I could justify or excuse them 
before the world." 

Are you sorry that the happiness of so many 
people, besides that of your friends, who suiSer 
with you now, has been made a sacrifice to 
your ambition, during the time of your exalted 
station? 

'* I own I cannot excuse before God my hav- 
ing thought too slightly of other people's happi- 
ness. I abused the maxim that a single member 
of society might suffer for the benefit of the 
whole. God has recommended to us the love of 
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t>ur neighbour as the chief of virtues^ whieli 
requires that every one shall promote the tem^ 
poral welfare of single persons as much as lies in 
his power, at least he shall not destroy it. All 
my political reasons^ which then determined me 
to act so, will not excuse me or quiet my con- 
science. And as for the misfortunes of my 
friends, I feel them so much the more, since my 
natural tenderness on this point disposes me 
already for it.** 

Do you repent of that presumption with which 
you placed yourself at the helm of administri^ 
tion, gave laws, and trifled with the happiness of 
the nation ? ^ 

''I find myself guilty of this in my conscience. 
If « ven I could derive some excuses from the 
circumstances I was in, and which drew me in 
further than I thought in the beginning ; I am 
nevertheless always to be blamed for not making 
a stronger opposition, and not taking my motives 
for doing it from religion^ where I might have 
found them." 

Are you fully determined to profess Christianity 
until your end, and will you ever act according 
to its precepts ? 

'' I now glory as much in Christianity and in 
acknowledging my former errors, as I then did in 
treating it with contempt. My resolution, which 
is founded upon conviction, gives me the surest 
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hope that I, in all circumstances, ^hall keep to it, 
find observe its precepts until my end." 

Are you conscious that you bear no hatred 
Bgainst those whom you think your enemies, nor 
against those who have promoted your present 
misfortunes ? 

^ Since my temper is not revengeful, I am 
less inclined to hatred, and I trust that those per- 
sons who are the cause of my misfortunes, have 
been acting from conviction, and with an intent 
to promote the interest of the king and the king* 
dom. And if even some people should have 
acted from personal enmity, I forgive it very 
readily/* 

Are you conscious that you spoke the truth 
before your judges, and in your conversation 
with me ? Do you likewise propose to speak 
truth in what jrou shall say to your counsel, in 
your defence ? 

'^ I do not remember to have spoken before 
my judges one untruth wilfully, unless, perhaps, 
for want of memory, some mistake has hap- 
pened. Still less do I know of any thing untrue 
which I might have spoken to you. I intend, 
likewise, not to say any thing in my defence that 
should not agree with truth/' 

Do you find a true desire to be pardoned by 
God, through the merits of Christ, and do you 
trust in God that he will not refuse it ? 
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** I have no other hopes but what are founded 
in God's pardon^ and I am convinced that there 
are no other means for me to obtain it but the 
merits of Christ. I strive to qualify myself for 
this through sincere faith in my Redeemer^ and 
by making my thoughts and sentiments conform- 
able to his will. I pray to God to strengthen 
me in this respect, since I find within myself no- 
thing but incapacity and weakness." 

Do you look upon this pardon of God as the 
greatest favour that can be conferred upon you ; 
greater than even the saving of your temporal 
life? 

" The saving of my life and all other temporal 
emoluments appear to me but very small in com- 
parison of everlasting happiness, which my in- 
ward feeling has made me experience already." 

Do you acknowledge yourself obliged, on ac- 
count of this pardon, to love God and your Re- 
deemer sincerely, and will you strive to increase 
this love ? 

" The more I grow convinced, the more im* 
pression the mercy of God and of my Redeemer 
makes upon me, and increases my love and gra- 
titude towards him." 

Are you determined to show this love towards 
God, by a ready obedience to his will, as long as 
you shall have time for it ? 

" Since I hope to be more and more convinced 
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of the love of God towards me, and since I ac- 
knowledge that what he has decreed relating to 
me, is in all respects, particularly in regard to 
my soul, the most advantageous, I am sure that 
I shall submit to all his will, without murmuring 
and without reluctance." 

Suppose your death should within a few days, 
by the interposition of God's government, be- 
come unavoidable, would you suffer it humbly 
and confiding in God, terrifying as the circum- 
stances may be wliich shall attend it ? 
. '' As much as lies in my power, supported by 
that confidence which I place in God, I shall die 
with a Christian-like resolution." 

Are you resolved to derive all your comfort 
only from religion, and not to call in for assist- 
ance a secret ambition, or an affected fortitude ? 

" I have resigned every thing which may be 
called ambition, and have been obliged to do it ; 
I am therefore sure, that in the last moments of 
my life I shall not be disturbed by this passion. 
I rather shall derive all my comforts from reli- 
gion. Even my former ambition would not have 
led me to affectation. Without religion I should 
have died as to my outward appearance just as I 
felt myself inwardly. Properly speaking, I have 
been obstinate only in defending my opinions, 
and in this respect I might, perhaps, too often 
have been guilty of affectation." 
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The Count assured me, on th& close of thii» 
examination^ that he in all respects had told me 
exactly the sentiments of his heart — When I 
was going to leave him^ he begged I would stay 
4 little longer^ since he had something to com« 
municate to me. 

^' I have been considering^ said he, about what 
I asked your advice the other day. I see plainly 
my life cannot be saved; I am likewise easy 
about it^ and I hope the wish to live longer will 
disturb me no more^ though I do not know how 
I shall be affected when I am very near death. 
If the awful moment was but once past, I then 
shall have lost nothing. If, when I am going to 
suffer death, I am but capable of thinking, I am 
sure to find composure and comfort in religion/' 

And if you should not be able to remember^ 
said I, I shall put you in mind of it, though I do 
not know how much I myself shall be affected. 

'^ I wish only you may not be too much 
affected, said he, for this would add to my suf-* 
ferings/' 

I shall do as much as I can to moderate my 
feelings, and I believe that I shall be able to do 
this, if I can have hopes that you die a Christian* 

'' I have been, said he, very uneasy about 
another thing. You know my chief crime. 
You know that by confessing it, other persons 
to whom I lie under great obligations, are ren« 

9 
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dered likewise unliappy. I have been thinking 
whether it had not been my duty, on their ac- 
count, not to have confessed, since gratitude and 
friendship seemed to demand it. I have been 
very uneasy about it. But I took ta prayers, as 
now my constant practice is, when I am under 
anxiety, and considered this whole matter on all 
sides, directing my heart perpetually towards 
God. I found that my denial would hinder the' 
truth from appearing, and from making its way 
as it ought. I saw that it would be still worse 
to cover one crime with another, which would 
fill me with anxiety of conscience, and make me 
incapable of receiving God's pardon. And cer- 
tainly the request would be unjust, that for the 
sake of saving others, I should sacrifice my ever- 
lasting salvation. I found, lastly, that if I had 
denied every thing hitherto, I now should have 
discovered it to you, and desired you to acquaint 
my judges with it. By reasoning in this manner, 
I have been so fortunate as to quiet my mind. 
I do not care now if people, who have no 
notion what it is to be anxious about ever-* 
lasting salvation, should think me to be both a 
faithless man and a traitor. My confession must 
be approved of by all true and rational Christians. 
However, the misfortune that has befallen my 
friends on account of my confession, grieves me 
more than I am able to express: I can pay them 
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no other damages^ but by praying to God to give 
them the comfort of religion and virtue. Tliis 
is what I continually am praying for; and if 
these prayers are granted, I am sure their loss is 
sufficiently repaid." 



The Twenty-third Conference. April 7. 

The Count being told that the answers to the 
questions proposed to him yesterday were such 
as proved that he hitherto had fulfilled those 
conditions, under which God had promised to 
grant his pardon, he said : 

** I thank God that my peace of mind is like- 
wise a proof of my being not rejected by Grod. 
I cannot but persuade myself, that although now 
m my fetters, and near a disgraceful death, I am 
by fax more happy than I was in my former 
grandeur." 

When I had convinced him from Scripture 
passages, that my judgment was well grounded, 
and had comforted him by telling him, that the 
more he got acquainted with the advantages of 
his conversion, the more his fisuth would increase, 
and supply him with infinite comfort against 
death, he said : 

'' Yes, I hope to experience that my death is 
but one difficult step, and every thing I lose by 
it shall infinitely be repaid to me.' 



» 
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' Some exhortation being given^ he said : '* That 
every night he examined himself whether he had 
jdone or thought any thing that might displease 
God ; if so, he prayed for forgiveness for Christ's 
flake, and repeated all his good purposes, toge- 
ther with their motives. I bdieve likewisej 
said he, that I can pray now with more cheerful- 
ness. Hitherto I found myself always unwor^ 
thy, but I have ventured tp pray, trusting to 
God's mercy,** 

Being adyised to thank God for all the grace 
he had shewn him during the time of his con- 
version, he answered : 

. '^ I remember with gratitude those powerful 
impressions made upon me by perusing many of 
the passages in the books I have been reading ; 
in particulair when I was reading the Life of 
Christ I own my inclination to look out for 
the truth and to embrace it,has inicreased thereby 
from time to time.** 

Just wh^ I was leaving the Count, he said : 
^ I am come now to a resolution how I shall act 
in regard to my defence. I see neither ihy life 
can be saved, nor my actions be justified, never- 
theless, I hope to be able to shew, that some are 
not quite so bad as they appear to be ; for you 
know, to consider our actions in a moral light be- 
fore God, and in a political one before the worlds 

K 
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are two. diflfereht thikigs. • I know how bad mine 
appear in the former ; but it does not f<^w that 
a tiling should be equally as bad when conndered 
in a pditical lights as it may be in a moral one. 
I shallrest satisfied to shew (for move I cannot 
do) that my pofitical mtetakiis were the conse^ 
quences of error/ precipitation and passion^ but 
not of a designf to do.mischief* I think I owe tbid 
to truths and even io religion itseStf^ as far as my 
conversion may either promote or hinder its inte^ 
test. Ify by keeping sil^ice^ I had allowed that 
I had bad intentions (though I do not recollect 
any myself)^ then perhaps my conversion would 
have been looked upon as weakness and con- 
fiosion of fiiind, notwithstanding it is the pro^ 
duce of a serious and ratiimal disquisition. The 
world might dse have said^ that a man could 
easily sacrifice his former prindples of religion, 
when it was a matter of indifference to fami^ 
whether he was thought to be a professed rogue> 
or only a man who had transgressed from error 
in judgment." 



The Ttventff;foMrth Cofiference. April 9. 

After reciting the happy consequences of hid 
conversion, I asked the Count if any one of those 
days of his former grandeur and temporal pros- 
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peritjr bad ever procured h&a tbat true tran- 
quility of miud which he now enjoyed in hie 
prison and in his &tters ? 

^* You are in the right, answered the Cou^t ; 
and if nothing eke had made me m^ppy, the 
insatiableness of my passions would have done 
it, for the most frequent enjoyments could not 
satisfy them;v . 

He spoke likewise very sensibly about his apr 
proachin^ daathr '^ He declared that death it<^ 
self (the terrifying circumstances which his 
m^ht be attended with excepted) presented no^ 
thittg dreadful to him, since he knew where it 
was to conduct him.** He deckred : 

^ It shcHild notmake him uieasy, if there w^as 
evenany truth ia ihe opini<m of those who-as^ 
sorted, that the soul, when separated fnmi the 
body, shoald be in a state of obscuve ideas and 
sensations; or in a kind of sleep. For if my sold 
was not consdfm^ of itself, or was.only in a place 
of security and :ease, I should lose nothing :hy it; 
Should this sleep last even a thousand or teii 
thousand years, it would not make me unhappy^ 
lor during all this time, I should be conscious of 
nothing. However, it is by far more agreeable 
to me to learn from Scripture^ that my soul, is^ 
stantly alker part^ig firom the body^ shaU entei 
conscious of itself, into possession of its happi^ 
ness." • ■ . •••l 

k2 
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Towards the dose of this conversation, he 
said: ^' Though Scripture telh us hut little 
ahout the state the soul shall he in durmg its 
separation from the hody, yet even this little is 
matter of great comfort If God had found it 
useful and necessary to give us further informa- 
tion, he would have done it It is fidly sufficient 
to quiet my soul, when I know it wiU he in the 
hand of God. — ^From this yoii may judge how 
much it must vex me, if now and then this 
thought returns : ' perhaps tiiere is no eternity T 
I examined myself to-day very strictly, if perhaps 
I found a secret pleasure therein, or if I enter* 
tained an ohscure^ notion of its being true : hut 
I profisss I found neither of thenu There is not 
a shadow of probability left of my formar system, 
and the strong proofs of the contrary are always 
before my eyes. Besides, I am so much inte- 
rested in my being at present better informed, 
that I would not part with my conviction upon 
any account, or act wiUully oontnury to it If 
by committii^ any crime, even such as the world 
did not acknowledge to he such, I couldgain the 
greatest tanporal advantage, I am confident I 
should not commit it If I was promised for 
certain, that my life should be spaced, and that I 
should be restored to my former situation, under 
condition that I contradicted the confession I 
have made of my crimes, and that I confirm^ 
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with an oath my new assertion, I am sure I 
should rather die than contradict truth, and take 
such an oath. I am convinced I never should 
think thus, if I was not persuaded of eternity, 
or rather wished or thought it to he a vain 
&ncy. But I see now how difficult it is to ex- 
tirpate such false ideas, as we were formerly 
fond of." 

The Count had read Spalding's Sermons, and 
assured me he was much edified by them. Some 
of those books which had contributed much to 
enlighten and reform him, he sent to Count 
Brandt, for whom he shewed the tenderest care* 
I gave him this day Doddridge's Treatise on the 
JRUe and Progress of ReUgion in the Soul *• 

He desired me to write to his parents, and to 
comfort them by the account I could now give 
them of him. 

« 

* Upon the mind of Stroensee, so carefuDy guarded as it 
was against aU enthusiastic feelingSy this little work of Dod* 
dridge could have no injurious effect. It is a book of great 
power, and in particular cases, under the guidance of a judi« 
eious minister, it may be used with great effect. But it is a 
book which must be used with great caution ; especial care 
should be taken how it is placed in the hands of the young, as, 
from some mistaken views which it presents of the doctrine of 
Grace and Conversion, it may lead them into the paths of 
fiuiaticism and error* 
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The Twenty-j^th Conference. April 11. 

A CONVERSATION which the Count had with a 
person who disliked the reading of the Bihle, on 
account of its style, gave occasion to some re- 
marks on the style of the Bible. Among the 
rest he observed, that the railleries of the Free- 
thinkers about Christ and his doctrine, were 
plain proofs that they had no intention of acting 
honestly. ''It is in general impertinent,*' said 
he, '' to turn a virtuous man into ridicule. The 
old and unusual expressions of the Bible cannot 
be the true reason, for which they should think 
them deserving ridicule. They do not laugh at 
other ancient writings, which are written in such 
a style. If they, for instance, were to read the 
books of Confucius, I am sure they would not 
hesitate about his style, but praise his morals. 
In the same manner, they extol the &bles of 
iSsop, but the parables and narrations of Christ 
will not please them : notwithstanding they are 
derived from a greater knowledge of nature, and 
contain more excellent morality. Besides, they 
are proposed with a more noble and artless sim- 
plicity, than any writings of this kind, among 
ancient or modem authors. There must be 
therefore something else which prejudices them 
against Christ ; and I do not know what else it 
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eanld be, but their heart, which makes them 
ayeise to his precepts." 

' Some days since, the Count had obtained leave 
to have pen and ink ; and he said, *' he would 
make use of it to draw up the account of his 
conversion, which he- had promised to leave 
behmd him." 

'* It wiU be,'' said I, '^ a very acceptable legacy 
to me. Write with reflection, and I hope it will 
not be useless. It shall remain an authentic 
monument of your religion and piety. I there- 
fore leave it entirely to you, to arrange your 
thoughts and to write them down. I will have 
no other share in it than to tell you in general 
terms, how it is to be drawn up so as to answer 
its intention. This intention is partly to efface 
those impressions your example has made upon 
the mind of others, partly to raise the attention 
of those that are of the same way of thinking as 
you formerly were. It must therefore appear 
by this writing that your sentiments about reli- 
gion and virtue are jre&Uy altered. At the same 
time, you are to relate how this alteration was 
produced. I think this to be necessary, lest any 
body should doubt its truth. As to your style 
and expressions, it must be such as will not l)e 
displeasing to the people of the world, and that 
others may not entertain any doubt of your hav- 
ing become a Christian.'' 



136 tlONVBESIOM AND BSATH 



^' I shaU e&deavour/' said hie, '' to keep these 
rules before my eyes. But if you find any mis- 
take, that I perhaps was not sufficiently ac- 
quainted with some doctrines, or that some pas- 
sages may be liable to censure, you are always 
at liberty to correct them/' 

No, replied I, not a single word shall I attempt 
to alter. It must be entirely your own, for feap 
some people should think it spurious. 

The Count remembered the late Reverend Mr. 
Alberti of Hamburgh, with whom he was per- 
sonally acquainted, and wished to read his ser- 
mons, which I sent him* 

The Twetdy-^xth Covfference. April 13. 

*^ AxBERTf s Sermons*," said the Count, ** have 
much edified me. They have likewise contri- 
buted to make me have a greater regard for re* 
ligion, and at the same time made me more 
composed and happy.'' 
The to-day's conversation turned upon the 

* So rich IB our language in SermottSy tliat it is almoirt im- 
possible to recommend any in particular. Much must be left 
to the discretion of the minister, and the feelings of his convert. 
The sufferings and death of Christ, the Atonement, the accept- 
ance of true penitence before God, should be the subjects to 
which the attention of a late convert, who has but a abdrt time 
to live, should principally be turned* 
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doctrine of tibe resurrection of the body. The 
Count having been made acquainted with the 
arguments in fSEivour of it, said : 

'^ He believed the chief objections against the 
resurrection of the body, were started after it 
had been positively asserted by Christ. From 
that time, those who had a bad conscience, be- 
came fearful. They endeavoured to secure 
themselves by such objections, against anxious 
expectations.'' He added, after some other re« 
fiectioiMS^ '' That death was not indifferent to 
him, but yet not terrible. Nevertheless, he 
could not deny, but that he had great reason to 
repent of those actions by which he had hastened 
it ; yet, since this could not be altered, and he 
was sure that his sins would be forgiven, he had 
nothing that could attach him to this life, except 
the natural instinct of self-preservation ; and he 
was ready to leave this world as i^oon as God 
pleased to call him. He did not care what 
might become of his body after his deceais^ for 
it was safe every where under God's care. In 
the mean time, he would make the best use of 
his time he could, and endeavour to become 
every day better and more acceptable to God. 
For this purpose, said he, I read, I pray, I reflect 
iin my former and my present situation, and 
compare them both; I speak to the officers 
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about religion and virtue, but without intruding 
and without affectation." 



The Twenty-Seventh Conference. April 14t. 

Future judgment, and everlasting rewards and 
punishments, were thesubjectsof thisCouference* 
With regard to eternity and future punishments, 
the Count expressed himself in this manner : 

*^ If even the punishment of a future wodd, 
were only to last during the life of a man, it 
would be very terrifying, and sufficient to keep 
OS from sin. It would be dreadful enough if the 
punishments consisted in nothing else but the 
natural consequences of sin, without any Airther 
dispensation of God. I thought men might be 
punished in eternity by those passions to which 
they were addicted in this world. They leave 
this world with all their internal appetites, which 
attend them in all their strength. There is no- 
thing in the other world to satisfy these desires. 
They consume themselves in insatiable longings, 
and vain wishes. God need only say 4o them : 
You shall remain as you are." 

Being told that since his salutary reformation, 
he joyfiiUy might expect his sentence before 
God's tribunal, he replied, " That he really 
waited with joy for it, and trusted in God's 
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inercy." He said> '^ His objectkmfi^ which he 
fonnerly thought unanswerable^ were now quite 
gone^ or at least of so little consequence^ that he 
doubted about the truth of religion no more 
than . about my being with him* He was now 
so conscientious, that he examined every thing 
he did and thought, whether it agreed with the 
wiU of God. And he found himself by this so 
well, so composed, so happy, that he was sure, 
he should constantly think and act in the same 
manner/' 

As the time of his death drew near, I thought 
proper to inspire him with ideas of futurity ; for 
which purpose I gave him Lavatdr's Prospects 
kito Eternity *. 

The Twenty-eighth Conference. April 17. 

To day our conversation turned partly upon 
eternity. On occasion of the explanation of 
several passages of Scripture, that have a rela- 
tion to this subject, the Count admired the pro- 
priety of St. Paul's expressions, and the images 
he made use of. 
^ ^ I find now," said he, '' that I from time to 

* A better book cannot be recommended to prepare a soul 
for eternity, ihan Bp. Greene's F<mr Last Things, Death, Judg- 
ment, Heaven and Hell. Sberlock on Death might also be 

U8^ 
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time become more acquainted with the style of 
the Apostles. They write extremely wellj now 
and then with inimitable beauty^ and at the same, 
time with simplicity and clearness/' He quoted 
deveral passages, particularly from the eighth 
chapter to the Romans. He added, *' I should 
like to see other publicans and tent-makers, write 
in the same manner as the Evangelists and Apos-^ 
ties did.** 

Being reminded that his uncommon and un- 
expected calmness and composure of mind, was 
a consequence of his being certain of God*s par- 
don, he said: 

^' It is certainly a consequence of my being 
pardoned for Christ's sake, and of my being con- 
scions that my sentiments are altered ; and this 
accounts for those ill-founded ideas of ihefeel- 
ings of Christianity. The composed mind which 
Christianity procures, is such a feeling. I have 
it now myself. They were only mistaken m ex- 
plaining the reasons thereof. Why should God 
produce these sensations by miracles, when they 
are the natural o£&pring of a well-founded con- 
viction, and a true conversion T 

Towards the end of the conversation, he de- 
clared, " That he thought himself very .happy 
in being so near eternity, though the manner in 
which he entered into it must be melancholy for 
him. In the mean time, he would do every thing 
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in his power^ to be in a situation in which he 
might hope to overcome the terrors of death, 
and to be certain of a happy immortality. He 
believed, his duty in this point consisted chiefly 
in having his former life continually before his 
eyes, that he might keep up a lively sense of 
repentance, and in striving to confirm himself in 
his present sentiments, to meditate upon them, 
and to accustom himself more and more to them. 
This, said he, is now my whole occupation ; it 
is so interesting to me, and pleases me so weU, 
that nothing is more agreeable to my taste. A 
little while ago I used, as I told you, to read 
sometimes rHiataire Generale des Voyages.^ 
I then tiiought that I. could employ my time 
better. But not being willing to appear in my 
own eyes in a hypocritical* light, I would not 
forcibly suppress my incUnatioQ for this book. 
This inclination has now left me. I do not like 
to read, or to meditate on any thing else, but 
what concerns my chief business, which is a fure- 
paration for eternity. Thank God, I am ad vattced 
now so far, that my doubts do not make me any 
more uneasy. What you told me in the begin* 
ning, I find to be true, for no objection presents 
iisdf but what I am able to answer to my satis- 
ftction." 

'' The Christian religion," said he on another 
occasion, '' is so engaging, that it certainly must 
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please every one who is properly acquainted 
with it. We should see the best effects of it 
among the common people^ in reforming the 
worid, if it was properly represented^ and nmde 
int^gihte to the capacity of different sorts of 
people. They ahould be made sensible^ that in 
this life they could never be happier than by fol- 
lowing the precepts of Christianity. Every one 
then would ba convinced^ thal^ supposing even 
this religion to be a dehraion, it must be sudb an 
oneas contradict)^ entirely the very natureof every 
other delusion^ because it is thebestjand truest way 
to happiness. Every one would think it woalh his 
while to maintain this delusion and to propagate 
it.**-*— He continued^ ^ I wish you and other di- 
vines would write small pamphkts^ to acquaint 
the people with the advantages of Christiaiiity^ 
which might bar of greater service than preach^ 
ing. — ^In this numner Voltaire has written^ as 
you know, innumerable little pieces against re^ 
l^on, which contain always the same thing over 
again under d^erenttitles, and ina differentdress^ 
Rational friends of Christianity should learn of 
him this method, by which he does much mifrr 
chief, and apply it to better purposes. Voltaire 
boasts of having found out this method, as he 
says, to enlighten the world. I remember that 
when I conversed with D'Alembert at Paris, in 
my travds, that he spoke much in praise of this 
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mathodj amd admired Voltaire^'d wisdom in thin 
point. UoWever, I do not bclteve him to he 
tke iiiyentor of it. Pwidtps he has borrowed 
this way iDf spreading his principles' from Christ 
himself^ who taught truths sometimes in paraMejs^ 
sometimes in questions and answers^ sometimes 
in sermons. 

'' D'Alembert told me, at the same time, that 
he had carefiilly examined Christiaxdty^ and had 
found nothing against reason iii it. But the 
reason why he did not adopt it was, because he 
had no iiiWard feeHngs of it. These feefings 
were the gift of God, and since he denied them to 
him, he hoped to be excused for not having them, 
and cmisequently ibr not being a Christian;** 

Lastly, the Count complained of having been 
for some time troubled with disagreeable dreaffls^ 
He wanted to know how fjsu* there was any 
morality in them, and how far they could be 
charged to men. Being told that they pi«o^ 
ceeded from the free exertion of the soul during 
the time we are asleep, he said : '^ This answet 
satidfies me, for I never think of those things, ttf 
which ^he dreams are related. In genend, I 
bbs^rve, that they derive their origin not fitoai 
sensations and ideas which were but lately ib my 
mind, but from such as were at a greater diis^ 
tahce of time. Thus, during the first week of 
illy iinprisonment, I dreamt of nothing but of 
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mj parents^ whom I have not seen a hmg while* 
It was as if I were in their house and their com- 
pany. Many things that happened in their pre- 
sence during my infimcy came into my mind 
again.'' 

The Twenty-mnth Caitference. April 20. 

Among other things, which were the subject of 
this conyersation, it was mentioned that the 
nearer and more perfect contemplation of the 
works of God ia futurity would be a source of 
pure and everlasting joy to the blessed. The 
Count then mentioned, '' That the contemplation 
of the works of nature had oftentimes afforded 
him great satisfaction, and that it had been the 
only means of keeping him from atheism, mta 
which he otherwise certainly should have fallen." 
An exhortation of advancing in godliness, 
since his end was so near, produced the following 
dedaiatioQ from him : *' Thank God," said he, 
^' I am ready to die, if it should be even to- 
morrow. The Freethinkers will say, I should 
have found within myself strength enough 
i^ainst my misfortunes, without applying to 
religion. They will say, I shewed myself now a 
coward, and was for this reason unworthy of my 
former prosperity* I 'wish to God I had not 
been unworthy of it for other reasons. How- 

4 
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ever, I should like to ask these gentlemen^ in 
what manner I should have found comfort with- 
in myself? I durst not think on my crimes, on 
my present situation, on futurity, if I wanted 
tranquillity of mind. Nothing was left for me 
but to endeavour to stupify myself, and to dis- 
sipate my thoughts. But how long would this 
have lasted in my present solitude, and being 
removed from all opportunities of dissipation ? 
And suppose it had been possible, it would have 
been of little use, for the cause of fear and 
an^dety remained always, and would have roused 
me frequently from my artificial insensibility. 
I tried this method during the first weeks of my 
confinement, before I reflected on my condition. 
I laid for three or niore hours together on my 
bed. My fancy composed romances, I travelled 
Ihrough the wliole world^ and my imagination 
produced a thousand pictures to atnuse myself 
with. But at that time I fancied that I saw 
many ways of saving my life. I did not know 
whether and how far my crimes might be disco- 
vered. A certain circumstance, which deprived 
me of all my hopes, was then still unknown to 
me. And even then dissipation would not an- 
swer the purpose. If I could dream in this* 
manner, perhaps for several hours, my terrors 
and my anxieties would return again. Perhaps* 

L 
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smne people will say ^ I should have exerted my 
pridej and shewn, at least by my outward con- 
duct, that nothing could humble me* But, aks ! 
what a miserable pride is it to hate a bad c(m- 
sdence, and to think of dying on a scaffold ! — 
Noj I find it is bettcar to derive my comiort from 
the only true source, which is reMgion. And I 
wish that those who blame me now for takii)^ 
shelter under it, may find in their last hours the 
same tranquillity it affinrds me. There is but one 
thing in this world which makes me really and 
continually uneasy, which is, that I have seduced 
others to irreligioA and wickedness. I believe I 
should not properly enjoy my future happiness, 
if I knew any of those I have deluded would 
be eternally unhappy. It is, ther^ore, my most 
fervent wish, and my own happiness depends on 
it, that God would shew mercy' to all those I 
have by any means turned from him, and call 
them back to rdigion and virtue. IpraytoGod 
for this finrvenfly." 

Some questions bemg asked concerning hia 
prayers, he said : ^ He prayed firequently. He 
held communication with his own heart, and ex- 
cited himself to confirm and rectify his senti- 
ments more and more. He addressed himself, 
also, to God, and b^^ged his asinstance for him- 
self and his friends.'' 
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what manner I should have found comfort with- 
in myself 7 I durst not think on my crimes, on 
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tranquillity of mind. Nothing was left for me 
hut to endeavour to stupify myself, and to dis- 
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removed from all opportunities of dissipation ? 
And suppose it had been possible, it would have 
been of little use, for the cause of fear and 
anxiety remained always, and would have roused 
me frequently from my artificial insensibility. 
I tried this method during the first weeks of my 
confinement, before I reflected on my condition. 
I laid for three or niore hours together on my 
bed. My fancy composed romances, I travelled 
through the wliole world, and my imagination 
produced a thousand pictures to amuse myself 
with. But at that time I fancied that I saw^ 
many ways of saving my life. I did not know 
whether and how far my crimes might be disco- 
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beginning guarded myself against being de- 
qeiyed. His present peace of mind seemed to 
me in particular a sure proof of the efflscts of 
religion upon lu$ heart. Among pmny obseitva- 
tions he mkde to^y, the foUowi% seem to be 
of some importance. 

'^ I consider it now," said he, '' as a kind of 
folly, tiiat the Peists pretend to be offended, 
at the humble appearance Christ and the first 
teachers of Christianity made. > I need not ob- 
serve, that in relation to God> nothing is either 
little or great, but cannot help remarking that 
this humble appearance of Christ was very well 
adapted to the design of his mission. The com- 
mon people took him now to be one of their 
equals, and placed confidence in him. For this 
reason Christ chose his Apostles among the lower 
cla^s of mankind, and the Apostles conversed 

A 

mostly with such. And even these conunon 
people were as proper spectators of their mira* 
cles as an assembly of philosophers, as they were 
all of that nature^that nothing more was required 
to judge of them than the natural senses and a 
common share of understanding. A private sol- 
dier is, perhaps, more fit for such an observation 
th^n a general who has his head full of other 
things, or thinks it not worth his while to attend, 
to it. The evidence which is given by men of 
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common understanding in behalf of Christ's 
miracles is, therefore, worthy of credit. The 
learned and the philosophers, caoi now consider 
these facts, and examine whether they are real 
miracles, and then determine how far they are in 
favour of Christ and his doctrine." 
< Lastly, the Count declared,- *' that he had a 
sincere love towards God and his Redeemer, that 
he rejoiced in the blessings of eternity, though 
he was not uneasy as to the time when he should 
partake of them. The sense of his repentance 
was not so keen as formerly, since he could apply 
the comforts of the Gospel to quiet his con- 
science. I beg of you," added he, " consider of 
my situation, whether you find me as I should 
be. Write to Cramer, and desire him to tell his 
t>piiiion ; I am ready to do what he or you shall 
prescribe." 

The Count knew that there was a corres- 
pondence between Cramer and me concerning 
the progress of his conversion ; I used to com* 
municate to him those passages in Cramer's letr 
ters that related to him. He readily made use 
of Cramer^s reflections and doubts. He was 
very desirous of his letters, and inquired even 
the very last morning of his life, if any of his 
letters had been received which concerned him. 
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beginning guarded myseUT against being de- 
qeiyed. His present peace of mind seemed to 
me in particular a sure proof of the effects of 
religion upon his heart. Among rxmiy ob^etva-. 
tions he mkde to^^^^ the foUowi% seem to be 
of some importance. 

'^ I consider it now/' said he, '' as a kind of 
f<^y, that the Peists pretend to be offended 
at the humble appearance Christ and the first 
teachers of Christianity made. > I need not ob- 
serve, that in relation to God, nothing is either 
little or great, but cannot help remarking that 
this humble appearance of Christ was very well 
adapted to the design of his mission. The com- 
mon people took him now to be one of their 
equals, and placed confidence in him. For this 
reason Christ chose his Apostles among the lower 
class of mankind, and the Apostles conversed 
mostly with such. And even these common 
people were as proper spectators of their mira- 
cles as an assembly of philosophers, as they were 
all of that nature,^that nothing more was required 
to judge of them than the natural senses and a 
common share of understanding. A private sol* 
dier is, perhaps, more fit for such an observation 
than a general who has his head full of other 
things, or thinks it not worth his while to attend, 
to it. The evidence which is given by men of 
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you was that which you chose^ I mean^ cool in- 
quiry. I will tell you now what resolution I had 
taken before you caMe, and for what reasons I 
entered into conversation with you. About eight 
days before your first visit to me^ the conunander 
of the castle asked me if I chose to converse 
with a divine ? Thinking, however, that every 
clergyman would be apt either to preach too 
much, or tire me with melancholy declamations, 
I declined the proposal, and said, I and all di- 
vines diflfer very much in opimon, and I have no 
inclination to dispute. However, I knew that I 
must expect a clergyman to attend me by order 
of government, I tiierefere resolved to recdve 
him civilly, and to hear him with decency and 
composure* I intended to declare to him, at the 
end of the first vbit, that if he was ordered to see 
me firequently he would be welcome, but I should 
beg of him not to entertain any hopes of con- 
verting me, for I was too well convinced of my 
own opinion, and should therefore never eiatet 
into any usdess disputations.— When you came, 
my dear friend, I immediately perceived, that 
you had no intention to declaim to me in the 
style of a preacher, or to fill me with fears and 
terrors, and inflame my imagination. You only 
desired me, since the matter was of so great 
consequence, to examine into my own principles, 
and the evidence for Christianity. I found this 
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Tke Thirif-firH CmffBrmice. April 28. 

The fidlowmg obs^rvatioa of the Count 
serve to give us an idea of his character. 

'' Do not mind/' said \», ** if it should be said, 
you ought to have urged upon me argummits 
which were not so philosophical and more evan- 
gelical : I assure you that by no other means 
you would have found access to my heart than 
by those you have chosen. There are only three 
ways which you might have taken : declamation^ 
working upon the imagination, and cool inquiry. 
If you had chosen that of declamatioUj I should 
have immediately thought. If the man has a good 
cause, why does he not propose his reasons with* 
out any art : if God has a revealed religion, it 
must stand the test of inquiry ; I therefore should 
have hesfd you without any raiMition. If you 
had endeavoured to work upon my imagination, 
you must have done it by filling it with tenihle 
descriptions of eternity. This method would 
have had still less effect tiban declamation : I was 
very sure that after death there was nothing 
either to hope or fear. Any impression you 
might have made through fear would soon have 
worn off and would have entirely vanished by re- 
collecting my former system. The only way left 
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you was that which you chose^ I mean^ cool in- 
quiry. I wiU tell you now what resolution I had 
taken before you caMie, and for what reasons I 
entered into conversation with you. About eight 
days before your first visit to me, the conunander 
of the casde asked me if I chose to converse 
with a divine ? Thinking, however, that every 
clergyman would be apt either to preach too 
much, or tire me with melancholy declamations, 
I dedined the proposal, and said, I and all di- 
vines differ very much in opinion, and I have no 
incUnation to dispute. However, I knew that I 
must expect a clergyman to attend me by order 
of government, I therefore resolved to receive 
him civilly, and to hear him with decency and 
composure* I intended to declare to him, at the 
eai of the first visit, that if he was ordered to see 
me firequently he would be welcome, but I should 
beg of him not to entertain any hopes of con- 
verting me, for I was too well convinced of my 
own opinion, and should therefore never «ter 
into any usdess disputations. — When you came, 
my dear friend, I immediately perceived, that 
you had no intention to declaim to me in the 
style of a preacher, or to fill me with fears and 
terrors, and inflame my imagination. You only 
desired me, since the matter was of so great 
consequence, to examine into my own principles, 
and the evidente for Christianity. I found this 
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reasonable, I had time to do it, and &ncied I 
should, by this inquiry, discover that Christianity 
had no foundation, and convince myself more 
strongly of the truth of my principles. We 
begun our conferences with great coolness ; I 
read the books you gave me, though with diffi- 
dence, yet with attention. This did not continue 
long, and I could not help perceiving that I had 
been mistaken. It can scarcely be believed how 
much it has cost me to own my error, with re- 
gard to myself, as well as with regard to you. 
You may remember that I did not from the first 
deny that I had acted wrong, and had been un* 
happy in my former situation, and that my con- 
science reproached me. But, considering my for- 
mer obstinacy, it was a great victory over myself, 
to confess that my former principles were false. 
To proceed so far was only to be done by reason. 
You are the best judge why you treated me in 
the manner you have done ; but the success en- 
tirely justifies you: my conversion is, through 
the grace of God, providentially brought about. 
In what manner this is effected must be indif- 
ferent to all but you and I. Sensible Christians 
will rejoice that my soul is saved, and that you 
have chosen this method, which, in regard to 
me, was the only good one." 

Towards the end of our conversation I told 
him that this week, in all probability, would 
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be the last of his life, as I knew that next 
Saturday sentence would be pronounced against 
him, and that between ihe sentence and the 
execution of it, there would be very few days. 
He received this news with his former resolution 
and serenity. 

^' I hope/' said he, '^ that I shall certainly meet 
my death without stupifying fear or anxiety. I 
am only apprehensive that you will be much af- 
fected by this shocking scene. If it would have 
no bad effect upon the spectators, I should desire 
you not to accompany me to the scaffold," 
. No, said I, dear Count, I am your only friend, 
and I dare not leave you. I will comfort you 
with the hope, which I entertain as a certain one, 
that you shall be happy in eternity : I will assist 
you under this severe fate ; and the only recom- 
pence I expect, is to see you die as a Christian. 



T/ie Thirty-second Conference. April 23. 

The Count, after asking me why so many who 
know the precepts of Christianity, do neverthe- 
less not live up to them, related a conversation 
he had with one of the officers, wherein he at- 
tempted to shew, that it was not impossible to 
practise the laws of Christianity. He afterwards 
desired me to appoint a day when he could re- 
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write about them. You know, my dear friend, 
how I now believe, without any further seasoning 
or explanation or insight into the.coniiection of 
the whole system, every thing that Christ has 
taught, because his word is sufiScient for me/' 

The Monday following, as I have mentioned 
already, was appointed for receiving the sacra* 
ment I told the Count, that since it was a 
solemn action, and at the same time a public 
confession of his Christianity, I thought it proper 
that it should be celebrated before some wit- 
nesses, that were known to be true Christians. 
He answered : 

'' I wished to receive it with Count Brandt, 
but since this will be matter of difficulty, I b^ 
of you to entreat the commander of the castle to 
be present.** 

The Count did not appear to me to<*day to be 
so serene and cheerful as he used to be. I in- 
quired what could be the reason of it, and he 
gave me the following answer : 

'' You know that to-morrow I expect my 
sentence ; this has induced me to reflect on for- 
mer times. I thought if I had not acted in 
such a manner as I have done, I should not have 
come into this misery ; it has made me rather 
uneasy : however you may be sure that this un- 
easiness will soon pass over; I have found already 



OF COUNT STRUBIfapiS* 157 

sufficient reason to be above such reflections, 
since they are at present ill-timed and entirely 
unnecessary." 

The Thtrty-fomth Ccr^erence. April 25. 

'' Voluptuousness/' said the County '' is the 
source of all my misfortunes ; ambition has only 
contributed to hasten and complete them. I 
haye told you already, that when I first came 
into Denmark 1 intended to cut as great a figure 
as my situation would permit. I then did not 
think of obtaining that power^ to which I was 
raided ; I could have satisfied myself with being 
eminent in my profession as a physician. You 
will find this to be true from what I am going to 
tell you. I had resolved to leave Altona, and to 
resign my station there. I intended to go to 
A^^ilaga, and to settle there as a physician, or to 
make a voyage to the East Indies. I had the 
following reasons for my first resolution. I was, 
at the time I took it, rather in ill health, and 
hoped a milder climate would agree better with 
me. The notion that the pleasures of a volup- 
tuous life would be greater and more pleasing in 
a warmer climate, was a matter also of some 
consequence. The many fine things in the E«st 
Indies, which I had read in voyages, and which 
had warmed my imagination, determined va^ 
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more for the East Indies than for Malaga : be- 
ikides the great hopes I had of making a fortune, 
and satisfying those desires which made me think 
at first of Malaga. Now a prospect opened itself 
to me, of making my fortune in Denmark. I 
seized on the favourable opportunity. And 
why ? I am almost ashamed to say it was owing 
to an acquaintance procured by a love intrigue 
which brought me hither. How greatly must I 
detest my former way of thinking, which made 
me follow a wild passion which always was blihd ! 
And how much am I now punished for it !" 

He was just speaking of several things which 
concerned his heart, of his affections towards his 
parents and fiunily, of his complying with his 
fate, wh^3t his Counsel came into the room to 
acquaint him with his sentence. ^^ Good Count,** 
said he, '^ I bring you bad news.** He then 
pulled a copy of the sentence out of his pocket. 

^ I expected nothing else,'* said the Count; 
" let me see.* 

He read. I fixed my eyes upon him with 
great attention, but! did not observe the least 
alteration in his countenance. After he had read 
it, he gave it to me. It was as follows : 

'* In consequence of the Danish statute law, 
book vi. chapter iv. art. 1. It is hereby declared 
just and right, that Count John Frederick 
Struensee, for his due punishment, and that he 
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may be an example to terrify others, has for* 
feited his honour, his life, and his estates* He 
sb&U be degraded from hk dignity as Count, 
and all other dignities whieb have been conferred 
upon him. His coat-of-arms, which he had as 
Count, shall be broken by the common hang- 
man. Likewise shall John Frederick Struensee^s 
right hand, and afterwards his head, be cut <^ 
his body shall be quartered and laid upon the 
wheeU and his head and his hand shall be stuck 
upon a pole.*" 

During the time that I was reading this sen- 
tence and trembled, he began to talk with com* 
posure with his Counsel, and asked if aU the 
points of his accusations had been regarded in 
framing his sentence. The Counsel answered in 
the aflfirmative. '' And what will be the fate of 
Brandt T His sentence is exactly the same as 
yours. '^ And could his Counsel do nothing ia 
order to save him r He has said every thing 
that could be said in his favour, but Count 
Brandt has too much laid to his charge. The 
Count was more moved at this, than at his own 
fate. However he soon recollected himself, 
wrote something to what he had drawn up for 
his Counsel, and retunied it to him. 

When we were alone, I assured him et my 
sincere cfxmpassion, and exhorted him to suflbr 
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his fate with the patience and submission of a 
Christian. 

" I assure you," said he, " J am very easy 
about that. Such punishments should make an 
impression upon others, and therefore they ought 
to be severe. I had prepared myself for this 
and more. I thought I might perhaps be broken 
upon the wheel, and was already considering 
whether I could suffer this kind of death with 
patience. If I have deserved it, my infamy 
would not be removed, though those disgraceful 
circumstances were not annexed to it. And if I 
had not deserved it, which I cannot assert, sen- 
sible people would do me justice, and I should, 
gain in point of honour. And upon the whole, 
what IS honour or infiEUDiy in this world to me ? 
My judges had the law before them, and there- 
fore they could not judge otherwise. I confess 
my crime is great ; I have violated the Majesty 
of the King. Many things I might not have 
done if I had been sufficiently acquainted with 
the law — But why did I neglect it T 

** To be sure," said I, '^ you only are \jo blame. 
One of your crimes, of which there is not the 
least doubt, is not only a crime against the King's 
Majesty, but also against the whole nation, and 
it would be looked upon as such in any other 
country. That unlawful power which you 
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usurped to yourself^, is likewise a crime against 
the constitution of Denmark. And though per- 
haps you might not think you had been guilty 
of high treason on this account^ yet the. fact is 
proved^ and the law is clear. He owned all this, 
an^ I was sorry to have said so many disagree^ 
able things to him. He added : 

'' I must only beg of you to be upoii your 
guards lest you should be too much affected 
when I go to die. The. friendship I have for 
you^ from which I cannot but sympathize with 
you, would make me very uneasy to see you 
^u^Per. Let us however continue our conversar 
tion calmly and composed to the last. Upon 
the scaffold speak to me as little as possible, <uid 
as you shall think proper. I shall certainly do 
as much as lies in my power to direct my thoughts 
towards God and my Redeemer. I shall not 
take my leave of you. Believe me, that without 
this cerempny, which likely might discompose 
my. mind, I know and feel how much I owe 
you/' 

My readers will recollect how much this un- 
happy man was moved by a letter he received 
from his father, at a time when he still main* 
tained his irreligious principles. Now they have 
seen with what a composure of mind he heard 
his sentence, after he was become a Christian. 

He delivered to me the following letter for hisi 

M 
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parents, and left it to me, whether I would send 
it now or after his death. I chose the latter, 
because I knew his execution was very near, 
and I would save them the anxiety of expecting 
the melancholy news of it. The letter was as 
follows : 

'^ Your letters have increased my pain, but I 
have found in them that love which you always 
expressed for me. The memory of all that sor- 
row which I have given you, by living contrary 
to your good advice, and the great affliction my 
imprisonment and death must cause you, grieves 
me the more, since enlightened by truth, I see 
clearly die injury I have done* With the most 
sincere repentance, I b^ your pardon and for- 
giveness. I owe my present situation to my be- 
lief in the doctrine and red^inption of Christ. 
Your prayers and your good example have con- 
tributed much towards it Be assured, that 
your son has found that great good, which you 
believe to be the only true one. Look upcm Ins 
misfortune as the means which made* him obtain 
it. All impressions which my &te could make 
upim you, will be weakened by this, as it has 
effikced them with me. I recommend myself to 
your further intercession before God. I pray 
incessantly to Christ my Redeemer, that he may 
enable you to bear your present calamities. I 
owe the same to his assistance. My love to my 
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brothers and sisteis. I bxo, with all filial re- 
spect," &C. 

The TUrty^/tk Co9fferenee. April 26. 

I HBARD from General Lieutenant Holben, the 
commands of the castle, that Struensee had 
been very uneasy all last night : That he had 
kicked with his fee^ gnadied with his teethe and 
gnawed his fingers. The officer iqpon guard got 
up to him, but found him fisuit asleep. I inquired 
of my unfortunate friend, whether he had been 
trouUed with disagreeable dreams. He said : 

^ That when he awaked in the morning, he 
remembered nothing but the bringing to his 
memory all the arguments, by which he was 
convinced of the truth of Christianity. Of the 
uneasiness of his body he remembered nothing.** 

I had to acquaint him with the melancholy 
news that his sentence was confirmed in every 
particular circumstance, and that it was to be 
executed the day after to-morrow. I hoped he 
would hear it with a composed mind, and it 
happened so. As to those circumstances which 
were to throw infiEuny upon his death, he ex- 
pressed himadf thus : 

'^ I am far above all this, and I wish my firiend 
Brandt may be the same. Here in this world, 
since I am on the point of leaving it, neither 

M 2 



164 CONVERSION AND DEATH 

honour nor infamy can affect me any more* It 
is equally the same to me after death, whether 
my body putrifies under ground or in the open 
air, whether it serves to feed the worms or the 
birds. God will know very well how to preserve 
those particles of my body, which, on the day of 
resurrection, are to constitute my future glorified 
body. It is not my all which is to be laid upon 
the wheel. Thank God ! I know now very well 
that this dust is not my whole* being.** 

When I told him that next Tuesday would be 
his d}ang day^ he answered : 

'' I thought it would be Friday* However, 
I do not wish for even this short delay. It wotlld 
be the same as if I was to undergo a pauiful 
operation for my healthy and should desire to 
have it delayed when it was just going to be per- 
formed. I should be obliged to submit to it at 
last, and I should only recover my health later.** 
— He then went through all the circumstances 
of his death, and compared them with those of 
tiie death of Christ, and found that Jesus had 
suffered infinitely more for his sake, than he was 
to suffer on account of his crimes. He praised 
the power of prayer in comforting him, when 
he was now and then anxious about the fate he 
was to undergo. 

. I am unable to describe the ease and tranquil- 
lity with which he spoke. I expected much 
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from the power of religion over his hearty but it 
exceeded my most sanguine expectations. 

He assured me that religion, and his firm 
hopes of being pardoned by God, had produced 
this ease of mind. He owned that his natural 
coolness of temper, his using himself for many 
years to keep his imagination within bounds, 
and his entertaining himself rather with reflec- 
tions of sound reason than images of fancy, had 
in some respects supported him; but he was 
convinced that all this, without religion, would 
never have composed his mind. God had adiapt- 
ed it for all kinds of tempers and for all cha- 
racters. It was fit for all men, and it found in 
him a good soil to produce all its good effects, 
of tranquillity and fortitude in adversity. He 
added : '* Although the way which leads me out 
of this world is very disagreeable, yet I have 
reason to praise God that he has made choice of 
it ; that he has shewn me the approaching death 
aforehand, and at the same time has extricated 
me out of the pleasures and dissipations of this 
life. In no other manner should I have become 
acquainted with truth, or should have reformed 
my sentiments ; diough I am sure I should have 
adopted Christianity in all situations of life, if I 
had known it so well as I do now : And yet, I 
never should have taken proper time to examine 
into it. When I formerly thought on death, it 
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had but little eJBTect upon me* I ra&er sup- 
pressed it, sometimes by thinking it vras a fate 
which could not be avoided^ and therefore was 
not to be called into our thoughts before there 
was occasion for it : sometimes, by persuading 
myself it was folly to embitter the present en- 
joyments, by thinking on what was to come. 
Even when I was in danger of my life, I avoided 
looking into futurity. I have been sometimes so 
dangerously ill, that my life has been despaired 
of; I had been riding furiously, and no longer 
ago than last summer broke my arm, by being 
thrown from my horse, but it never entered my 
thoughts to look one step further than this pre- 
sent life." 

Being reminded of self-examination, he said : 
'^ He did it every day. It was an occupation he 
liked.** — ^Among other things, he said : ^* I know 
my adnunistration of stat^ affairs is very blame- 
able before God and men, and my own con- 
science, on account of the bad principles by 
which I was actuated, namely, levity, haste, 
pride, and selfishness. How far they are wrong, 
either upon the whole or singly considered in a 
political light, I am unable, indeed, to determine, 
because I shall not live to see the consequences. 
However, I must expect to have been subject to 
error in my political principles as well as I have 
been in my religious ones. I leave this point to 
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be decided by those that survive me^ and I sub- 
mit to their judgment This only I can and must 
say^ (for I should speak an untruth if I was to 
speak otherwise) that I am not conscious of any 
bad intentions.** 

After this a conversation ensued about the 
Lord's Supper. When it was finished^ I told 
him that a poor peasant, who met me to-day in 
the street, called out to me : '^ Father, do what 
you can to convince Struensee that he has sinned 
against our Lord Jesus Christ; and if he ac- 
knowledges this he will be saved/' The Count 
was much pleased on account of the Christian 
love which this man had shewn ; and observed, 
that Christianity could instil sentiments of huma- 
nity into the minds of illiterate people whose 
souls were not refined by education. 

'' Reading V mid he, '' will not sufficiently 

* There is one deficiency in the' course .adopted by Dr. 
Munter, which the reader cannot fail to remark — that at no 
time does he place in the hands of his convert any manual of 
prayer. This might probably arise firom the scarcity of sudi 
books in the German language. But in a cotmtry like oar own^ 
where they exist In great number and variety^ they should not 
be omitted. Our inestimable Liturgy is of itsdf almost a su£S- 
cient manual of devotion for any one ; but if others are wanted 
which are more adapted to particular cases, they wHl be found 
in the Catalogue of the Society for Promoting Cliristian Know- 
ledge. The Prayers and Meditations in Bishop Taylor's Holff 
Dyings with very slight alterations, would have been admirably 
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eatertdn me at present^ therefore I have been 
writmg to-day .'^ Among the rest he had written 
the following letter to Lady Perkentin^ at Pinne- 
berg^ and he desired me to take care that it 
might be safely delivered. The following is the 
letter : 




My Lady^ 

^ I make use of the first moments which per* 
mit me to write to you. Business^ duties^ and 
my late connections, have, perhaps, lessened in 
me the remembrance of my former friends, but 
they have not been able to obliterate their me- 
mory entirely. My present leisure has revived 
it the more lively. If my silence has raised sus- 
picion against my former sentiments, I beg par* 
don of all those that are intitled to my gratitude, 
and of you, my Lady, in particular. This, how- 
ever, is not the only advantage which the change 
of my fate hais produced. I owe my knowledge of 
the Truth to it, it has procured me a happiness 
of which I had no more expectation, since I had 
already lost sight of it. I intreat you to con- 
sider my misfortunes in no other light but that 
of religion. I gain more by it than ever I can lose, 
and I feel and assure you of this with conviction, 

suited to the case before us. The whole book, indeed, with 
the exception of the controversial part, is full of Christian 
consolation. 
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ease, and joy of heart. I b^ of you to repeat 
what I now write in the house of count Ahlefeld 
and at Ranzau. I am under great obligations 
to these two fisunilies^ and it has grieved me the 
more to have drawn with me into misfortunes 
persons which are related to them. Permit me, 
my Lady, to add to this my respects to Lady 
Thun and the family of Mr. de Waitz. I remain, 
with most respectful sentiments," &c. 

^prUze, 1779. 

The TMrty-Jifth Conference^ April 26. 

I CAME to-day to the Count with General Lieu* 
tenant Holben, who, at my request, was present 
at his receiving the sacrament. I administered 
it to him ; and this man, who received his sen- 
tence of death without any appearing alteration 
of mind, was during the whole time of this sa^ 
cred transaction as if he was melting into tears. 
I never observed a tear in his eyes as often as we 
were talking about his misfortunes and death ; 
but on account of his sins, the moral misery into 
which he had thrown himself and others, on 
account of the love of God towards him and all 
mankind, he has wept more than I myself should 
have believed, if I had not seen it« 

When the whole transaction of receiving the 
sacrament was over, he begged leave of tb9 
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commander of the castle to make presents of the 
trifles that he had left^ hia bed, his linen, and 
the little money which he had saved out of his 
allowance, which was a rix-dollar or a crown 
every day. He said: *'I have now no more 
property.'* 

He then took his £a.rewell of the commander 
in a very affecting manner ; thanked him for all 
kindness he had shewn him, and declared that 
he had not denied him any favour that was in 
his power to grant. The venerable old man 
left him with these words : '' I am sure we shall 
find one another again before the throne of 
God." 

When we were again alone he said: '^No- 
thing is now of great importance to me, bat to 
be certain that I shall appear before God with 
all possible sincerity, and uprightness of senti* 
mcent. I therefore have examined myself once 
more carefully, and I find a kind of pleasure in 
it, because it is my duty. I am conscious that 
I perform every thing cheerfully and without the 
least reluctance, since, enlightened by Chris* 
tianity, I have learnt what is my duty. Thus 
have I thought myself obliged to draw up the 
account of my conversion, which is in your pos- 
session, to efface, as much as possible, that im- 
pression which I have made upon others by my 
conversation and example. I can assure you, I 
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felt more satisfaction in writing it than ever I 
did in drawing up other things that partly con- 
cerned my defence. I have more minutely ex- 
amined my administration of state affairs ; and 
can» according to my conscience, judge of it no 
otherwise than I told you yesterday* I go into 
eternity conscious that it was not my intention 
to make the King or the nation unhappy. It is 
true I have, within a short time, amassed const- 
derable riches, and taken advantage of the King's 
&your towards me in a manner I cannot answer 
for; but I never have falsified tibe accounts^ 
though much in this respect seems to be against 
me ; and I can blame nobody who thinks me 
culpable/' 

It is difficult to dismiss every suspicion on this 
head against Struensee. And, if he was guilty, 
of how little value would be his conversion ! It 
has made me uneasy frequently, and even now, 
still after his death. AH manner of appearances, 
his own confession that he could not free himself 
from all suspicion, and many other evidences are 
against him. However, on the other side, it 
makes me easy that he confessed greater and 
more punishable crimes without constraint, but 
denied this with a firmness, calmness of mind, and 
confidence, whidi, inexplicable as the matter re- 
mains, makes it difficult to believe him guilty. 

^ I have traced out," continued he, ^' the origin 
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from which my present cahnness and tranquillity 
proceeds. I am sure they are quite different 
from those which afforded me comfort in my 
former misfortunes. It is quite impossible, in 
my present situation, to draw my thoughts from 
my imminent danger by dissipation. Approach- 
ing death is not so easily expelled fit)m one's 
thoughts. I feel no more of any pride. I am 
too sensible how little I am in this my prison. I 
detest the principle that teaches there are no 
expectations after death. Nothing but the assu- 
rance of the divine mercy through fitith in Christ, 
and the consciousness that I spare no pains to 
make my sentiments acceptable before God, 
comforts and composes me." 

^' However," added he, '^ this my ease makes 
me not idle ; for I continue, and shall do so until 
to the very last, to search earnestly after all those 
things in me which still may displease God, that 
I may avoid them as much as possible." 

Among the many proofs he gave of this, I 
shall only mention the following, because it shews 
how scrupulously conscientious he was. 

*'l think," said he, ''that it is the duty of a 
Christian to pray before he sits down to a meal, 
though my sentiments in this respect do not 
iiivour superstition. It is but just to direct our 
thoughts on such occasions, full of gratitude, 
towards feim who supplies our wants in this way. 
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I^; therefore, have made it for some time a rule to 
pray before and after dinner and supper. Howr 
ever^ my old custom had frequently so much 
power over me> that I oftentimes sat down to 
eat before I had said grace. Now it may be 
equally the same whether I direct my thoughts 
towards God before or after having taken two or 
thtee spoonfuls of soup ; but it has vexed me to 
find that my old careless way of thinking has 
made me forget what I thought to be my duty."* 
Will not my readers approve of this conscien- 
tiousness in a man who formerly indulged him- 
self in every thing his passions drove him to ? 

The Thirtyseventh Cor^erence. April 21. 

I FOUND him to-day in the most unfeigned tran- 
quillity of mind, to which, indeed, I had been wit- 
ness for ^veral weeks past, but which appeared 
more and more striking to me the nearer the time 
of his death advanced. I praised God in my 
heart, who shewed so much mercy to this un- 
happy man ! How often did I wish that I were 
not the only man upon earth who heard him 
speak so composedly about his death. 

He had written another letter to the Chamber- 
lain de Brandt, the brother of the unhappy Count, 
which he desired me to get delivered. Several 
other papers, which he had written in his prison. 
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were inclosed in a cover^ and sealed up hy me in 
the presence of the commander of the castlej who 
once vMOte did us the favour to come into the 
prison. The other papers, which consisted of 
those writings of mine, which I had given him 
from time to time, and the two letters of his pa- 
rents to him, he delivered to me likewise* And 
now he had '' set his house in order/* 

The following is the letter to the Chamberlain 
de Brandt. 
Sir, 
Permit me to bewail with you and the Lady 
your mother, the fieite of our dear Enevold. Do 
not think me unworthy of sharing this your grief 
with you, though accidentaUy I have been the 
cause of it. You know how much I love him. 
He was the man of all the world who possessed 
the largest share of my friendship. His misfor-* 
tunes gave me the greatest anxiety, and my own 
have been on this account most painful to me. 
He has shared my prosperity with me, and I trust 
that we now both together shall enjoy that hap? 
piness which our Redeemer has promised us. I 
do not know any thing wherewith I could com* 
fort you. You are acquainted with religion. 
There I found refuge to comfort me on account 
of my misfortune. I pray to God, that he in this 
very moment will let you feel all its power. I 
shall not cease to entertain a most lively sense of 

9 
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gratitude for all those persons^ which are dear to 
me at Ranzau. I am wholly your^s.** 

April the 27th, 1772. 

^^ P.8. I have heen in hopes, and still flatter 
myself, that the sentence of my friend will he 
mitigated.'* 

The suhject of our to-day's conversation was 
chiefly upon the redemption of Christ. I re- 
peated mostly what I had spoken on the suhject 
already when we purposely treated on it He 
said many striking and edifying things on this 
occasion ; but the emotion my heart was in, pre- 
vented my perfect remembrance of each parti- 
cular. The following is part of it. 

^' I look upon the reconciliation of men to God, 
through the death of Christ, as the only means of 
receiving forgiveness of sins. Every thing else, 
which is believed to serve the same purpose, is 
apparently insufficient. But this is conformable 
to all our notions of God ; it produces ideas suit- 
able to the attributes of God ; it is founded on 
the best reasons, and procures us comfort and 
cheerfulness at the time when death approaches. 
Whoever will not adopt and make use of this 
redemption; declares that he will neither be vir- 
tuous, nor fear God ; for he rejects the strongest 
motives which God could ever propose to man- 
kind, to fear him and to love virtue ; he slights 
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the assistance of God^ without which nobody can 
be honest or good." 

He added: " I leave the worlds fully con- 
vinced of the truth of the Christian religion." 
I then turned our conversation upon the love of 
a pious Christian towards God ; I shewed him 
how much we were obVged to entertain this love 
on account of the redemption^ and asked him 
how he found his love towards God and his Re« 
deemer. He said : 

^* I look upon God and Christ as my best 
fciends ; and in this view I consider those obli^ 
gations of love which I owe to God and my Re^ 
deemer. I first must know and feel for what I 
am indebted to my friend and benefactor. He is 
desirous of making me happy, he finds the means 
of doing it, he sacrifices on my account what he 
loves and what is dear to him. As long as I do 
not acknowledge this, or do not know how to 
value the same, so long am I unworthy of his 
friendship, and do not love him. I am further 
obliged to shew my readiness to act according to 
his intentions ; else I am ungrateful, and want 
him to be my friend only for self-interest, and to 
do nothing myself that was worthy of his friend- 
ship. You see here the principles according to 
which I love God and my Redeemer. I know 
what God has done for me, and what it has cost 
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Christ to procure my salvation, I know how 
great the blessing is which I shall enjoy through 
him. But I am likewise conscious that I do 
whatever I can, to act according to the will of 
God, to rectify my sentiments, and to prepare 
myself for death in a manner which may be ac- 
ceptable before God. I submit without the least 
reluctance to his will in regard to myself, because 
I know he loves me. I look upon my death, and 
all those awful and ignominious circumstances 
that are to attend it, as things which God found 
necessary for my own good. In the beginning 
of my confinement, I thought quite different 
from what I do now, even when I recollected 
that my affiurs might perhaps turn out in' the 
manner that they do now. I wished to fall sick 
«nd to die. I even had the thought of abstain- 
ing from eating, and to starve myself to death : 
yet I never should have laid hands on mys&lf^ 
though I should have had an opportunity for it. 
I now praise God heartily that neither of the two 
has taken place." 

I told him, that these sentiments gave me great 
satis&ction in regard to his salvation, and that I 
saw now how great reason he had to be so calm 
and so composed as I found him. 

'* Yes, thanks be to God,** said he, '' I am as 
^(atisfied as a man can be who sees his greatest 
happiness before him. I therefore humbly adore 

N 
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the mercy of God> and the power of religion. 
If it happen^ that my tranquillity is interrupted 
for some moments^ it is caused hy the wish to be 
convinced that I have fulfilled all those condi- 
tions under which God will grant me mercy» and 
that I am such as God wants me to be. I there- 
fore have taken the book of Spalding into my 
hands again, to satisfy myself on this point*" I 
answered, 

'' That I did not know of any oth» conditions 
of our salvation, and the Bible taught us no 
other but these two : an unlimited confidence in 
God through Christ, and an earnest desire to 
think and to act always according to the Will of 
God. And since he was conscious that he be- 
lieved in Christ, and that he loved God, he had 
no reason to doubt of his being pardoned before 
God." He then said: 

^^ I have examined myself in all respects I 
could think of, and I find nothing that can make 
me uneasy. If I found any thing of this kind, I 
should have told you of it, and have asked your 
advice. But how easily may I have dwerlooked 
many things which are known to God; and if 
so, what will he do ?" 

He will forgive you, said I, because you have 
Sione what you could do in those circuDsstances 
you were in. We cannot raise ourselves to per- 
fection. 
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We afterwards consulted and settled how we 
should act to-morrow, it being the day when he 
was to die. I promised to be with him some 
hours before he went to the scaffold ; for, ac- 
cording to the King's order, I durst not go along 
with him to the place of execution ; I was to go 
before him, and to receive him there. 

He desired me to carry on our conversation 
to-morrow as composedly and as coolly as 
hitherto. He wished that we might finish what 
we had to do on the scaffold as quick as possible, 
and that I might keep up my spirits, that he 
might not see me su£kr. As for himself, he 
diould say nothi]^ there but what he thought 
ahsoltttdy necessary; for he would direct hte 
thoughts entirely towards God, and that eternity 
he was to enter into. 

I told him, that according to the ritual I was 
to ask him a great many questions, but that I 
thought I had a right of shortening them. I did 
this in his presence, wrote the questions down, 
which I was to ask him, and read them to him 
afterwards. 

'' I do not dioose/' said he, '' to see my brother 
and to take leave of him, on account of the ten- 
derness of our situation. I beg therefore of you 
to do it in my name. I entreat his pardon, for 
drawing him with me into misfortunes, but I 
hope and am certain that his affairs will turn 

N 2 
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out well I assure him of my leaving this world 
with true brotherly affection for him. Tell him 
likewise of the sentiments in which I die^ and 
how you find me." 

This commission^ which was the most tender 
and most moving I ever had^ I discharged^ by 
the leave of the commander, this very evening, 
and carried back the answer of the much affected 
brother. 

Tlie Thirty-eighth Conference. April 28. 

According to the account of the officer who had 
the watch that night, the Count, who now was 
certainly no more an unhappy man, had been 
reading a good while the preceding evening, and 
went to bed pretty early. He had slept for five 
or six hours together very soundly. When he 
awakened in the morning, he had spent a good 
while in deep meditation. He then got up, 
dressed himself, and conversed with the officer 
very composedly. 

I found him lying on a couch, dressed as he 
intended to go to the place of execution. He 
was reading Shlegel's sermons on the sufferings 
of Christ, and received me with his usual serene 
and composed countenance. He said : 

*' I was thinking last night whether it might 
not strengthen me in my way to death, if I was 
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to fill my fancy with agreeable images of eternity 
and future bliss. I might have used for this 
purpose Lavater^s Prospects into Eternity : but 
I will not venture to do this. I rather think it 
better to take this great step in cool considera^ 
tion. Fancy, if once put in agitation^ can soon 
take a false turn. It could dismiss (perhaps) at 
once^ my agreeable and pleasing prospects of 
eternity, and eagerly catch at the formidable 
circumstances of death, by which means I fear 
that I should be unmanned. Even in going to 
the place of execution, I will not indulge it, but 
rather employ my reason in meditating on the 
walk of Christ to his death, and apply it to my- 
self." 

He then desired me, if I thought it necessary, 
to assure his judges in his name once more, that 
what he had confessed, was in all respects the 
truth, and that he had not wilfully concealed 
any thing, which he himself or others could be 
charged with. He continued : 

" When I awoke this morning and found that 
it was day-light, my whole body was seized with 
a vehement trembling. I took directly to prayer, 
and considered the comforts of religion. I 
prayed for the King, that God's wisdom* and 
mercy might guide him, and that he personally 
might be perfectly happy. I soon recovered my 
spirits again. I am now calm and composed^ 
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and I am 8ure I shall remain so. Why should I 
make myself uneasy^ when I am fuUy convinced 
of my salvation ? God has forgiven me my sins/ 
and even those which I do not remember; he 
has pardoned me for those things which he still 
dislikes in me, and which I by self-examination 
could not discover, and therefore could not re- 
form. God cannot forgive vice in general, with- 
out doing the same in every particular species of 
vice. The remembrance of the sufferings of 
Christ, who has satislSed God for all men, assure 
me of this. And since I am so certain of my 
salvation, I do not dread death. Fear of death 
would be inconsistent under circumstances so 
full of a happy eternity. Besides, I cannot com- 
plain that my fate is too hard. I know that I 
deserve this and still more. But, ^ who shall lay 
any thing to the charge of God's elect ? — Who is 
he that condemneth V ** 

I took the opportunity he gave me, to explain 
to him the whole eighth chapter of St. Paul \o 
the Romans : There were so many beautiful pas- 
sages which were excellently well adapted to his 
former and his present situation. The most 
visible calmness was to be observed in his whole 
countenance ; and he frequently prevented my 
going on, by falling into the same observations 
I was just going to make in order to strengthen 
his faith. 
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He now asked, me ; '' How far am I pennitted 
to keep up my fortitude by natural means ? For 
instance : by endeavouring to retain my presence 
of mind, and not to permit myself to be carried 
away by imagination and fancy.** I answered. 

If God has given you a oertidn strength of 
soul, it is his will that you should make use of it« 
in those moments when you stand most in need 
of it. But no inward pride or any ill-founded 
complacency is to interfere. You are to do 
nothing merely for the sake of being applauded 
by the spectators on account of your resolution 
and composure. You are to be above such 
things. God loves sincerity, which consists in 
showing ourselves outwardly as we are inwardly. 
Shew yourself therefore exactly in the man- 
ner as you feel yourself within. If you even 
should be so much affiscted as to shed tears, do 
not hide them, and do not be ashamed of them ; 
for they are no dishonour to you. You cannot 
conceal from yourself, even unto the very last 
moment of your life, why you are to die. You 
would do wrong, and offend true Christians, if 
you were to die with a cheerfillness, which can 
only fall to the share of those that suffer for the 
sake of truth and virtue. I wish to see you on 
the scaffold with visible signs of repentance and 
sorrow, but at the same time with a peace of 
mind which arises from a confidence of being 
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pardoned before God. I should even dislike to 
see you conceal the natural fear of death. He 
said : 

" I am certainly not inclined to make any shew 
before men. Nothing can be now more desira- 
ble to me than to please God^ and to conquer the 
terrors of death. If I should force myself to ap- 
pear outwardly different from what I am within^ 
it would happen to me what happens to a man, 
who is to speak to an eminent person, and has 
well considered every thing he is going to say, 
but now begins to stammer, and, by endeavour- 
ing to prevent this, becomes quite speechless. 
I sh£dl, as much as lies in my power, direct my 
thoughts towards God, and not disturb myself 
by studying to satisfy the expectation of the 
spectators. Therefore I shall say nothing on the 
scaffold, but what you yourself shall give me oc- 
casion for." 

I assure you, said I, I shall give you very few 
opportunities for it ; the scaffold is neither for 
you nor for me the place for speaking much. 
When you are there, it will be your business to 
strengthen your thoughts as much as possible, 
*^ forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are be-- 
forer 

" Now," said he, " since I am so near death, I 
find how necessary and how beneficial to men 
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the positive assertion of Christ is of the existence 
of eternity. If I was not sure of this, mere reason 
would give me hut little satisfaction upon this 
question : Whether a few hours hence any thing 
would he left of me that retained its life ? — I can 
likewise tell you, from my present experience, 
that a had conscience is worse than death. I 
now find eomfort against death, but as long as 
the former lasted, I had no peace within me. I 
believe that I should have become quite harden- 
ed, if this wound had not been healed. 

'^ I believe you have observed, that I would 
not let those sensations which were produced 
by my certainty of being pardoned before God, 
grow very lively. They might have hindered 
me in my studying to reform my heart, and in 
examining myself. But now I enjoy the comfort 
of being conscious to have done what I could to 
please God.'' 

In the above-mentioned letter to the Chamber* 
lain de Brandt, he had said that he had become 
innocently the cause of his brother's misfortunes. 
He desired me to explain these words to him. 
** That he, with a good intention, had brought 
his friend Brandt to Copenhagen, and had kept 
him from withdrawing himself when he had a 
good opportunity for it" 

Now the door of the prison opened, for which 
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the Count himsdf never^ but I y&ty often> had 
looked with a fearful expectation, — ^An officer 
came in, and desired me, if I pleased, to step into 
the coach, and to go before the Count to the 
place of execution. I was muK^h moved and 
affected. The Count, as if it did not concern 
him in the feast, comforted me by saying : 

'' Make yourself easy, my dear friend, by cou-* 
aidering the happiness I am going to enter into, 
and with the oonseiousness that God has made 
you a means of procuring it for me.'' 

I embraced him, reccnamenditig him to the 
love and mercy of God, and hastened to the place 
of execution. 

He being soon called after me, got. np from 
his couch, and followed those which were to coi^ 
duct him. Coming out of the prison and getting 
into the coach, he bowed to those that were 
standing around. Upon the way to the plaae of 
execution, he partly spoke to the officer who 
was with him in the coach, partly sat in deep 
meditation. 

As soon as both the eondemned were arrived 
in their respective coaches near the sca£S>ld, and 
Ccmnt Brandt had mounted it first, I got into 
the coach of Struensee, and ordered the coach-* 
man to turn about, to prevent his having the 
prospect of the scaffold. 
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'' I have seen him already/' said he. I could 
not recollect myself so soon^ and he finding my 
uneasiness, said, with a smiling countenance, 
'^ Pray do not mind me. I see you suffer. Re« 
member that God has made you an instrument 
in my conversion. I can imagine how pleasing 
it must be to you to be conscious of this. I shaU 
praise God with you in eternity that you have 
saved my soul." 

I was still more affected than before, and said, 
that I should look upon this transaction of mine 
as the most remarkable one during my whole life, 
since God had blessed it with so self-rewarding 
a success. It was a pleasing thought to me, that 
We should continue our friendship in a future 
world. — I should have comforted him, but he, 
in this case, comforted me. He desired me then 
to remember him to several of his acquaintance, 
and to tell some of them, that if he, by his con- 
versation and actions, had misled them in their 
notions of virtue and religion, he, as a dying 
man, acknowledged the injury he had done, 
begged them to efface those impressions, and to 
forgive him. 

After some silence on both sides, he aslied me : 
'' Suppose God, since he knows all things, should 
see that in case I had lived longer, I should not 
have kept faithfully to my present principles 
and sentiments; could that have any influence 

e 
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Upon that judgment which I shall soon receive ?" 
I answered : 

" God judges by actions that are committed; 
not by those that are not. He judges men accord- 
ing as he finds them when they leave this world* 
He is love itself^ and ^ has no pleoMire in the 
death of him that cUeth.* He certainly will not 
condemn any one who dies in fulfilling those 
conditions under which he has promised his par^ 
don." He then continued : 

** It is true, I returned late to God, but I know 
that he who is from eternity, cares not for the 
length or shortness of time in which man has 
endeavoured to please him. Our Saviour siays, 
without determining any thing relative to this 
matter, ' He that comes to me, I will in no wise 
cast out •/ I will therefore not make myself un- 
easy that I have kept myself so long from God 
and virtue." 

On seeing the great number of spectators, 1 
told him, that among these thousands, were 
many that would pray to God to have mercy 
upon him. 

'' I hope so,*' said he, ^'and the thought pleases 
me." He soon after added : 

'' It is a solemn sight to see so many thousands 
of people together; but what are these thou- 
sands, when compared with the whole sum of all 
God's creatures, and how very little appears one 
single man in such a comparison ? Nevertheless 
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God loves every individual man jso mueh» that he 
has procured his salvation by sacrificing his own 
Son. What a love is this ! 

^' You see me," continued he, '' outwardly, the 
same as I find myself within." And I perceived, 
all the while I was sitting with him in the coach, 
no alteration, but that he was pale, and that it 
was more difGicult for him to think and to con- 
verse than it was some days before^ or even thi^ 
very morning. However, he had his full pre- 
sence of mind, knew several of those that stood 
about the coach, bowed to many by pulling off 
his hat^ and to some he bowed with a friendly 
mien. 

^' My ease," said he, '* is not a forced one. I 
cannot recollect any cause from which this ease 
arises, that could displease God. I am not am<- 
bitious to gain the applause of men, and I do 
not promise that I shall not shew any uneasiness 
upon the scaffold. I now have disagreeable sen- 
sations, and I shall have more there, which I will 
not endeavour to conceal. But you may be 
assured, that my soul will look with calmness 
and hope beyond death. And how little is that 
which I am going to suffer, when I compare it 
with the sufferings Christ bore when he died. 
Recollect only his words : ' My God, my God^ 
why hast thou forsaken me Y and consider, what 
excruciating pain it must have caused him, to 
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hang for several hours on the cross before lie 
diedr 

I exhorted him again not to shew any affeeted 
fortitude in these last moments which was Qot 
natural to him. Such affectation would cer- 
tainly displease God^ and if he now still would 
mind what the spectators might thinks I must 
ten him^ that only a few short-sighted people 
would believe his affected firmness to be true. 

I then said : Christ prayed for his murderers 
even on the ^ross. May I rely upon your leav- 
ing this world with the same sentiments of love 
towards those you might have reason to think 
your enemies ? 

'^ First,'' said he, '^ I hope that there is no one 
who has a personal hatred against me ; but that 
those who have promoted my misfortunes, have 
done it with an intent of doing good. Secondly, 
I look upon myself already as a citizen of ano- 
ther world, and that I am obliged to entertain 
sentiments conformable to this dignity : and I am 
sure, that if I was to see those, who might per- 
haps be my enemies here, in the bliss of that 
world which I hope to enter into, it would give 
me the highest satisfaction. I pray to God that 
if my enemies might repent of their behaviour 
towards me, this repentance may induce them to 
look out for that salvation which I promise my- 
self through the mercy erf God.'* 
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Though I could not see the scaffold, yet I 
guessed, from the motion Qf the spectators, that 
it was Struensee's turn to mount it. I endear 
vouied to prepare him for it by a short prayer, 
and within a few mom^its we were called. He 
passed with decencjc^ and humbleness through 
the spectators, and bowed to some of them. 
With some difficulty he mounted the stairs. 
When we came up, I spoke very concisely, and 
with a low voice, upon these words of Christ ; 
** He that beUeyeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he iivi^." It would have been impos^ 
sible for me to speak mudi and loud, even if I 
had attempted it. 

I observe here, ihat he shewed not the least 
affectation in his conduct upon the scaffold : I 
found him to be one who knew that he was to 
die, on account of his crimes, by the hands of the 
executioner. He was pale, it was difficult for 
him to speak, the fear of death was visiUe in his 
whole countenance ; but, at the same time, sub^ 
mission, calmness, and hope, w*ere expressed in 
hb air and deportment 

His sentence, and afterwards the King s confir- 
mation of it, were read to him ; his coat-of-arms 
was publicly shewn, and broken to pieces. Dui^ 
ing the time that his chains were taking off, I 
put the following questions to him: Are you 
truly sorry for all those actions by which you 
have oflfended God and men ? 



192 CONVERSION AND DEATH 

'' You know my late sentiments on this pointy 
and I assure you they are this very moment still 
the same/' 

Do you trust in the redemption of Christy as 
the only ground of your being pardoned before 
God? 

*' I know no other means of receiving God's 
mercy^ and I trust in this alone." 

Do you leave this world without hatred or ma- 
lice against any person whatever ? 

'^ I hope nobody hates me personally; and 
as for the rest^ you know my sentiments on 
this head^ they are the same as I told you just 
before." 

I then laid my hand upon his head^ saying : 
Then go in peace whither God calls you t His 
grace be with you ! 

He then began to undress^ and inquired of 
the executioners how far he was to uncover him* 
self^ and desired them to assist him. He then 
hastened towards the blodk, that was stained and 
still reeking with the blood of his friend^ laid 
himself quickly down^ and endeavoured to fit 
his neck and chin properly into it When his 
hand was cut off, his whole body fell into con- 
vulsions. The very moment when the execu- 
tioner lifted up the axe to cut off his hand, I 
began to pronounce slowly the words ; *' Re- 
member Jesus Christ crucified, who died, but is 
risen again." Before I had finished these words. 



OF COUNT STRUENSEE. 19^ 

both hand and head^ severed from the body^ lay 
before my feet. 



How wonderful is God, and how great his 
eare for the salvation of men, that are still ca- 
pable of being saved I But how different is the 
judgment we are to pronounce over such men, 
accordiug to the principles of the kingdom of 
God, from that which the world pronounces! 
If Count Struensee had remained in his former 
prosperity, and died a natural death, he might 
have been called a great and enlightened man 
through all ages, even if he had been at the bot- 
tom the greatest villain. The world has seen 
him die a malrfactor; but the disposition in 
which he left the world will be a sufficient in- 
ducement for true Christians to forgive him the 
ignominy wherewith he had stained his life> and 
to praise God that he died well. 
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TO DR- MUNTER. 



l^ou desire^ n^ dear friend^ that I sfaoidd leave 
behind me my thoughts^ how I was induced to 
alter my sentiments in regard to religion. Yon 
haye been witness of it You have been my 
guide^ and therefore I am infinitely obliged to 
you. I sati£rfy your desire with so much greater 
pleasure, as it will afford me an opportumty of 
recollecting the train of ideas and impressions of 
mind which have produced my present senti- 
ments, and confirm my present conWction. . 

My unbelief and my aversion to religion, were 
founded neither upon an accurate inquiry into 
its truth, nor upon a critical examination ^f 
those doubts that are generally made against it. 
They arose, as is usual in such cases, from a very 
general and superficial knowledge 4>f reli^on on 
one side, and much inclination to disobey its 
precepts on the other, together with a readiness 
to entertain every objection whidb I discovered 
against it You know how indifferent that com- 
mon instruction in religion is which is given in 

The reader will recollect thatiiot a ward of ^is aecttnot Iiai 
Steen changed by the Editor. 
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public schools : yet I was to blame not to have 
made use of the private instructions and example 
of my parents. Saace my fourteenth year, all 
my time was taken up in studying physic. If I 
afterwards spent much time in reading other 
^QQk^i U itna aaly to divert myself, and to ex- 
tend «Qr ktiowleige of those acienoes by means 
of ij^hich I hop^d to makt my fortune. The vio- 
le4ce of the pasMons which made me abaaden 
«^9^f hi my yottth to all sensuid pleasures and 
Qxtravagbnoes^ left me toaree time to think of 
moraU^» much less of religion. 

Wh6n ecqpfrJeB^e afterwards taughit me how 
mtle sdt4s£i6tio]| was to be found in the irregiubur 
enjoytneat 0f siicb pleasures, and reflection oon** 
viaeed me tbat a ^rtai« inward »at^&otioa was 
r^aisite far my happiness, ^nch as oannoi be 
att^indd eilAter by thie observance of particukor 
(In^s, or by the omiBsion of scaaidalous excesses : 
I therefore endeavoured to impxint in my mind 
mck pri&ciptes 38 1 judged proper to govern my 
aotioQs, and. which I thought woifld answer the 
end I had in view. But how did I undertake 
this taak ? My memory was fitted up with mooial 
piwcqpiles^ but, at the same time, I had various 
excuses to reconcile a complying reason with the 
weaknesses and the infirmities of the human heart. 
My understanding was prepossessed with doubts 
and difficulties against the infalHbility of those 
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means by which we arrive at truth and certainty. 
My will was (if not fully determined^ yet) secretly 
much inclined to comply only with such duties, 
, as did not lay me under the necessity of sacri- 
ficing my favourite inclinations. These were 
my guides in my researches. 

I took it for granted, that in matters merely 
relative to the happiness of man, neither a deep 
understanding nor witnor learning were required; 
but our own experience and ideas only, of which 
ev^ one must be conscious, were sufficient to 
find out the truth. The necessity of avoiding 
aU disagreeable sensations of pain, of sickness, of 
reproaches, as well our own as those of others, 
made me think that an exact observation of 
duties towaxds myself and my neighbour, were 
of the greatest consequence. However, I be« 
lieved, from the consideration of God and the 
nature of man, that there were no particular ob- 
ligations towards the Supreme Being, besides 
those which are derived from the admiration of 
his greatness and the general gratitude on ac- 
count of our existence. The actions of man, as 
&r as they are determined by notions produced 
by natural instincts, by agreeable or disagreeable 
impressions of external objects, of education, of 
custom, and the different circumstances he is in, 
appeared to me to be such, as could in particular 
instances neither please nor displease God, any 
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more than the different events in nature, which 
are founded in its eternal laws. I waa satisfied 
in observing that generd as well as particular in- 
stances, tended to one point, namely, the preser- 
vation of the whole ; and this alone was what I 
thought worthy of the care of a Supreme Being. 
My attention therefore was chiefly fixed upon 
the duties I owed to my neighbours, the observ- 
ance of which would as well promote my outward 
happiness, as give me inward satisfaction. 

The desire which every one feds to be virtu- 
ous, and a natural inclination for actions usefcd 
in society, induced me to use my utmost endea- 
vours to acquire a habit of virtue. But how 
could I find out true virtue, as I did not seek 
for it, where it was only to be found ? What a 
difference is there in the opinions of philosophers 
about its nature and its motives ; how contra- 
dicting is the judgment of men on account of the 
effects it produces in particular cases ! Yet these 
were to determine my method of acting, even if 
God did not judge me,, and I should resign my- 
self up to my conscience, which is so easily mis- 
led, so often overpowered by passions, and m 
frequently not to be heard at all. I found at 
least, how easy it was to deceive ourselves in re- 
gard to our sentiments, though they were en- 
tirely left to our own judgment. I found on thje 
other side many thijit were well inclined, though^ 

1 
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they were quite inactive. These and other re- 
flections induced me to thinks that virtue con- 
sisted in nothing else^ but in actions which are 
useful to society, and in a desire of producing 
them. — Ambition, love of our native country, 
natural inclination to what is good^ a well regu- 
lated self-love, or even the knowledge of religion, 
when they are considered as motives of virtue, I 
looked upon as indifferent things, according as 
they happened to make different impressions 
upon particular persons.-r*Reason and reflection 
were, in my opinion, the only teachers and regu- 
lators of virtue. He is to be counted the most 
virtuous whose actions are the most useful, the 
most diflSicult to be practised, and of the most 
extensive influence ; and no one could be blamed 
who observed the laws of his country, and the 
true principles of honour. 

I thought I had found in the nature of man 
sufficient powers and springs to make him vir- 
tuous. Revealed religion I looked upon as un- 
necessary, since it could only convince men, 
whose understandings were less enlightened, of 
the obligations of virtue. The effects of religion 
I never had perceived within me, at least I never 
had regarded them. Its doctrines seemed to 
contradict all the rest of my notions. Its morals 
appeared to me too severe, and I believed I found 
them full as clear, perfect and useful in the writ- 
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ings of philosophers. If you add to ifais^ the 
following doubts : Religion is known but among 
a small part of mankind^ — ^ii makes very litUe 
imiMression upon the mind, — its abuse has pro- 
duced a great many fatal consequences^ — few of 
those that know it/act agreeably to its precepts, 
•^but very little hope there is of a future life, — 
God's mercy will forgive the faults of error and 
predpitaiiion, — ^the nature of man contradicts the 
precepts of religion and opposes them : — and you 
will easily imagine what inferences I drew from 
tibence. 

Reason guided by understanding, supported 
by ambition, self4ove, and a natural inclination 
to what is good, became now the principle 
which determined my actions. To how many 
errors and mistakes was I exposed ! I found it 
not difficult to excuse my favourite passions, 
and give myself up entirely to the gratification 
of them. The indulgence of my sensual desires 
appeared to me^ at the most, to be only weak- 
ness, if they were not attended with bad conse- 
quences either to myself or to others, and this 
could be prevented by prudence and circum- 
spection. I found that many who pretended to 
honour and virtue, yet indulged them, and ex- 
cused them. The manners of the times permit- 
ted silently liberties which were condemned only 
by the too rigid moralist, but were treated with 



OF COUKT STRUEN8SB. 203 

inore iadulgence and teademess by those that 
are acquaiated with the human heart. Conti- 
neiice wafi in my eyes a virtue produced by pre- 
judice. Whole nations subsisted without know- 
iii^ or practising this virtue. 

It is y&ty humiliating to me^ my dear friend> 
to repeat to you these false excuses^ which ap- 
pear to me at present highly absurd. However^ 
they win be found adopted by all those, that act 
not quite thoughtlessly, but attempt to apologize 
by arguments for the irregularity of their life. 
How. easy is it in this manner to palliate and to 
justify the indulgence of every one of our pas- 
sions ? The ambitious man finds in all that he 
does patriotism and a laudable ambition; the 
9df*<oramted a noble pride, founded upon merit, 
and a justice which he owes to himself; the slan- 
derer a love of truth, and innocent mirth, &c. 

I bcped to escape those errors by an accurate 
self-examination> and an inquiry into the conse- 
quences of my actions. But how was I able to 
do this, were it possible to answer only for their 
most immediatia consequences? Did I not de- 
ceive myself in believing that I had the strongest 
intentions of doing good, and did really as much 
as I was able to do ? Was it infatuation, insen- 
sibility and affectation, when I flattered myself 
to :find firmness and tranquilUty in my present 
misfortunes ? When I searched into the causes 
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of them^ I considered only the political ones^ and 
how much could I find to excuse myself, if I did 
but consider the nature of my situation^ and the 
accidents it was subject to ? I had but a coi^ 
fused idea of any moral principles^ and I could 
not reject them^ without depriving myself of all 
comfort My expectations of futurity I before 
told you : and by dissipating my thoughts, and 
directing them to other subjects^ I could more 
easily bear my misfortunes^ and support my nar 
tural disposition^ as the impression an object 
makes upon our mind grows stronger by con- 
stantly reflecting upon it. 

In this condition, my dear friend, you found 
me, apd we began our Conferences. You re- 
member how much I thought myself convinced 
of my principles, how strongly they were im» 
printed on my mind, and how much I guarded 
against every passion that could rise within me. 
However, I found it but just to inquire into a 
matter that concerned my happiness, and which 
might be of such consequence with regard to 
futurity. An opinion, where the greatest probar 
bility amounts to certainty, receives still greater 
by examining that which is opposite to it. And 
to answer the objections which can be made 
against it, requires at least as much attention 
from us as we bestowed upon the examination of 
the arguments which induced us to embrace it. 
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Upon considering my moral principles^ I began 
immediately to doubt, whether they might not 
have been the cause of my mistaking what I 
chiefly aimed at, namely, the inward satisfaction 
of my actions. I was very sensible how much I 
deserved the reproaches of my own mind as 
well as those of others, if it was only on account 
of my unhappy friends, whose mis£6rtune& 
greatly affected me. Might it not have been 
better to have judged of my actions more by 
thinking from whence they arose than to what 
they related, and what their consequences were ? 
How few would my pleasures have been, and 
how little would my life have been ! However, 
I should now have less necessity for repentance 
and contrition^ though before I must have had 
greater conflicts and struggles with myself. The 
times of my suffering are only altered. If the 
first h&d taken place, my troubles would have 
been shorter, but now I feel an uniform and 
continued series of disagreeable sensations. I 
then should have suffered only myself. — ^And 
what satis&ction have I received of all which 
fortune seemed to promise me ? My passions 
were perhaps gratified, but in such a manner as 
always left a void after them. My wishes were 
satisfied, but the anxiety I was under to preserve 
my possessions, took away the greatest part of 
thrar pleasure. I enjoyed a variety of pleasures 
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which, by their nature, destroy one another, lind 
are at the most nothing more than dissipations. 
I grew at last insensible to the pleasures of life, 
which is the natural consequence of being in 
possession of every thing whidi can render life 
easy and agreeable. I did not enjoy the com- 
forts of friendship and society, as the situation I 
was in was extremely dissipated, and it required 
attention to a hundred trifles ; besides, the im- 
possibility of diverting my thoughts from the 
little dependance I could place on it would not 
admit of any real satisfaction. Supposing, too, 
that I even had good intentions, and the lawful 
means of putting them into practice, and that 
my faults were only the consequences of inat- 
tention and natural weakness, I should lose all 
the comforts I might derive from the former, by 
reproaching myself an account of the latter* I 
might have avoided them, by recollecting all 
their consequences, according to their different 
relations. However, even this was impossible 
when my passions represented to me the danger 
my own happiness and that of others wa6 in, 
and the impossibility of providing against con* 
sequences which were then at a distance. When 
my passions and my reason were in opposition, 
and the understanding waa to decide, I might 
have been always inclined in favour of that side 
where the pleasure seemed nearest, and paiii at 
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the greatest distance. Ambition and self-love^ 
and the influence our actions have upon one 
another^ are easily explained^ and their appli- 
cation found sufficient to answer their purposes. 
I could not now deny but that my principles 
were not capable of procuring me moral tran- 
quillity^ that my passions had been the chief 
springs of all my actions^ and that no other 
comfort remained for me but that which is 
derived from the inconstancy of human affairs. 
I might be indebted to my principles for my suc- 
cess in life^ and my activity : but I must reject 
them if they induced me to commit an action 
which deserves reproaches^ and which destroys 
my inwdrd happiness. 

I was ready to give up my former principl6s 
as soon as I could discover better. I saw that 
they were liable to two objections. My way 
of judging of the morality of my actions from 
their relations and consequences was neither 
safe nor certain. My arguments in favour of 
virtue might be equally applicable to justify the 
gratification of my passions as to control them. 
They were not sufficiently strong in their efibct(^> 
and were also liable to be misinterpreted when 
my passions became too impetuous. Consci* 
ence^ the inward sense of what is good or bad^ 
and the few of God> seemed not to obviate this 
difficulty^ I found sufficient reasons to disallow 

9 
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them, and my sensuality would not permit me ta 
feel their impression. Should these have taught 
me how to act with propriety and justice in all 
circumstances, and to make myself easy, though 
the consequences, the opinion of men, and the 
r^roaches of my friends had heen against me ? 
No doubt. But then my actions should have 
been derived from my sentiments, and these 
should have had a certain fixed rule to direct 
them, to prevent me from falling into error* 

I perceived my mistake, that I had placed 
virtue in actions only, without regard to their 
intentions, and by this I had lost what I was 
pursuing, inward contentment GeUert shewed 
me the means by which I might have avoided it. 
Jerusalem convinced me what strength and as- 
sistance true devotion furnishes us with. Rei- 
marus removed the doubts I had that God did 
not concern himself with the moral aetions of 
men. I will not repeat the series of meditations 
which convinced me of the truth of what these 
excellent writers teach us. I shall only repeat a 
few of them, and those only wrhich made the 
strongest impression upon me. 

Was it not the love of sensual pleasures which 
made me deny that truth which my reason as- 
sented to, and represented other objects and 
false notions as matters of consequence? — Is* 
there more safety and wisdom where t find 
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Buttple principles^ which may be practised with 
dearaess in all cases without exception^ or ihete 
where the variety of opinions and the conditions, 
which are innumerable, require more tinie for 
inquiring than action ? If the moral distincticm 
between virtue and vice is not to be founded on 
the intentions, none can pretend to virtue, at 
least, it does not depend upon our own will. 
The prudent, the cautious, the crafty, the hypo- 
crite, shall then be virtuous ; ' the simple, the 
careless, the unhappy, the sincere, shaU then be 
called wicked* My inward satisfiEU^ion will de-^ 
pend on the opinions of others and on accidents, 
if I cannot judge of my intentions by some fixed 
rules. 

It is a very narrow noticm to think that th9 
universe, taken together, is oidy worth the atten- 
tion of the Supreme Beings We know tha4 
knowledge, and a combination of many parti- 
cular events and operating causes> which all 
tend to one end^ produce actions <rf the greatest 
moral consequence to society. It is beyond 
man's capacity to' represent to his mind these 
things at once. He loses the sight of the whole 
by examining the parts separately. He is, there- 
fore, obliged to fix his attention only upon those 
causes which are nearest and most sensible in 
their effects. Those which are more remote he 
must leave to chance, or, which is the samei 
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thing) he must suppose that they will not fiiil of 
their end^ though they are not in his power. 
But let us go further. He that views the most 
remote possible event at one view, and knows 
how to direct every one of them to answer his 
partieuiar design, and to remove with the greatest 
fiicility the obstacles which are in his way, do-* 
serves, undoubtedly, the name of a great man. 
The more regularity and harmony he can give to 
every part, the more can he depend upon the 
event* It must be displeasing if he cannot effect 
this. The &ults of single soldiers cannot be 
{^easing to a good general in time of action, if 
he perceives them, and he needs must discover 
them. Many little irregularities render the whole 
imperfect We overlook them, because our abi- 
lities will not permit us to do otherwise, and we 
are used to despise what we cannot attain to for 
want of power. But it is abmif d to apply this 
manner of reasoning to God, and to believe that 
he fellows our esiample, and takes care of tiie 
whole without attendii^ to particular imperfec- 
tions. That position: God has reguhited the 
whole in such a nmnner, that the partieuiar irre- 
gularities of men are of no consequence, and 
therefore indifflsrent to him, is founded upon 
this principle ; that man acts always according 
to a fatal necesdty. God, therefore, wi9 cer- 
tainly observe how far every individual acts by 
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his free-will consistentiy wkh his detemiiiuidoii. 
Universal happiness cannot take place unksa 
every <tte contributes towards it. 

It is no ajqgument^ that God has dispensed such 
a niunbar of good things in nature^ and the in« 
stinets of man are so various^ that every one 
may he happy. Others generally s^er and are 
made uneasy wh^ our possesions increase^ and 
our enjoyments are great. Therefore the desire 
of increasing our hapjmiess in this manned, is hai^ 
ccmsistent with oyr determination. The increase 
of our moral perfections can take place without 
detriment and for the benefit of the whde. The 
smallest transgression in this rei^ec^ must he 
displeasing to God. What apologies can we 
make? Perhaps such as a courtier makes whett 
he deceives his master to serve his friend, or a 
minister of state when he loses sight of the pub- 
lic good to serve his own private interest. 

It is owing to pride wd prejudice in fiivour ei 
our own mtenuJ strei^^, when we hope to be 
virtuous through our own powers. We com- 
monly pwoeive in objects befove us what we 
want to see. It is impossible to have aH those 
ideas present in our mind which are required 
to draw just conclusions. We find those soonest 
which answer our purposes. The cod philoso- 
pher finds frequently that to be ialse, which he 
took for granted bdTore he begun his inquiries* 

p 2 
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And since all this is most certain, how easy must 
it he for us to convince ourselves, how uncertain 
our way of reasoning is, when it concerns things 
which we earnestly desire, and when the question 
is, whether we shall allow or refuse ourselves 
the enjoyment of them. A lively impression, 
which presents us with the arguments on both 
sides, is the only means to keep us from error. 

How many disagreeable moments did these 
reflections cause me ! They were sufficient to 
convince me how much I had erred from what 
I was striving for ; how little I had acted ac- 
cording to the true end of my nature, and how 
much I was to blame. I felt with pain, that I 
had followed false principles and narrow pre- 
judices. You know how much I was concerned 
for the misfortune of those persons with whom I 
had been connected. Nothing was now left me, 
but to endeavour to lessen the uneasiness I felt, 
since I found myself the only cause of it. But 
my pain became more violent, whenever I con- 
sidered my situation from that side, where it 
made the greatest impression upon me. The 
many consequences of my vices, and the thoughts 
that I had offended God, most deeply affected 
me. 

However, my former turn of thought made 
me mistrust, whether my present sentiments 
were not perhaps more a consequence of my pre- 
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sent situation of mind^ than of the conviction of 
my understanding. The uncertainty I was under 
concerning the nature of my soul and its im- 
mortality^ prevented me from giving my full 
assent. Bonnet answered all my doubts as far as 
mere reason can arrive at any certainty. I could 
not deny that my present disposition of mind, if 
I compared it with a former one, was better 
adapted to inquire after truth and to find it out. 
Before, I used to pass over every thing which 
opposed my passions, and found good what they 
desired: but I was now more inclined to be 
cautious and mistrustful, and it is a great thing 
to acknowledge our faults. The more I consi- 
dered my former doubts^ the less reason 1 had to 
think them to be of any consequence. I exa- 
mined every particular argument in favour of my 
former opinion : but at last I was obliged to own 
with Gellert, that if all that we know from rea- 
son^ of God, of our soul, and our moral happi- 
ness was uncertain, truth must be folly, and 
error must be wisdom. 

You know, my dear friend, how much these 
truths increased my uneasiness : I saw continually 
new objects, which hitherto had remained undis- 
covered, on account of the liveliness of the first 
impressions. The indifference I had to any fixed 
principles, my neglect of every single obligation, 
my remissness in doing good, when I had oppor* 
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tunity or abilities for it, the ndschidF which mf 
example, and the propagating of my principles 
might do, the displeasure of God which my trans- 
gressions mnst draw upon me ; all these circma- 
stances united produced in me the greatest 
anxiety. And how could I lessen the anacietjr 
sttch reflections occasi<med me ? I todL the re- 
solution to act according to that truth which I 
had found. I had a lively sense of my former 
transgressions, but from whence could I derive 
the hopes of repairing what was done> or burjring 
it in oblivion ? It is uncertain whether good in- 
tentions will always be equally strong ; perhaps 
new enticements and the errws of ^my under« 
standing may overpower them. The thought 
which is directed towards God, the sentimmts, 
conscience, and the recollection of its reproaches 
can be weakened. Virtue cannot prevent vice 
from being hurtful, much less can it repair the 
damage which is done. Time, opportunities and 
former situations were lost to me, and but little 
comfort was left me from this view. When I 
reflected on the idea which reason afforded me 
of God, I had but little herpes to flatter myself 
that my sins would be forgiven^ If I attempted 
to form the most iSftvourable idea of God's mercy, 
that he would consider the weakness uid imper- 
fection of human nature, I saw at the same time 
his justice and inunutability^ which were 
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contrary to this idea. The consequences oi 
iM^tions happen in the moral world as they do in 
the natural, according to certiun fixed rules; 
To these settled laws Qod leaves the fate of man, 
and his fate depends upon himself, since he acts 
with liberty. Ejqperience teaches us sufficiently 
that no exertion is to be made to this rule. 
Every crime and every transgression carries its 
punishmuent along with it* Perhaps no ipstwce 
can be produced which would not convince us 
^ the truth of this assertion, if we estimate man's 
happiness aecordii^ to what he feels within him* 
aelf, and not according to the general notions 
we have of good fortune. The irregularity and 
variely of our passions are evils, and the painful 
cmsciousness of the crimes we have committed 
never leaves us. Will God produce good out 
of evil, to r^Ddove the misfortunes which our 
sins brought upon us, and which are a prpof of 
his displeasure ? 

Of these truths I always have been convinced^ 
but I looked upon them as necessary evils cpn*- 
nected with our fiUe, which would cease with 
this life, even if they coul4 be called a kind of 
punishment I could diminish the lively impres- 
si<m of these evils by a firmness of soul, by cool- 
ness of mind acquired by practice, and a contem*^ 
plation of the evils themselves, without fam^iqg 
them greater than they really are. Patience, I 
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fitncied^ migl^ make us indifferent about them; 
and dissipation make us entirely forget them. 
Supported by these considerations^ I submitted 
to my misfortunes^ since I could not avoid them, 
and they appeared to me in this light less terrible. 
We are apt to suppose an old erroneous tenet to 
be true^ as we are apt to believe an often re^ 
peated ftlsehood. That hope which makes death 
the end of all our misfortunes^ requires the great- 
est firmness and indifference to support it. You 
know those reasons which serve to inspire us 
with comfort in regard to a future life^ agreeably 
to my former principles^ and considering eternity 
in the view I did. However, the uncertainty of 
ail this would have occasioned the gpreatest un- 
easiness, even at a time when I should not have 
been difiident of my own strength. 

The continuation of my moral inquiries did 
not decrease this. Remembrance will be an 
essential matter, whereby my future state is to 
be connected with my present one. How should 
I obliterate the memory of these reproaches 
which torment me now ? how should I regulate 
my sentiments ? Every thing renewed the con- 
sciousness of my former reproaches, and I was 
so accustomed to my way of thinking, that it 
would, perhaps, be still more difficult to leave it, 
than any other custom I have been used to. I 
found this to be the fact ; for my understanding. 
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though convincedj y^t thought, doubted, apolo- 
gist, and daw a possibility of my not being in 
the wrong. The repeating of those reactions 
which had shewn me my errors, brought me back 
to truth : however, I could not arrive at any oer« 
tainty in r^ard to a future IMe, and the cons^ 
quences of my transgressions with respect to the 
Deity^ The truths of revealed religion did not 
yet make any impression upon wy mind. 

You gave me the Histoiy of the three last 
Years of the Life of Christ ; I read it, and how 
OKcellent did I find the doctrines it contained ! 
Its moral principles are simple, clear, and adapt- 
9d to every situation in life. Whoever knows 
how difficult it is to reduce a science to general 
principles, cannot observe this without surprise, 
even if he considers Christ only as a mere man; 
J was ashamed to find here again what I formerly 
had forgot, and afterwards believed it to be 
owing to several book^ of morality I had read. 
I was convinced that the spirit of revraige was 
wrong, but I did not remember that Christ had 
evpr forbid it. The love of our enemies had 
never before been taught us, and it appeared to 
me contradictory to our nature. I wished to be 
convinced, not only of this Christian duty, but 
of all the other principles of Christ's doctrine. 
Tbose objections which were made against Christ 
pn account of his birth, his education in Egypt, 
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and the instruction he received in the sciences 
which were taught hy the Jews^ made me imap 
gine Itet his doctrine was more than human. 
How could he be abovo the prejudices of educa- 
tion and instruction ? how could he teach things 
quite contrary to them ? There is nothing con- 
tradictory in his doctrines or in his actions. We 
can easily conyince ourselves of this> if we only 
avoid judging according to our own manners, 
customs, and prejudices. Not to get acquainted 
with the Gospel because Christ was a Jew, is the 
same in reality as if one should object to read the 
writings of Mendelson *, because he ib a Jew. 
The Life of Christ, published at Zurich, ddivers 
the history in a modem style, and in an uninter- 
rupted connection. Though the manner of writ* 
ing, and the expressions used by the sacred pen- 
men, were not such as I greatly objected to, yet 
they have prevented me from reading serious in- 
quiries on the sacred writings, since I used to 
read mostly those books which were written 
against them. 

A divine revelation had appeared to me unne- 
cessary, its historical evidence dubious, and the 
fiu^ts related seemed to be very improbaUe. I 

* Moses Mendelson is a learned Jew, now living at Berlin. 
He has acquired great reputation by his philosophical writings. 
Some mention is made of him in the Critical Review, vol. zxxiv, 
p. 223. T, 
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now b^^ to be convmced of the necessity <tf a 
Divine revekticm; for laany reasons^ and in par- 
ticular the necessity of finding out stronger mo* 
tives for yirtue than those which reason only can 
supply US with, would no longer let me donfat 
of it Bamiet and Lcm proved to me the pos* 
sibility and credibility of the miractes* Wmt 
might have been fully sufficient to have con* 
vinced me of the truth of Christ's resurrection, 
but you know I examined all the rest of theargn* 
uMttits. I believed many Cm^ which are taught 
la natural philosophy, where I could not dis* 
cover die cause and its ^ects ; why did I doubt 
of the possibility of miracles, when the design 
intended by them is so clear? Certainly there 
was no other reason, but because I was not m- 
dined to it I am now as sure of the facts the 
truth of a Divine revelation is founded upon, as 
if I saw them before me. When a nundier of 
credible witnesses i^gree in thiqgs in which our 
senses are otdy cimcemedf I am as much con* 
vinced of them, as if I knew them from my own 
experience. It was necessary for me to attain 
the highest degree of certainty in this respects 
in order to remove all doubts Which now and 
then perplexed my understanding ; and I praise 
God, with a li vdy sense of gratitude, that I have 
met with success* 
You know, my dear friends with what a dia- 
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positicm of heart I began these enquiries. My 
former principles taught me to guard against 
every violent affection. Use^ the nature of my 
employments^ and the manner in which I rose to 
my former prosperity^ had procured me a habit 
of acting in all circumstances with coolness. I 
found I had reason to be apprehensive^ that in 
one pointy tenderness would get the better of my 
understanding, and this was friendship. This 
only made me sensible of the situation I was in ; 
for neither the possession nor the loss of my for- 
mer prosperity affected me much. I was alwajrs 
upon my guard against my fancy> and for this 
very reason I avoided reading poets and other 
authors that could inflame it. I was often doubt- 
ful about my opinions and mistrusted them, but 
when I once had adopted them as true, I avoided 
further inquiry and change, because they pre- 
vented my putting them in practice. My obsti- 
nacy, and my indefatigable pursuit of the same 
object, together with the coolness I acted with, 
have contributed much to my prosperity and my 
misfortune, and they might have been the cause 
of making me lose eveiiasting happiness, if the 
many proofs which I have heard and read of it, 
had not recovered me from my error. 

The examination of the historical arguments 
of Divine revelation with care and precaution, 
has satisfied and convinced me. Being certain of 
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this, it was an easy matter for me to remove all 
my other doubt& I was certain there must be 
stronger arguments to convince us, than those 
wluch mare reason furnishes us with. A proper 
degree of selfJove, honour, and love of virtue, 
are liable to so many explanations, our under- 
standing can so easily be imposed upon> and our 
will is with so much difficulty restrained^ from 
considering the object only from the point of 
view in which it is most agreeable. Nothing 
can have greater effect upon our conduct than a 
habit of devotion, and though I thought religion 
always useful for this purpose, I nevertheless 
believed, that a sufficient knowledge of our 
duty, and a desire of acting conformably to it, 
were at all times sufficient motives for being 
virtuous. 

I found the origin of religious ceremonies in 
the natural fears and infirmities of men ; I saw 
how much the many revolutions which have 
happened, have increased them, and what influ- 
ence the manners, customs, and ways of think* 
ing of nations had had upon them. This con- 
sideration made me acknowledge with gratitude> 
the excellence of Christianity, whose ceremonies 
are so clear and well-founded. We accustom 
ourselves to those things which we see daily; 
we perceive how they happen, but are unac- 
quainted with their remote causes, which, at last. 
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lose all thdr effect. For this vary iMson the 
idea of the exiatence of a God, and hts p'ovi*^ 
daiee over all things^ is so little dbooverable in 
our actions. Oiur internal sensiU;ions> omicieiie^ 
and the contemplation of nature, Bddora carry 
us so far back as to make any alteration in oar 
moral conduct. The will of God^ in regard to 
our happiness, remains doubtful to our reason^ 
as long as it is 1^ to the decision of our under* 
standing. The various revelations in die Old 
Testament, prophecies, laws, and remarkable 
punishments, could be looked upon as impos- 
tures of men, and as things which arose from 
natural causes : but since Christ has come into 
the world, and told us that his doctrine was the 
will of God, and tiiat he was sent to instruct us, 
and that he himself was the true God ; no further 
excuse r^nuns for our ignorance and error. 
Every <me to whom the opportunity is offered, 
and who will accept of it, can easily convince 
himself of its truth. 

An unexc^ionable evidence is as certain as 
our own experience, and whoever wants the latter 
testimony, may consider the present state of the 
Jews, who aare livmg vritnesses of the trutli of 
Christ's prophecies. No parsecution, oppression 
and contempt, could ever induce this people to 
mix with other nations, aod to adopt their man- 
ners and customs. The wmders by which Christ 
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has cimfirmed his divine misuon can be proved 
with the same certainty. They were performed 
without any preparations^ without any circuin-* 
stances that might have imposed upon the senses; 
without any prervious expectation^ before a num* 
ber of incredulous spectators, in such a manner 
that no impositiim can possibly be suspected. 
They were besides of such a nature, that ev^ 
man of common undmstanding might perceive 
that those means which were made use of never 
could produce such effects. A man, horn blind, 
recovered his sight ; one tiiat had lain four days 
in the grave, came to life again; a paralytic 
was restored to health again ;~and all this by 
<mly speaking a word. If we were to suppose 
that in the regular course of nature such a thing 
was to happen just at this time, or that God 
produced these events by the interposition of 
Almighty power, it follows, in the first instance, 
that Christ must have been informed ctf it be- 
fore ; and, in the second, that God heard hinu 
Both which are equally a miracle, and a proof 
of his divine mission. 

As soon as I was convinced of this ; nothing 
remained but to examine whether the doctrine 
whidi he preached and we are to believe, con* 
tuned any thing that contradicted reason. He 
wishes me to be happy and to be virtuous ; to 
seek for my happiness not in sensual pleasures 

5 
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and in the gratification of my passions ; to lotci 
God above all things> and to deal with my neigh- 
bour as I wish to be dealt with myself. He en-^ 
joins me to believe that there is another life after 
this^ where the condition I shall be in will de- 
pend on the sentiments and actions of this present 
life ; that without the assistance of God I am 
unable either to think or act virtuously ; that 
God will do nothing extraordinary for me^ to re- 
move the fatal consequences of my transgres- 
sions, which I have to fear in a future life ; that 
God has sent him to give me the most undoubted 
assurance of his justice and his immutability : 
but that this, at the same time, is the greatest 
proof of his love towards me, since through him 
I am made acquainted with the surest way of 
becoming acceptable to the Supreme Being. — 
All this is very consistent with reason. 

But Christ commanded me besides, to believe 
that he was very God and very man, and the Son 
of God ; and that in the divine nature the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost are one. This seemed to 
contradict all my notions which I hitherto had 
entertained. But I knew that the word of Christ 
was always truth, that he must be fully ac- 
quainted with these mysteries, and that I liad not 
the least reason to imagine, he would require of 
me to believe any thing that was contradictory 
to reason. It might be above my understanding ; 
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but how many things do we meet with in the 
course of nature, whose existence we cannot deny^ 
without being able to explain why they are so, 
and how they are connected with their causes ? 
I thought myself obliged to believe these, myste^ 
ries upon the word of Christ ; nevertheless I con^ 
sidered them with great attention, without find- 
ing them contradictory. God might reveal him- 
self unto us in a different manner from that he 
had hitherto made use of, though our reason was 
unable to explain it. God chose for this the laii- 
guage of men, and those signs by which we com* 
municate our ideas to each other. The very 
God who spoke through Christ, was the same 
who made himself known to us as Father and 
Holy Ghost. It cannot be denied that God, 
when we consider his nature as well as his attri- 
butes, could not be able to produce various 
effects at the same time, without our being 
obliged to believe that his essence is divided.. 
It therefore was the Supreme Being, which rea« 
son teaches us to be one, that operated through 
Christ, though it only appeared under a human 
form, and made itself known to us, since we our- 
selves could not J)erceive it by our saises. We 
are used to apply more common notions to less 
known objects, in order to explain more exactly 
the idea we have of them. Tlii& has recalled to 
my mind the idea of gravity, which in different 

Q 
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bodies operates differently^ though the power 
itself is always the same. I have not found any 
thing contradictory in this idea of the Trinity, 
notwithstanding that I have reflected upon tins 
subject with great accuracy^ and in more differ- 
ent views than I have done here. In the same 
manner I have found nothing, contradictory in 
Christ's making known. unto us God as Father 
and Holy Ghost. 

How easily can we fall into errors if any one 
wants to give us an idea of a thing unknown to 
us, by comparing it with another we are ac* 
quainted with. I dare not apply, in such cases, 
every little idea annexed to the object, to the 
other which I want to explain it by. If I was to 
tell an Indian, that the water in our climate 
grows sometimes as hard as stone, and he should 
then think that ice might be made red hot^ and 
be used for materials to build a house^ he would 
think something very absurd. Christ has shewn 
us God under the character of a Father, in order 
to compare his love towards his Son und^ a 
figure that was known to us. A philosophical 
description would not have cleared it up better. 
But if we were to apply to God every thing that 
faDs under the notion of a father, we should be 
fiable to the same mistake of the Indian. In the 
ifsme manner we can conceive how Christ, tiie 
8<nv4)f God, was born from his Father. From all 

6 
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eternity God would make himself known to tt& by 
Christy and the word^ beget, conveyed to us the 
best idea of this mysterious transaction within 
the Deity. We can likewise form an idea of that 
relation which subsists between the Father and 
Christy by thinking him the Son of God; we are 
only to separate those ideas which reason teaches 
US not to be applicable to God. The Son has his 
essenee of the Father^ and it is the same with 
that the Father has ; he loves him^ and what is 
his is likewise the Son's. 

Lastly, Christ promises^ that after his depar- 
ture, the Spirit of God should confirm these 
truths which he had taught. This was done in 
a visiUe manner by those gifts whidi the Apostles 
received, and he continues to opiate upon those 
who observe the doctrines of Christ, and, by so 
doing, are capable of making good resolutions, 
and of thinking and of acting as it pleases God. 

God has now revealed himself in a threefold 
manner, and every one of them represents him 
to me as the author and promoter of my happi- 
ness. We are used to express compound ideas 
with a single word, to avoid prolixity. For this 
Teason>the word, j^er^o^t, was made use of in the 
doctrine of the Trinity. If I now find a contra- 
diction, when I say, '^ There is one God, but three 
persons in him,*" the fault is then in my under- 
standing; its notions are not just, it combines 

q2 
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the common notions of God and of a person in a 
strange and improper manner. If I was to op*- 
pose the doctrine of the Trinity, I should act Uke 
the Indian who would not believe the. existence 
of ice, because he was told that it would melt 
and turn into water again in the summer and by 
the fire. 

I reflect on Christ's redemption, to which my 
understanding has no objection. I am convinced 
how necessary it is for my happiness to know, that 
my actions are not indi^rent to God : and now 
I am asisured, with all historical certainty, that 
Christ lived, and was proved to be intimately 
connected with the. Deity, by performing such 
actions as caxmot be explained by natural cauisfesL ' 
He assures me of his friendship, and I caxmot con- 
ceive what advantage could arise to him, or what 
intention he could have to deceive me. I am in- 
clined to believe my friend in a matter, where 
his former transactions have convinced me that 
his knowledge is superior to mine, if my under- 
standing finds nothing contradictory in it. Christ 
tells me, that he knows the will of God, and that 
God himself speaks to me through him, which 
certainly is the best way to learn his wilL The 
doctrines he inculcates agree with those which 
my own reason teaches to be necessary for my 
happiness ; and I was sensible how easily I could 
misapply these doctrines, if I did not always re^ 
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member that God saw my actions. Whatever 
determined me formerly to act in such a manner 
as my own happiness required, I owed to other 
trauses and intentions^ and why should I not have 
interpreted the. actions and Madness of Christ in 
the same manner? He recalls to my memory 
whatever I know from political and natural his- 
tory, and expressly assures me that extraordinary 
events were designed for this purpose. He sums 
up aU these together in this single proposition : 
God loves man as a father. Now God shews 
himself as a. friend. Christ is despised and looked 
upon as an impostor, though he teaches nothing 
but the manner in which we may become happy, 
and performs actions which are beneficial to men. 
To convince me ^more fully of his sincerity, . he 
gives me the greatest proof of his friendship : he 
8u£fers djsath in confirmatioji of a truth, of which 
was I not certain, and did not confirm it accord- 
ingly, I could«not be happy. God with whom 
Christ is closely connected, permits all this. Can 
I now ever doubt that God's provid^ice extends 
to me ? I know from reason that the regularity 
in my conduct must be pleasing to God, and that 
it is impossible for me to act agreeably to it, if I 
had not a lively idea of God's omnipresence. I 
know him now in the character of father and 
friend,, and under both these dencnninations al« 
ways shall represent him to me. 



itSO CONV£tt8I<H9 AND DEATH 

Christ enjoins me in pardcular to beUeve in* 
him, ai^ to remember hid love towards me^ and 
really without this I shotdd not be able to per- 
form my duty. The more I reflect on t)ieBe« 
truths which he has taught me, the more I find 
how £ur I am from living in a manner that would 
please God. Should I not be extremely sony 
for having o£fended a friend whom I neglected, 
and would not know ? I was uncertain wheflier' 
there might be a future life, and whether the 
consequences of my offences could have any 
influence upon it. Christ promises me, that 
God will avert these evils, if I place an unre-' 
served confidence in his friendship. — ^I am easy 
with regard to what has passed, however I know 
how soon a present idea efikces a former one t 
and this is the ease when I strongly desire what 
I should deny myself. The doctrine of Christ 
informs me of this likewise. The Sphrit of God 
^U revive these doctrines within me, if I make 
myself well acquainted with them, and constantly 
endeavour to put them into practice. 

There is nothing in my reason that could pre- 
vent me from being fully c(mvinced that these 
means Christ teaches me are the only ones iSiait 
can render me virtuolis and acceptable to God. 
It fe my own fault if I do not receive ^nd make 
use of them; for I then refuse to be happy. 
God will not, for my own sake, interrupt those 
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r^ulations he has made in regard to future life. 
I must feel the had consequences of my neglect^ 
and of the vain hopes which I placed in God's 
mercy. I am phliged to him that he has made 
himself known to me in so extraordinary a man-> 
ner. I could not even expect to deserve the 
happy consequences of the resolution I had 
made of obeying Christ's precepts ; since^ with* 
out the perpetual assistance of the Spirit of God| 
I am unable to obey them^ and since^ notwith- 
standing this assistance^ I so frequently neglect 
and forget them. 

This is entirely consistent with the doctrine of 
Christ I always believe these three but one 
Godj and the idea I have makes the Trinity not 
different Deities. All this is conformable with 
my reason. However^ I durst not hope^ consi- 
dering God and myself, that this Supreme Beii^ 
would be so mearciful as to teach me how, accord- 
ing to the aenti^nents of my own undearstanding; 
I could be happy. Full of graititude, and eomr 
sciouB of my being unworUiy, I adore it, and 
shall never desist to adore and praise the mercy 
shewn to me through Christ. 

I was greatly affected when I read the life <^ 
Christ It increased my pains, and gave me 
new ones. But I was afraidit was owing to ny 
disposition of mind, because I was still full «C 
doubts. The examination of the truUi at the 
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Christian religion became more agreeable to me 
the more I advanced in it. My reason was sa- 
tisfied with it^ but I did not find those inward 
feelings which, as I had heard, were connected 
with true Christianity, according to the confused 
notions of some people. Spaldm^s book set me 
right in this point I found here how difficult it is 
to get rid of opinions and sentiments which are 
become a second nature, though I was convinced 
that they were false and destructive. My doubts 
arose contrary to my wishes, and I did not pass 
them over before I had examined them separately, 

■ - , * 

and had frequently refiected on the arguments 
for the truth of religion. 

The application of its doctrines produced 
within me a lively repentance, sorrow, shame, 
and sentiments of humility. Without anxiety 
or fear I expected the comfort which the Gospel 
promised me. To regulate my sentiments agree- 
able to its precepts was my chief employment 
The perpetutd remembrance of the greatness of 
God's mercy, which was shewn to me by the 
redemption of Christ, made me overcome those 
difficulties I found arose firom my natural dis- 
position. The pleasure of finding a happiness, 
which I hitherto had wilfully renounced,, could 
not produce in me a lively joy, because I remem- 
bered that I had been seeking it formerly in a 
manner that could not please God. It was im« 
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possible to make mjrself perfectly easy. I was 
prevented from this by the thought that if I had 
formerly entertained my present sentiments^ I 
mi^ht have, thereby excited those persons with 
whom I had been most intimate to inquire after 
the same happiness. Now I am praying to God 
that he may do it^ and I am persuaded he will, 
since Christ has promised it. Prayer takes away 
the uneasiness I have on this and other points, 
which are disagreeable for me to remember. I 
direct my thoughts to God, repeat the doctrines 
of the Gospel, reflect on their connection, apply 
them to myself, and if I address myself to God iqi 
prayer, in the name of my Redeemer, for these 
mercies, I find that these contribute to render 
me easy, and I admire with gratitude the power 
of religion. 

I see now how little a Christian deserves the 
reproach of being self-interested. He prays, 
and receives no reward, but by endeavouring to 
please God, when he regulates his sentiments 
according to his precepts. If God hears him^ 
he acknowledges with gratitude that the doc- 
trine of Christ procured him the means for it, he 
remembers his own weakness and praises the 
assistance of God. No blind confidence in God's 
mercy, nor the hope of the happiness of a future 
Kfe, inflame his imagination, which regulates 
itself after the disposition the mind is in. 
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Bcnnet and Lmmter conducted me gradually ta 
hopeful prospects of eteruity^ but I rather peruse 
the writings of Spalding, Alberti, and others of 
this kind. 

The rememhrance how iade&tigable I had 
been for many years together in collecting and 
practising my former principles obliged me to 
kec^ a watchful eye over myself, for fear they 
might insensibly have an influence upon my 
new sentiments. How earnestly do I wish ta 
efface the impression which I have made upon 
others. I never intended to propagate my prin* 
oiples, though I nev« d^ed them. 1 have 
reason to lament a oime, which I must be 
ashamed to own even befrae a world that thinks 
as I did formerly ; and I feel, on this account, a 
more lively sense of those transgressions which, 
I have eomQiitted agfiinst God. My sense of 
firiendship and humanity always recalls to my 
mind the bad e^sample and the seduction by 
which I have f o^tributed to make others look 
i)p>]| Mss^al pleasures as the chief end of our 
esiifteMe. .Il^tjiing that i^i^e% to my present 
caftmtioil e#»ti»rbs me, except this W other 
mfec^oiMs of t^is kiQd. To terror and a fear 
thftt dep9nly«9 .w of the U9P of reason, I always 
hum been alSMSit a straqger. Death was not 
temUe to mc^ ainoe I looked :up{ni it as a era*- 
sequmce of natural cAuses^ isA ft fate that is^ 
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unavoidable. At present nothing appears dreadr 
fill to me^ since I know that I depend npon God, 
and am oonvinced of the trutii of religion, and 
expect a happy eternity. 

I praise God sincerely, that I arrived at this 
conviction, and I acknowledge it with a lively 
sense of gratitude, that you, my dear friend, 
have conducted me to it You chose the only 
mettod whidi suits the disposition of my mind. 
Rhetorical figures and declamations would have 
had hut little effisct upon me. Suppose you had 
endeavoured to inflame my imagmaitiou and 
pai^ions, my prindlples would soon have com^ 
posed them again. The doctrines of religion I 
always remembered ; for m the ei^Uw days of 
my life t had frequently read ihe ]Kble, lihough 
with ideas quite di^rent from thidae I entertaiii 
at present^ Scripture expressions were feodKar 
to me, and I afterwards had cbntracted hitbite to 
connect them with all the doubts and opinions 
which corresponded with my principles. ' Be^ 
fore my understanding tjras convinced that tfaejf^ 
wei« falsK^, you could not expect that I lAdidd 
sincerely bdieve the truth of revcdalion. I soon 
dBcdverediK^ ;tean3greission ^ itioral duties; 
but y&a know, and I:lmve told you how miudi 
self-denial it cost me, to acknowledge my errors* 
My '^ride would fain/aaima4;e meld conc^pteor ihe 
feay of ^terni<9 like my ^her fear. My desire 
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of being as happy in this world as possible^ had 
taught me to despise every kind of danger, and 
this arose more from a cool reflection on the 
latter^ than from a lively sense of happiness. 
Truth only could bring me back^ and you left 
me to my own researches to discover it You 
proposed to me/ only those consequences which 
my turn of thought and actions could have in 
regard to such of my friends^ as were concerned 
in my fate as well as I was in theirs. I was on 
this account always much affected, and this alone 
could put my mind in agitation. However, it 
could not have disposed me to embrace religion, 
if I had not clearly seen its . truth ; and I am 
convinced I should have embraced it before this 
time, if its evidence had ever been laid before 
me, and taught me in the manner you did. I 
found in religion what I wished for, and what I 
thought I durst not hope for. I knew its truths 
only under certain images and expressions, to 
wMchl at last familiarized myself so much, that 
I forgot to combine any ideas with them. The 
first instruction can be effected, only by sensible 
representations, but I used them afterwards for 
raising doubts against religion ; and this pre- 
vented me from expecting those pomforts firom 
it which I sought for. 

I had two reasons for not -exc^miiung more 
minutely the arguments for jreligion. You know 
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the objections eommonly made against the credi- 
bility of supeimatural events and 'miracles. Iwas 
not acquainted with Less and Bonnet, aiid the 
objections appeared to me unanswerable. When 
on the other hand I reflected on the redemption 
of Christy it seemed to contradict all my notions. 
To shew to man the love and justice of God in a 
stronger light, redanption is commonly repre* 
i^nted thus : That God was angry on account of 
the sins of men, but loved them to such a degree 
that he was desirous of pardoning them. But 
this could not be effected without the death of 
his only begotten Son, who is God himself. The 
notions which I had of God, excited on this 
point particularly my attention, and it seemed 
hard to me to reconcile the necessity of redemp- 
tion with them. I asked : Cannot God. forgive 
without this ! I was puzzled when I considered 
redemption only in relation to God. But as 
soon as you taught me to reflect on it, in rela- 
tion to man, you removed all my doubts, I found 
the necessity and the greatness of God's mercy 
ip giving his own Son to make men happy. 

As to practical Christianity, it always has of- 
fended me to find so many whose sentiments and 
actions so little corresponded to their pretended 
fiuth, and sense of truth. I 'discovered the 
effects of fancy and self-deceit, since they were 
satisfied to have avoided sensual extravagancies. 
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abandoning themselves on the othw side^ under 
pretence of zeal for religion, to pride, envy, and 
a spirit of persecutioii. This abuse represented 
to me religicm as an imposture, wfaieb had al- 
ways been more hurtful to human society, than 
all inregular enjoyments of sensual pleasures. 
Imagination overlooks the means, and when it 
employs its powers with too much vivacity on 
the object, frequently through want of attention 
chooses the wrong ones. To apply the truth of 
religion carefuUy to one self, to be honest sni 
comply with the dutie&of our situation in life, I 
think most necessary to entitle a man to the name 
of a Christian. In this view I have wrote this 
with pleasure. I submit i1^ xny dear friend, to 
your judgment, and leave it to you ta make tint 
use of it which you dunk best. 



STRUENSEE. 



April 23, 1772. 




THE ENB. 



PRINTED BY R. GII.BERT> ST. JOHN'S SQUARE* LONDON. 



WORKS 

BECENTLT PUBLISHED BY 

C. and J. RiviNGTON» St. PauFs Church' Ynrd, and 
Waterloa-Placet PaH-MalL 



NARRATIVE of an EXCURSION io the MOUNTAINS of 
PIEMONT, and RESEARCHES among the VAUDOIS, or 
WALDBNSES, Protestant InhaUtanti of the Cottian Alps ; with 
Maps, Platesy an4 an Appendix, containing Copies of Ancient 
Manuscripts, and other interesting Doooments, in Illastration of 
the History and Manners of that extraordinary People. By the 
Rev. WILUAM STEPHEN 6ILLY, M.A. Rector of North 
Fambridge, Essex. Dedicated, by Permission, to His Majesty. 
In One Volame, 4to. with two Maps, ten Engravings of Sceneiy^ 
&c. and three Fac-similes. Price 21. 2t. in bouds. 

GRSTA ROMAN ORUM; or, ENTERTAINING MORAL 
STORIES : invented by the Monks as a fre-sido reereation» and 
loommonly applied in their diicoarses from the Pnlpit: from 
whence the most celebrated <^ oar own Poets and others, from the 
earliest Times have extracted their Plots. Translated from the 
Latin ; with Preliminary Observations and coploas Notes, by the 
Rev. CHARLES SWAN, late of Catharine Hall, Cambridge. 
Dedicated, by Permission, to the Right Hon. Lord Palmeiston* 
In 2 vols. 12mo. price 16#. in boards. 

** They," [the Monks] '< ndght be dupowd oceaaonally to recreate their 
minds with sutgects of a light and amusuig nature ; and what eould be more 
iimoeeiU or delightful than the stories of the Obita RoxANoavx l"*- 
DoQoe't UkuinUaiu tf ^mktiptan. 

A TOUR through the UPPER PROVINCES of HINDOSTAN ; 
oomprisinff a Period between the Years 1804 and 1814 ; with Re- 
marks and anthentio Anecdotes. To which is annexed, A Goide 
up the River Gang^ By^ A. D. With a Map of the River. 8vo. Of. 

" This Volnme is full of amusement, and we can recommend it in perfect 
sinceiity, as being at once unpretending and interesting*" Literary Museum* 
Jan. 10. See also tjie British Critic, Jan. 1824. 

An HISTORICAL CATALOGUE of the SCOTTISH 
BISHOPS down to the Year 1688. By the Right Rev. ROBERT 
KErrH. Also, an ACCOUNT of aU the RELIGIOUS HOUSES 
that were in Scotland at the Time of the Refonnation. By J. 
SPOTTISWOODB, Esq. With a Life of the Anther. By the 
Rev. M. RUSSEL, LLJ). A new Edition, corrected and conti- 
nued to the present Time. In 8vo. XL 1#. boards, or on royal Pa« 
per, \L lOr. 

" Dr. Russel has conferred an important benefit npon the public^ by ena« 
bHng than to anul themselves of one of the most authentic sod Yiduable 
oomj^latioiis in our bnguage/'^-British Critici BIsrcb, 1824. 



Works recently published by C. and J. RivufQTOK, 

MEMOIRS of the LIFE of the Rev. and Venerable JOHN 
CONANT, D.D. Rector of £xeter College, Oxford, Regius Pro- 
fessor of Divinity in (bat Dniversity, Archdeacon of NorvPioh, 
Prebendary of Worcester, and Vicar of All Saints, Northampton, 
at the lime that Town was destroyed by Fire; of which dreadful 
Catastrophe a particular Account is given in a private Letter to a 
Friend. The whole written by his Son JOHN CON ANT, LL.D. 
and now first published by the Rev, W. STANTON, M.A. »vo. 
4ff. 6d 

The DIFFICULTIES of INFIDELITY. By the Rev. 0. 8. 
FA BER, B.D. Rector of Long Newton. 8vo. 7s. 

REMARKS on SCEPTICISM, especially as it is connected 
with the Subjects of Organization and Life, being an Answer to^ 
the Views of M. Bichat, Sir T. C. Morgan, and Mr. Lawrence, on 
those Points. By the Rer. THOMAS RENNELL, B.D. F.R.S. 
Sixth Edition. i3nio. 2s.6A . 

PROOFS of INSPIRATION; or, the Grounds of Distinction 
betaveen the New Testament and the Apocryphal Volume ; occa- 
sioned by the recent publication of the Apocryphal New Testa^ 
menti By the same Anthor. Second Edition. Svo. 6«« 

Tbe BOOK of PSALMS, in an English Metrical Version. 
Founded on the Basis of the Authorized Bible Translation, and 
compared with the original Hebrew, with Notes critical and illus* 
trative. By the tlight Rev. RICHARD MANT, D.D. M.R.LA. 
Lord Bishop of Down and Connor* In one VoL Qyo* vzs» 

The PROTESTANT'S COMPANION ^ or, a seasonable Pre* 
servative against the Errors, Corruptions, and unfounded Claims 
of a superstitions and idolatrous Cluirch ; with a Chapter respect- 
fully addressed to our Governors, and another to the Clergy. By 
the Rev. CHARLES DAUBEN Y, LL.D. Archdeacon of Sarum. 
8vo. 9s. 

HULSEAN LECTURES for 1823. 

TWENTY SERMONS on the Apostolical Preaching and Vin- 
dication of the Gospel to tbe Jews, Samaritans, and devout Gen- 
tiles ; as exhibited in the Acts of the Apostles, the Epistles of 8t, 
Peter, and the Epistle to the Hebrews. Preached before the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, in the Year lS23>atthe Lecture founded by 
the late Rev. JOHN HULSE, of St. John's College. By JAMES 
CLARK FRANKS,M.A. Chaplain of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
and Vicar of Huddersfield, Yorksiiire. In one Vol. Svo. I2s, 

%* Also, lately published, by the same Author, tbe Hulsean Lec- 
tures for 1821, price 12f. 

An EPITOME of LOCKE'S ESSAY on the HUMAN UN- 
DERSTANDING, in Question and Answer; chiefly for the Use 
of Students in the University of Cambridge, and of those who in- 
tend to pursue their Studies there. 12mo. 2s, 0</. 



J 



i 



